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ANNIVERSARY. 


THE anniversary of the Tract Society was held in Wilming- 


‘ton, Del., Sunday and Monday, November 15 and 16. 


On Sunday morning a number of pulpits were supplied by 
the visiting brethren. Dr. Hurlbut, Corresponding Secre- 
tary, preached at Brandywine; Dr. J. M. Freeman, Assistant 
Corresponding Secretary, at Scott; Dr. J. W. Campbell, 
Pastor of Eighteenth Street Church, New York city, at 
St. Paul’s; Dr. G. C. Wilding, Pastor of Hedding Church, 
Jersey City, at Union; Dr. R. R. Doherty, Recording Sec- 
retary of the Sunday School Union, spoke at Asbury. 

In the evening there were several platform meetings. In 
St. Paul’s Church addresses were delivered by Dr. Wilding 
and Dr. Hurlbut; in Epworth Church, Dr. J. M. Freeman 
and Dr. Campbell spoke; and in Ezion, Dr. Doherty. In 
Grace Church, which had lately been bereft of its pastor, Dr. 
Merritt Hulburd, Dr. William H. Milburn, Chaplain to the 
United States Senate, who was supplying the pulpit of that 
church, preached in the evening a sermon suitable to the oc- 
casion. 

We give a brief report of the addresses of Dr. Wilding and 
Dr. Campbell. Dr. Wilding spoke in St. Paul’s as follows: 

There are elements of strength and of weakness in this age of ours. 
We can afford to look at the hopeful side of things to-night. More peo- 
ple read than ever before. Ability to read used to be a rare accomplish- 
ment ; now it is the possession of the multitude. Reading has become so 
easy and simple that it is to many a sort of second nature, and people read 
by the acre. The range is broader than ever before ; nobody seems afraid 
to roam over every open field. It is certainly wider, if not wiser. Litera- 
ture is, in the main, cleaner, purer, than ever before. Refinement has 
entered, and the rude, coarse taste of the last century is dead. 

Why this growing taste for reading ? Reasons are thick as blackberries. 
Put these in a row, and many more could be stacked on top of them. 
Trained minds, like trained bodies, must have exercise, Information is 
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wanted; people are hungry for it. Scores are prodded to read by an itch- 
ing curiosity. Doubtless many read largely to furnish food for a hungry 
imagination. Possibly some read to fit themselves for conversation in the 
social circle. During the late political campaign the printing press swung 
to the front as never before. Even the magnetism of the living orator 
was eclipsed by the cold arguments of the printed page, if anything can 
be called cold during the dog days of a sultry political canvass. 

The enterprise of the printing press is simply amazing. Look up at 
those tall buildings as they peer down upon us from among the clouds. 
Hear the steady roar of those superb steam presses. How powerful are 
the great publishing houses of Christendom becoming! What an ava- 
lanche of literature—of all sorts—is sliding down on the unsuspecting 
world! The combined circulation of these Morning Horribles and Even- 
ing Scavengers is alarming to contemplate. Think of the literary filth that 
people are daily wading through! Everything that ingenuity can devise is 
pushed to make them taking and catching, and to rush them through the 
market. Would that the agents of the better day were fully as enterpris- 
ing and alert. 

The trammels of the printing press are strong enough to demand 
our attention. Everything in this world, save sin, collides with its law 
of friction. The press is no exception to this rule. It is not abso- 
lutely independent; it must breast a current. Great corporations often 
paralyze the moral purpose of the press by their purchasing power. The 
craving for money often sells the press to the highest bidder; and Satan 
always has money for such a market and such a bargain. The narrow, 
partisan spirit sometimes strangles what is pure and fair and kind in the 
press. This is true in all fields of literature. No greater foe of a large 
and noble press can be found than the omnivorous, blood-sucking drink 
traffic. It squeezes the very soul out of the press in lowering it to its vile 
and vicious uses. And the beastly in man has for centuries been dragging 
the press down into the mire. 

The needs of the printing press are great enough to appall us if we were 
easily frightened. But Americans like to stand in front of great problems, 
walk about them, and eye them. In order to make it the power for good 
the press ought to be it must be free and unfettered. And by all means 
it should be unbribable. Because of its vast influence it should be honest 
and truthful, fearless and reliant, the known enemy of all unrighteousness. 
It should be well supported, strongly backed, should never lack for the 
sinews of war; and above all, and by all means, it should be soundly con- 
verted and fully dedicated to the service of God and the elevation of man. 

The influence of the printing press is simply immeasurable. The cur- 
rent of an immortal life is often changed by a single page. I could cite 
many instances. The physical features of a book count for much. A 
dirty, blurred page, poorly printed, with wretched grammar and limping 
rhetoric, tends to taint moral character. And the reverse is growingly 
true. A book may do more good or harm than a man. _ It is impersonal, 
is unsuspected, is taken close to our hearts as an innocent, harmless thing, 
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and the evil is wrought ere we are awareof it. Indeed, books are the 
essence of souls; so we may think of them as human, without injury to 
ourselves. 

The mission of the Church in this wondrous and enchanting field is ap- 
parent to us all. We must enter every open and inviting door. If people 
will read let them have the best—the very best—pure, interesting, attrac- 
tive, cheap. We must compete with the world, the flesh, and the devil for 
the people. Luther threw his inkstand at Satan. Let us imitate him by 
slinging ink—printer’s ink—in the devil’s eyes. Let us capture the print- 
ing press from Satan, and unlimber its guns upon the citadel of his king- 
dom. To do this requires our unstinted offerings for this blessed and be- 
neficent work, and ourunhesitating following of these trained and sagacious 
leaders whom the Church has placed at the head of this wise and great 
movement. 


At the Epworth Church Dr. Campbell delivered the fol- 
lowing address: 


The Church has many instrumentalities for the formation of character, 
and she has fortunately made use of the great Tract Society as one of her 
modes of addressing herself to the human mind. There is, perhaps, no 
surer way of holding the youth and young manhood and young woman- 
hood to the Church and to the kingdom of Christ than through her litera- 
ture. It is a problem also with parents how to hold that active boy to the 
home, to say nothing of the Church and Sunday school. And they them- 
‘selves have not yet learned that the secret lies in attracting and satisfying 
the attention of the mind. Possibly your boys or girls do not love home 
more because you have not fed their intellects and their moral and spiritual 
natures as you should. You wonder why the lad quietly slips away on the 
Sabbath afternoon. This is the secret: He has an inquisitive mind, and 
he will have it satisfied some way and somewhere, and all the thunderings 
of the Decalogue cannot stop him. He will find his way to the river and 
study its chemistry or its finny tribes; he will visit the mountain and listen 
to the song of the brook as it goes laughing to the sea; he will find his 
way to the homes of the birds, and hear them cooing to their mates, or 
he will gather his playmates and organize a band of young desperadoes. 
They will connive and plot, all in a sportive way, it may be, but in it all 
there is an education that sticks. Do you not think it would be money 
well invested to put into the hand of the son or daughter some inspiring 
literature that would take their attention and arrest them during the hours 
that hang heavily upon their hands without anything to satisfy the de- 
mands of the young mind? 

Inquisitiveness is a God-given essential in human character. This fact 
gives to the Christian Church the largest vantage ground possible, for 
without the desire to investigate no mental progress can be made. So we 
can be assured that so long as humanity is given to asking questions we 
are in the most opportune and hopeful field for our work. Education 
begins earlier than most of us imagine, and is conducted during all of our 
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useful life. Some people in this age are making much out of the idea of 
feeding the hungry and clothing the naked, but never for an instant 
imagine that the body, which they would feed and clothe, possesses a 
mind which is in a far greater starving condition for mental food. The 
cure-all to three fourths of the distress of the world lies in the banishment 
of ignorance, and who can tell to what extent a tract or a good book may 
go for the accomplishment of this end? The great conflict which awaits 
the hosts of light and the Church is with the superstition and darkness 
which have settled upon the human family like the blight of mildew. The 
prayer meeting alone cannot remove it; preaching cannot do away with 
it; ordinances cannot overthrow it; Christian education, coupled with 
faith and personal contact, can accomplish the desired end. There is no 
measuring of the results of a good tract or good book in the hands of even 
the thoughtless and dissolute, and our Society possesses in a varied form 
these little engines of power, which so often turn the whole trend of the 
soul’s career, and the earlier there is an application of the literature of 
Christianity the greater and grander will be the results. 

In excavating the ruins of Rome, or Pompeii, or Jerusalem many pieces 
of statuary, many carved columns and ornaments, have been discovered. 
Every object, so far, has been marred. What a type of the human fam- 
ily, taken as a study; what traces of violence, of suffering, of ill usage! 
Could some spirit from some other planet visit our earth and move among 
its peoples, he would be amazed at the marred visages that would rise be- 
fore him! Here a home, with the father gone into inebriety, his children 
and trembling wife escaping into the cold and storm to some other shelter 
because the husband and father is transformed into a beast. This perfect 
being sees a man once in honor now degraded; men and women wreck- 
ing themselves in sin; children beaten by their parents. And it is left to 
the Christian Church to bear upon all such conditions her noblest gifts, 
and with her highest ingenuity rescue, rejuvenate, and regenerate those 
who have been marred by sin. How shall this be accomplished? I an- 
swer, through the instrumentality of bright, consecrated Christian workers, 
with the word of God, illustrated, written in attractive form, scattered like 
snowflakes, in the form of tracts, in the homes, in the alleys, and in the 
garrets of these smitten ones. There are tracts prepared which are a 
complete description of nearly every sin that has come upon the human 
character. We need bright, sunshiny people, and with them good books, 
pure literature, in whatever form the Church may be able to prepare it, for 
the salvation of the masses. 

Out West they have a way of catching prairie chickens by strewing 
corn for a long distance in converging lines toward a trap. The trap has 
doors that swing inward, where there is an abundance of food, which is 
often the means of capturing many birds. When the Church shall make 
use of her instrumentalities with good books, good tracts, and pure litera- 
ture, and scatter them, too, in converging lines toward the Church,.she 
may be able to fill her pews and bring the multitudes into the kingdom of 
God. I think that a great deal of our work is cramped and stilted, even 
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in the pulpit. Latitude and atmosphere should have much to do with our 
Christian education. While there should be no compromise of the truth 
in our relations with the world and the unsaved, yet there must be adapt- 
ability and a practical application of the truth in such a manner as to at- 
tract, enlighten, and save those for whom the truth was created. I fear 
we often lose our hearers by so-called definite teaching and preaching. 
And I affirm that we are never so uncertain and indefinite as when we 
fail to hold the individual when once we have him within our reach. 

A president of a Western university told me of a very unfortunate remark 
of a clergyman to a student who was seeking from his pastor the truth upon 
a given point in science, which he thought to be in conflict with Revela- 
tion. He received this answer: “ You need to have a piece of tanbark 
broken over-your head.” This was a very sure way of defeating all future 
efforts of the clergyman toinstruct an inquisitive mind, What was the result 
upon this student? After graduating from the university, he settled down 
in the same city and town where he was a member of the Church at the 
time the unfortunate remark was made. He turned away from church 
attendance, and used his influence against the Church, and as far as pos- 
sible held up Christian ministers to derision. He has devoted years to 
leading young men into infidelity in that same town where he received the 
insulting blow. Our teachings, both from the pulpit and through the press, 
should be of the wisest and best methods. 

I notice that our splendid railroad systems have a policy in laying their 
lines out of the perfect air-line route, and accommodating themselves to 
the conditions that surround them. How many beautiful villages and 
towns and cities would be left in the interior if the railroads did not adopt 
the policy to go to them. So, if the many will not come to the Church, we 
must go to them with the Bible, with a good book, or the Christian tract, 
and so cast into the moral miasma of the human conditions the leavening 
forces of the Gospel, which shall heal and save. It is not sacrifice of the 
truth or principle to bring it within the range of your hearer. Simplify 
and so suit it to the mental and moral conditions of the hearer and reader 
that they must admit that it isthe voice of God speaking to them. 


On Monday morning a Tract Conference was held in the 
lecture room of St. Paul’s Church. The conference was held 
in connection with the Wilmington Preachers’ Meeting. 
After some routine business had been transacted the meet- 
ing adjourned, and Dr. Freeman conducted the Tract Con- 
ference. He exhibited a large number of specimens issued 
by the Methodist Book Concern and distributed by the Tract 
Society. He showed improvements which had been made 
lately in the style of the tracts and their illustration, and 
called special attention to a number of the most useful and 
popular of these publications. After this questions were 
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asked and answers given in reference to modes of distribu- 
tion and the kind of tracts which best fulfill the design of this 
work. Criticisms were freely made. A large representative 
audience was present, and the debate was not confined to the 
preachers. All others were invited, and some of the ladies 
present showed practical acquaintance with tract work, which 
added greatly to the interest of the meeting. 
At the opening of the meeting Dr. Freeman said: 


A “tract conference’’ is a meeting for the purpose of conferring on 
tracts, The term “conference” goes back to primitive Methodist times, 
and really means “a conversation.” Some of the earliest conferences of 
Methodism were called by the unpretentious title, ‘some conversations.” 

We frequently receive communications asking for cheap, or shelf-worn, 
tracts. Let me say, once for all, the ‘‘ Tract Society” does not publish a 
single tract, nor does it ownashelf upon which to place them. Our 
Methodist Book Concern undertakes the entire publishing department of 
the work, and relieves the Society from all that burden and expense. Let 
me show you somewhat in detail some of the many important tracts we 
are now having published. [Specimens of the tracts published by the 
Methodist Book Concern and distributed by the Society were here exhib- 
ited. ] 

Tracts have their lifetime. Just as a sermon, that to-day may be es- 
pecially helpful because the theme is one of present thought on a present 
issue, and ten years hence may be dead and useless, so with tracts. We 
are trying to keep abreast of the times. We want our tracts to be clean, 
pure, and bright, and to furnish in condensed form the very best thought 
upon the most important questions now before the people, in the Church 
and out of the Church. We therefore have tracts to edify believers, tracts 
to awaken sinners and bring them to conviction, tracts to arouse and in- 
spire people of every class and grade to seek the highest and best our 
Father has in store for us. 

Such is our aim. But we realize we do not measure up to our own 
ideals. Perhaps we are even farther from the ideal than we ourselves im- 
agine. We therefore want you, brethren, to show us this morning how 
we may better serve you and the Church by suggesting to us our lack in 
any respect, as you may see it. Let every brother feel perfectly free to say 
whatever is in his heart. Let us talk plainly and freely together; and I 
assure you the Tract Society will be only too glad to adopt any measure 
you may suggest that is practicable, that may help us to render more effi- 
cient service. 

The conference is now open to any who may desire to speak. 

DR. HURLBUT: We have, as you know, held quite a number of these 
‘tract conferences,” and there is one question that always seems sure to 
awaken discussion, and discussion is what we want. It seems so much 
easier for human nature to pick out flaws and grumble than it is to dis- 
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cover excellencies and offer congratulations that I propose we organize 
a “ Grumblers’ Convention,” and let anybody who will find fault with our 
work asa society; tell us in what respect we fall short of duty or pass 
beyond it. Has any brother felt in his work a need fortracts on a subject 
that we could not supply ? Or does he find a tract on some subject in our 
catalogue, yet treated in a way he couldnot approve? Or, has anyone fault 
to find with our method of making grants? Or has any brother any com- 
plaint to make against the present methods and management of our Society ? 
Surely this subject will awaken discussion, for we do not claim we are yet 
perfect. 

DR. WILDING: I would respectfully suggest that in my judgment we 
do not have enough story tracts. We have enough anecdotes and inci- 
dents, many of them of comparatively trivial character, and yet good 
enough in their way. But when one begins to look over the catalogue for 
real good story tracts he will find them exceedingly scarce. Why is this? 
Can it be possible that good story tracts are no longer written? Or is it 
that our Book Concern will not publish them P 

Dr. HURLBUT: In reply let me say that the Book Concern does not 
deem it wise to publish mere stories, unless they are exceptionally well 
written and upon a subject that will most assuredly be helpful. In this 
day when the newspapers and magazines are crowded with stories of all 
kinds there is no need that we should enter into competition with them 
in the story publishing business. In order to obtain approval a story must 
be far above the average. 

DR. CAMPBELL: I must take issue with Dr. Hurlbut on this point. We 
need more stories, not fewer. The Gospel is in story. What are the para- 
bles but stories? When the Master himself would teach us the loving- 
kindness and forgiving tenderness of the Father he gave the marvelous 
story of the prodigal son. And what is the Good Samaritan but a story? 
And so all through the Scriptures. If our Book Concern will emulate the 
Master in this respect and publish more stories, and lay aside those dry- 
as-dust leaflets that crack like dry bushes in autumn, as Dr. Freeman said, 
it would be better for all concerned. 

Dr. WILDING: PerhapsI did not make myself perfectly clear as to 
what I meant by a story tract. I mean to havea great big idea, and so 
wrap it up in story form that while one cannot but read the story for the 
story’s sake he cannot but see the idea everywhere all through the story. 
Let the whole story just be saturated full of the idea. I would have the 
idea in the story as the sermon was to the Irish servant girl. When 
asked by the dominie about the sermon she was extravagant in her praise ; 
yet, when questioned, she had forgotten text, theme, outline, and all. 
When asked how, then, the sermon could have done her so much good 
when she could not remember any of it, she replied: ‘It is like the soap 
I use on wash day. I rubs it in the clothes, and then washes and rinses 
it all out again, so there’s no soap left ; but the clothes are clean. So the 
sermon seems to have all left me, but it makes me feel clean and good all 
over.” 
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Now, I know our early prejudice against novels and novel reading. But 
often when I have not the money to go on an excursion I go to the study 
in the rear of the church, and there in some good story take an excursion 
of two or three hours that is perfectly delightful. 

Dr. HURLBUT: Will Dr. Wilding tell us what novels he has found so 
wonderfully helpful and entertaining ? — 

DR. WILDING: I do not care to enumerate too many names. But I 
mean that we ought to have tracts upon great themes like temperance, 
like Uncle Tom's Cabzn upon slavery. [A voice: Do you call that a tract? 
If so, it is a pretty large one.] Then how could humanity to animals be 
better told than in a story like Black Beauty? Or who can read Beszde 
the Bonnie Brier Bush without closing the book feeling closer to the 
Christ than ever before? I believe in stories, and wish we could have 
more of them published. 

DR. TINKER: Dr. Wilding evidently likes soup, and likes thin soup at 
that. I never was fond of soup. I like beefsteak—good, solid, juicy beef- 
steak. I like jokes and fun. I can read wit by the hour, or humor by the 
day. Let our Book Concern continue to publish tracts that are good solid 
food for mind and soul, and do not let them undertake to publish this thin, 
soupy stuff called “stories.” 

DR. FREEMAN: We have narrative tracts now in abundance. Here 
are one hundred and twenty-five I have selected from these on the table 
while you have been discussing the question, and I have not yet exhausted 
the list. 

Dr. HURLBUT: I suggest that we now change the subject of discus- 
sion, and instead of finding flaws any longer let us seek to find out what 
good we are doing or have done. How many present have received help 
from tracts, or have known of good being done by the tracts distributed 
by them ? 

Dr. CAMPBELL: For twenty years I have used tracts in my work, not 
so much by personal distribution as by having some one in my church 
suited to that work attending to it for me. I now recalla woman, a mem- 
ber of my church, who for thirty years has done this kind of work with 
marvelous success. We shall never know in this world the amount of 
good that woman has done. She has gone into flats and tenements, 
among sailors and soldiers, among the poor and friendless of all classes, 
and with a prayer and a kind word has sought to win them to the Christ, 
and on leaving has left with them a tract to continue the good work she 
commenced. Many are they whom she has won toa higher and holier 
life by her quiet ministrations of love in this simple, Christlike way. 

DR. MURRAY: I have found very little that I could do with tracts per- 
sonally. When I have found it necessary to communicate with one upon 
spiritual things in any way other than personal visitation I have found a let- 
ter, written directly to the person I desire to reach, the more efficacious 
plan. But, like Dr.Campbell, I have employed others to advantage in 
tract distribution. I generally select two women, whose piety and intelli- 
gence fit them for the work, and give the matter fully into their hands. I 
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always get the allowance of tracts due me for the church collection, and 
use them in this way. Just now I am favored with the services of Mrs. 
Irwin, a Bible reader and tract distributer, and Miss Watkins, our deacon- 
ess. Both of these elect ladies are present, and I hope they will be heard. 

Mrs. IRWIN: For fourteen years I have been a Bible reader for the 
Wilmington Female Bible Society, and have used tracts quite a good deal 
to aid me in my work. Some years ago, one hot summer day, I had been 
canvassing over on the east side of the city, and, as I live on the west side, 
had started homeward for lunch. The bells all over the city were just 
ringing the hour of twelve. On a doorstep, evidently waiting for his 
dinner, I noticed a young workingman, and I stopped and spoke to him. 
He returned my salutation respectfully. I asked him if he was a Christian. 
He replied that he was not. Hastily selecting a tract that I thought 
would suit his case I handed it to him and asked him if he would read it. 
He said he would. So I gave it to him with a whispered prayer that God 
might bless it to his good, and passed on. Some years afterward I was 
present at one of our large Sunday morning camp meeting experience 
meetings. A number were testifying to the saving power of the truth, 
when away back in the audience a young man arose and proceeded to tell 
the story of his conversion. He said he lived on the east side of Wilming- 
ton. One hot summer day he was sitting on the doorsteps waiting for 
dinner, when a strange lady dressed in black came along and asked if he 
was a Christian, and gave hima tract to read. He said that tract was 
what led him to Christ. And I can say from that day I have felt that there 
is no discount on tracts. They can be used for good, and I use them in 
every way I can. 

MIss WATKINS: Perhaps I cannot do better than to tell one forenoon’s 
work with tracts. Over a year ago, while visiting the almshouse, an old 
lady asked me if I could secure her a Bible with large print, as her eyes 
had grown too dim to read the small print one she had. I reported the 
case to the matron at the Deaconess Home, and secured the Bible for her. 
When, about a week afterward, I was about to start out for the almshouse 
again, the matron asked if I would not better take sometracts along. We 
had a whole basket of Italian tracts which good Bishop Mallalieu had 
given us for our work. Soa boy was sent along with me to carry this 
basket of tracts. I shall never forget the glad cordiality with which those 
tracts were received. These Italians could not speak much English ; but 
they exhausted their limited vocabulary trying to tell me how glad they 
were to have something to read—something in their own language. Some 
of them had had nothing to read since their arrival in America. And they 
crowded around me, saying, “O, good!” “ O, thanks!” “O, good!” And 
when I returned down the ward there they were sitting around in groups 
reading and spelling out their tracts in a way that touched my very heart, 
and they looked a gratitude they knew not words to express. 

Such tracts as He Did His Best, and How I Came to be a Misstonary, 
by Bishop Thoburn, will always do good. 

One thing I have noticed, there are few good tracts for small children. 
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I wish we had more of them, where the Gospel was put in such simple 
form that even the children could understand. The tracts we now have, 
however, do good. Not long since a boy said to me, ‘‘ Miss Watkins, I 
have saved all the tracts you have ever given me, and sometimes I get 
them out and read them all over again.” 

REV, J. R. AKERS: Ina former charge of mine, in the Central Penn- 
sylvania Conference, there was a woman, a member of my church, who 
had a drunken husband. She asked me to visit her and pray with her 
husband. I did so,and on leaving I handed him the tract Buy Your Own 
Cherrzes, asking him if he would promise me to read it. He gave a kind 
of sullen, reluctant promise, as though he promised in order to get rid of 
me as much as anything. About a week afterward I saw him, and with a 
brightened face he said, ““I have determined to buy my own cherries.” 
His wife and I prayed for him, and he was soundly converted. I saw him 
not long ago, and as he grasped my hand he said, “I am still buying my 
own cherries.” So that was one tract that helped. 

DR. MURRAY: Are there any tracts for the Chinese? It seems to me 
we are not doing much for the Chinese in our little city. At the funeral 
of our good brother, the Rev. N. M. Browne, at Middletown, one of the 
sincerest mourners was the Chinese laundryman of the town, and one of 
the most beautiful of the many floral offerings was that offered by this 
same Chinaman. He said, ‘‘He was my friend.” I have thought that 
we ought to do more for the Chinese of our city, and maybe some tracts 
would help us. 

DR. FREEMAN: Some years ago $100 was appropriated for the impor- 
tation of suitable tracts from our publication house in China. There is 
quite a number of them still on hand, and we shall be glad to furnish you 
with what you may need. 

REv. G. F. HOPKINS: I have frequently felt the need of small tracts 
for revival services. I have felt like writing some for myself. I do not 
know whether there are such published ; but if not there ought to be. 

Dr. CAMPBELL: I, too, believe in revival tracts. There is a need just 
here, and great good, in my judgment, can be done by tracts that will pave 
the way fora revival and help the people to arrive at adecision. I believe 
we could all be greatly helped in our work by such tracts. But how are 
we to know what tracts may be in the hands of the Society? They may 
have the very tract we want, and yet we may not know it. How can we 
know what the Society has on hand to suit the special work we may have 
to do? 

DR. HURLBUT: If any preacher wants to know the very latest and best 
we have on hand for revival work, or for anything else, just let him drop 
us a postal card, stating what especial work he designs thern for, and we 
will send him twenty-five or thirty of our best without a cent’s expense to 
him. Inthis way you have the same advantage as if you were to come 
all the way to New York and examine for yourselves, 

REv. V. S. COLLINS: I presume we have all felt at times, like Brother 
Hopkins, that we would better write a tract upon some given theme to 
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help us in some given work; but I have not felt that way now for a long 
time. When that impression came I found, without exception, on turn- 
ing to the catalogue of tracts, there was something already published on 
the subject that was quite as satisfactory as anything I might be able to 
write. Especiaily is this true of revival tracts such as Brother Hopkins 
says he needs, It seems to me that every phase of moral and spiritual 
need and life has already been touched upon or fully developed in the 
tracts already published. I must also disagree with Doctors Wilding and 
Campbell about the scarcity of stories among our present tract publica- 
tions. Of course we may differ as to what a story is, and thus have two 
sides to the discussion ; but if we mean by a story a narrative of events, 
then we have already in our list a very large number, a decided majority, 
of stories. Dr. Freeman has already found one hundred and twenty-five 
different narrative tracts here on the table from this small number of sam- 
ple tracts. I grant you that if we are to confine story tracts to mere 
fiction then the number is much smaller; it ought to be smaller. Why 
feed our youth on false stories when the history of the past and the hur- 
ried rush of present life teem with facts and incidents that make the most 
thrilling of stories, yet are all true? I congratulate our Book Agents on 
their wisdom in keeping out from their lists so much of second-rate fiction, 
and filling its list with stories from real life that move us to tears, or 
arouse us to action, or inspire us to emulate the noble deeds of these char- 
acters from real life. 

DR. CAMPBELL: Why, I think the brother agrees with me most fully. 
He agrees with me that story tracts are what are needed. I am glad he 
has found such a complete list of story tracts among our present publica- 
tions. 

DR. HURLBUT: When I spoke of our purpose of keeping out story 
tracts I meant those of which Brother Collins spoke, namely, stories 
purely imaginative. We have, as he says, already a large number of ex- 
cellent stories from real life that we publish, and are among our best sellers, 
like the story of Bishop Thoburn’s conversion. Such a story as that is not 
under the ban. 

Dr. MURRAY: I think with Brother Collins that we ought to give the 
preference to true stories. This need of having our illustrations from fact 
and not fiction was brought home to me very clearly by my little girl some 
time ago. I had used a story to illustrate a point in my sermon, and on 
reaching home my little girl said to me, “ Papa, was that story you told 
true, or was it just preaching?” I think we ought to be careful to have 
as much fact and as little fiction in our tracts as we do in our sermons. 

Dr. WATERS: In the past I have not used the tract as much as per- 
haps you brethren do; but I think I will try to use them more. Ofcourse 
our colored people do not read as much as your people ; yet I feel sure 
that some tracts mentioned here to-day will help my people. Iwas much 
interested in the story of the tract Buy Your Own Cherries, as told by 
Brother Akers. My people, too, are troubled with the rum curse, and I 
intend to circulate that tract among them, and see if we cannot use it to 
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help them. I shall certainly recommend to the ministers of my district the 
circulation of tracts, and especially this one. If we can only get our peo- 
ple to read and think it will be better for them and better for the Church. 

REv. T.S. ALS: I am very glad the Tract Society holds its anniversary 
in Wilmington at this time. The representative of the Society that spoke 
in our church yesterday did us good service. We were glad to be honored 
with his presence and to listen to the message he brought us. As to this 
question of rum, I often wondered why it was there is such fearful mor- 
tality among the people of my race. They do seem to die so easily, and 
at times the mortality is fearful. I never knew the reason until in the 
Wilmington Preachers’ Meeting one morning that good man, Dr. Hulburd, 
told usit was rum. During the old slave days the slaves were not allowed 
to drink rum and get drunk; but with freedom came the same license to 
drink that the white man enjoyed. So our race is getting to be a race of 
drunkards. We must save them from it. I, too, shall circulate that tract 
Buy Your Own Cherrzes. For if they will stop buying rum they will 
not only be able to buy their own cherries, but will be able to buy better 
clothes and buy their own homes and live in honor. I want a number of 
copies of that tract for my people. 

DR. HURLBUT: You may not know that we publisha little paper called 
Good Tidings, especially for our colored brethren in the South. Now, this 
little paper has done great good. Because of the scarcity of money these 
hard times there was talk in the committee of abandoning its publication, 
but because of the urgent appeals of those to whom it is sent the commit- 
tee would not discontinue it. So it will still be published, and we hope it 
will continue to do good among our brethren. 

One thing remember, brethren, it requires money to run our Society. 
In your collections for this cause do, I pray you, give the people a chance. 
Sometimes there are a score or more of appointments in a Conference that 
take no collections for us at all. When the preachers are making their 
report, and I heara brother say, ‘‘ Collections nearly all taken,” I know at 
once that the Tract Society and Sunday School Union will have blanks in 
the Minutes. Sometimes, in order to prevent a blank, a pastor will take a 
dollar out of his own pocket so as to report “all the collections taken.” 
Now, please, we do not want that. We do not want the preachers to sup- 
port our Society. Give the people a chance at it, and we will get more 
money, and it will be money in your pockets. 

DR. FREEMAN: One important point we did not discuss, but there is 
not time now; that is, how best to distribute tracts? In this work the 
Epworth Leagues are increasingly useful. The “Department of Mercy 
and Help” in many places is very efficient in this work. The committee 
appointed by the Quarterly Conference is generally more ornamental than. 
useful. Some charges, however, really use their committees, and where 
they do their work well they prove a blessing to the Church. 

I would again call your attention to our catalogue of tracts, and shall be 
glad to have you come forward at the close of the conference and select 
what tracts you prefer. 
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REV. V. S. COLLINS: Mr, Chairman, I offer the following resolution, 
and move its adoption: 

Resolved, That we, the members of the Wilmington and Delaware An- 
nual Conferences, present at this Tract Conference, hereby express our 
thanks to the Tract Society for holding its annual meeting with us. We 
hereby express our confidence in the management of said Society, our 
gratification at the good work it is doing, our congratulations on the suc- , 
cess of its work, and pledge it our heartiest sympathy and support. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted, Mr. Collins putting the 
motion. 


After adjournment the specimens of tracts exhibited were 
placed at the disposal of those present, who came forward 
and availed themselves of the opportunity thus offered. 
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III. 
BUSINESS MEMORANDA. 





BUSINESS ADDRESS, 


All communications respecting the general business of the Society 
should be addressed to the Corresponding Secretary, the Rev. J. L. Hurl- 
but, D.D., 150 Fifth Avenue, New York. 

Funds may be remitted to the Treasurer, Homer Eaton, D.D., at the 
same place. 

Remittances may also be made to any one of the Treasurers of the vari- 
ous local committees, as follows: 

George B. Johnson, 222 West Fourth Street, Cincinnati, O. 

C. R. Magee, 38 Bromfield Street, Boston, Mass. 

O. A. Oliver, 57 Washington Street, Chicago, Ill. 

F. B. Clegg, 1018 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Rev. J. Lanahan, D.D., 118 East Baltimore Street, Baltimore, Md. 

S. H. Pye, 1505 Lucas Place, St. Louis, Mo. 

William Abbott, 1037 Market Street, San Francisco, Cal. 

Rev. J. Horner, D.D., 524 Penn Avenue, Pittsburg, Pa, 


APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS. 


Applications for grants should be addressed to the Corresponding Sec- 
retary at New York, or to the Secretary of the local committee nearest to 
the applicant. The brethren above named as treasurers of the local com- 
mittees are also secretaries of the same. 


BLANK FOR MAKING APPLICATIONS. 


To the Corresponding Secretary of the Tract Soctety: 

Being desirous ofscirculating tractsionjirai wash isa eae Appointment, 
sy sens as gra chat Stave eet nts Conference, weirequestaicrant: Of%. hy. Sanint. niece aie 
dollars’ worth of tracts. The collection from this appointment last year 
for the Tract Society amounted to $.......... 


[&s> Fill out and sign the preceding blank and forward it to the Corre- 
sponding Secretary at New York, or to the committee at Cincinnati, 
Chicago, Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, St. Louis, or San 
Francisco, as may be most convenient. 

No application for a grant can be considered unless it is signed or in- 
dorsed by the pastor. 

If the pastor (either of a mission or of a self-supporting church) be 
merely a “ supply,” so that his name does not appear in the General Min- 
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utes, the application cannot be considered unless it has the indorsement of 
the presiding elder. 

By order of the board, pastors of self-supporting churches are entitled 
to tracts for distribution to the value of one half of the last collection 
taken for the Tract Society, provided such collection has been taken within 
a year previous to the date of application. 

Grants are not made on more than one year’s collection at a time. If the 
grant be not asked for within the year it is understood that it is not desired. 

It sometimes happens that a pastor desires a grant of tracts when his 
predecessor failed to take a collection for the Society. Let the pastor state 
the circumstances of the case on making application, and due considera- 
tion will be given to the request. 


SUGGESTIONS TO PASTORS: 


To prevent confusion and possible annoyance to themselves, we beg pas- 
tors desiring tracts to note the following : 

1, The Book Concern and the Tract Society are two distinct corpora- 
tions, each having its own executive officers and its own rules. 

2. The Agents of the Book Concern publish tracts and sell them, but 
they are not authorized to give them away. When applications come to 
them for grants of tracts they hand them to the officers of the Tract So- 
ciety for consideration. 

3. The Tract Society does not print or publish or sell tracts, but it does 
make donations of tracts, first buying them of the Book Concern. 

4. When a pastor sends an order to the Book Agents for tracts, and 
makes no reference to any desire for a grant, it is to be supposed that he 
expects these tracts to be charged to his personal account, and that he 
further expects to pay for them. This is the only business-like view to 
take of the matter. Yet it occasionally happens that a pastor, when the 
bill is sent him, objects to paying it on the ground that he has taken a 
tract collection and is entitled to a grant of tracts. The time to speak of 
that was when he sent his order. It would then have regularly come 
before the Tract Society as an application for a grant. There is no 
more reason for the Tract Society paying for the tracts ordered by a pas- 
tor than there is for its paying for the books or periodicals he orders. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give unto the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in- 
corporated by an Act of the Legislature of the State of New York, passed 
PY 20, TOA ERer Sut OL ie meee ie amc tes dollars for the purposes of 
said Society, and for which the receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be 
a sufficient discharge. 


Ja¥~ Persons disposed to make bequests to the Society are requested to 
be careful to adopt the above form, and also to give timely notice to the 
officers of the Society, in order that legacies may not be diverted from 
their intended objects. 
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IV. 
CHARTER. 





AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE TRACT SOCIETY OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. PASSED APRIL 20, 1874, 


The People of the State of New York, represented tn Senate and Assem- 
bly, do enact as follows : 


SECTION 1. The Act entitled ‘An Act to Incorporate the Tract So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” passed April fifteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and any Act amendatory thereof, or relating to said 
Society, are hereby respectively amended so as to read as follows : 

SECTION 2. The several persons now composing the said Society, and all 
other persons who may become associated with them, and their successors, 
are hereby constituted a body corporate and politic, by the name of “ The 
Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” and by that name they 
and their successors shall and may have perpetual succession, and shall, 
in law, be capable of suing and being sued in any court whatsoever, and 
may have and use a common seal, and may alter the same at pleasure; 
and such Corporation is and shall be capable of purchasing, holding, and 
conveying such real and personal estate as the purposes of the said corpo- 
ration shall require, not exceeding in amount five hundred thousand dol- 
lars; but the annual income of the real estate held by it at any one time 
within the State of New York shall not exceed the sum of seventy-five 
thousand dollars. 

SECTION 3. The object of the said Corporation shall be to diffuse the 
blessings of education, civilization, and Christianity, throughout the United 
States and elsewhere, by the publication and distribution of tracts, cheap 
publications, and books. 

SECTION 4. The management and disposition of the affairs and property 
of the said corporation shall be vested in a Board of Managers, composed 
of thirty-two laymen of the Methodist Episcopal. Church, and thirty-two 
traveling ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church appointed by the 
General Conference of said Church at its quadrennial sessions, and of the 
Bishops of said Church, who shall be ex-officzo members of said Board. 
Such Managers as were appointed by said General Conference at its last 
session shall be entitled to act as such, from and after the passage of this 
Act, until they or others appointed by the ensuing General Conference 
shall assume their duties. Any such Board of Managers may fill any va- 
cancy happening therein until the term shall commence of the managers 
appointed by an ensuing General Conference. Said Board of Managers 
shall have such power as may be necessary for the management and dis- 
position of the affairs and property of the said Corporation, in conformity 
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with the Constitution of said Society, as it now exists, or as it may be 
from time to time amended by the General Conference, and to elect 
the officers of the Society, except as herein otherwise provided; and 
such Board of Managers shall be subordinate to any directions or 
regulations made, or to be made, by said General Conference. 

SECTION 5. Thirteen members of the said Board of Managers, at any 
meeting thereof, shall be a sufficient number for the transaction of busi- 
ness. The Corresponding Secretaries and the Treasurer of said Society 
shall be elected by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and shall hold their offices for four years, or until their successors 
are elected; and in case of a vacancy by resignation, death, or otherwise, 
the Bishops of the said Methodist Episcopal Church shall fill any vacancy 
in the office till the ensuing General Conference. And, until otherwise 
provided by the General Conference, said Board of Managers may appoint 
and remove at pleasure the Treasurer of said Corporation. 

SECTION 6. The said Corporation shall be capable of taking, receiving, 
or holding any real or personal estate, by virtue of any devise contained 
in any last will and testament of any person whomsoever ; subject, how- 
ever, to the limitation expressed in the second section of this Act as to the 
aggregate amount of such real estate, and also to the provisions of an Act 
entitled “An Act relating to Wills,” passed April eighteenth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty; and the said Corporation shall be also competent to 
act asa trustee in respect to any devise or bequest pertaining to the ob- 
jects of said Corporation, and devises and bequests of real or personal 
property may be made directly to said Corporation, or in trust for any of 
the purposes comprehended in the general objects of said Society, and such 
trusts may continue for such time as may be necessary to accomplish the 
purposes for which they may be created. 

SECTION 7. The said Corporation shall also possess the general powers 
specified in and by the Third Title of Chapter Eighteen of the First Part 
of the Revised Statutes of the State of New York. 

SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect immediately. 





V. 
CONSTITUTION. 





(Adopted by the General Conference at Cincinnati, May 27, 1880.) 


ARTICLE I. This Association shall be denominated the Tract Society of . 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

ART. 2. Its object shall be to diffuse knowledge by the circulation of the 
publications of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the English and other 
languages in our own and foreign countries. 
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ART. 3. Any person paying to this Society at one time $10 shall thereby 
become an honorary member for life ; and the payment of $25 at one time 
shall constitute an honorary director for life. 

ART. 4. Persons constituted honorary life members by the payment of 
$10, not designated for any special object, shall be entitled to receive 
tracts to the value of two dollars each year; or, if they prefer, they may 
receive tracts at any one time to the amount of half the sum paid. 

ART. 5. A public anniversary shall be held each year at such time and 
place as the Board of Managers shall determine. 

ART. 6. The senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
President of the Society. The remaining Bishops shall be its Vice Presi- 
dents, ranking in the order of seniority. An honorary Vice President may 
be appointed by each Annual Conference, There shall be appointed by 
the General Conference a Treasurer, and a Corresponding Secretary, who 
shall be the editor of the tracts. The other officers of the Society shall 
be a Recording Secretary and two elected Vice Presidents, who shall sev- 
erally be appointed by the Board of Managers at the regular quarterly 
meeting held in June of each year. 

ART. 7. The funds of this Society shall be expended under the direction 
of the Board of Managers in payment of the necessary expenses of the 
institution, and in the promotion of its general objects. In all cases of 
gratuitous aid, books and tracts shall be given instead of money, unless 
the latter is strictly necessary to the accomplishment of a constitutional 
object. 

ART. 8. The Board of Managers shall have power to enact their own 
by-laws; to fill vacancies in the board occurring in the intervals of the 
General Conference ; to remove the Treasurer from office, for cause to 
them sufficient, but only after a fair investigation before a quorum of the 
board with a Bishop in the chair ; to provide for the translation and pub- 
lication of tracts ; toemploy colporteurs ; to print and circulate appeals to 
the churches in behalf of the benevolent objects of the Society; to raise 
and disburse funds for those objects, and to establish committees of 
finance and appropriations wherever necessary. 

ART. 9. Each Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
may form a Conference Tract Society auxiliary to this, with power to 
adopt such measures as in the judgment of said Conference are best calcu- 
lated to promote the objects of this association, and to form sub-auxiliaries 
in its several circuits and stations. The presidents of the Conference aux< 
iliaries shall be honorary Vice Presidents of this Society, or where there 
is no auxiliary the Conference may appoint an honorary Vice President. 

ART. 10. When any member of the Board shall have been absent from 
four consecutive regular meetings of the Board without sending an excuse, 
such absence shall be deemed a resignation, and the Board shall have au- 
thority to declare the place vacant, and to fill itas other vacancies are filled. 

ART. 11. This Constitution cannot be altered except by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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VI. 
BY-LAWS. 





I. The regular meetings of the Board shall be held quarterly on the sec- 
ond Wednesday of March, June, September, and December. 


II. Special meetings may be called by any two of the officers or any four 
of the managers. 


III. Thirteen members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the 
Board. 


IV. At the regular meeting of the Board in June of each year the fol- 
lowing Standing Committees shall be appointed : 

I. An Executive Committee, to consist of the Corresponding Secretary, 
four ministers, and four laymen. It shall be their duty to consider and act 
on all applications that may be made in the intervals of the meetings of the 
Board, and to report their action for the approval of the Board. The Com- 
mittee shall have power to make grants, at their discretion, on all ordinary 
applications, but shall refer to the Board important applications except in 
urgent cases, and action in such cases shall not be valid unless at least 
three members of the Committee are present and concur. 

2. A Committee on Publications, to consist of five members. They 
shall represent this Board in all consultations which may be necessary with 
Book Agents or editors in reference to tract publications. 

3. A Legacy Committee of three members, to whom all questions relat- 
ing to bequests may be referred. They shall from time to time make such 
recommendations to the Board as the interests of the Society in this respect 
may require. 

4. An Auditing Committee of three, who shall audit the reports of the 
Treasurer and all bills presented to the Board. 

5. An Anniversary Committee of five, of whom the Corresponding Sec- 
retary shall be one. They shall make all necessary arrangements for the 
anniversaries of the Society, subject to the approval of the Board. 

6. There shall be appointed at each of the following places a Committee 
of Five, on Finance and Applications for aid : Cincinnati, Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburg, St. Louis, San Francisco, Bremen, Ger- 
many; Lucknow, India, Foo-Chow, China. 

It shall be the duty of each of these Committees on Finance and Appli- 
cations for Aid to make a quarterly report to the Treasurer at New York, 
such report showing the condition of the treasury at the beginning of the 
quarter, also the receipts and grants during the quarter, and the condition 
of the account at the close of the quarter; to remit with the quarterly re- 
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port the balance on hand, if any, and if the grants of the Committee have 
exceeded the funds on hand make a draft at sight for the amount on the 
Treasurer at New York; to make said quarterly report on or before the 
first Wednesday of March, June, September, and December; to make an 
annual report and forward the same to the Treasurer on or before the third 
Wednesday in January. 


V. Each standing committee shall keep a book of minutes from which 
an account of their proceedings shall be read at each regular meeting of 
the Board. 


VI. The Treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys received or exe 
pended, report the same at each regular meeting, submit his account to 
any auditing committee appointed by the Board, and answer all orders on 
the treasury authorized by the Board. 


VII. Resolutions must be reduced to writing if required by the Secretary 
or any member of the Board. 


VIII. All bills shall be passed by the Board and signed by the Record- 
ing Secretary before they are paid. 


IX. The order of business at the regular meetings of the Board shall be 
as following : 


. Devotional exercises. 

. Calling of roll. 

. Reading the minutes of the preceding meeting. 
. Unfinished business. 

The report of the Corresponding Secretary. 
The Treasurer’s report. 

. Reports of Standing Committees. 

. Reports of Special Committees, 

. Miscellaneous business. 

. Adjournment. 
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VII. 


OUR WORK DURING THE YEAR 





IL—REPORTS FROM THE FIELD. 


REPORT OF) THE GERMAN ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 


The Rev. F. H. Nagler, D.D., the German Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Tract Society, presents the following report for 
1896: 


We have a very large assortment of tracts in the German language, 
covering a wide field of topics; in all, 600 different tracts, containing no 
less than 4,610 pages. There were about one million pages of German 
tracts distributed during the year. German Methodists in general believe 
in the systematic distribution of tract literature; and any pastor can find 
persons in any of our city churches who are willing to distribute as many 
tracts as he is able to furnish them. 

In many places our sisters’ aid or missionary societies take this matter 
in hand; in others the young people of the Epworth Junior League are 
doing good work on this line. Some of our charges support city mission- 
aries and deaconesses, and these distribute many tracts. At Epworth 
League and Sunday school conferences the tract interest is almost always 
discussed in one way or another. At every Annual Conference we hold 
tract anniversaries and otherwise call attention to the interests of our tract 
cause. 

We published no new tract this year, but will undoubtedly be called 
upon to publish some in the near future. 


FROM VARIOUS PORTIONS OF THE HOME FIELD. 
THE FRENCH IN NEW ENGLAND. 


The Rev. Thomas A. Dorion is still laboring among the 
French immigrants in New England under the care of a 
committee of the New Hampshire Conference, of which he 
isa member. He resides in Manchester, N. H., from which 
he wrote as follows December 5, 1806: | 

With the grant made a year ago I was able to publish, besides my 
regular publication, the following religious tracts: Le Paysan et son 
Curé, 3,400 copies, or 13,600 pages; $15 de Récompense, 4,300 copies, 
or 17,200 pages; Why We Are Not Roman Catholécs, 1,500 copies, or 
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6,000 pages; Jean Baptiste et son Curé, 2,000 copies, or 8,000 pages ; 
Pourjout me suts-je fatt Protestant? etc., extra Revezl, 1,700 copies, or 
27,200 pages ; Opinzons Humatnes et Penstes Divine, 1,200 copies, or 
3,800 pages—giving a grand total of 14,100 copies, or 76,800 pages of 
these six tracts. 

This literature has done an untold good among the people. During 
the year, besides my own field, I have supplied free of cost 2,100 copies, 
or 98,690 pages of literature, to our French missionary at Lowell, Mass., 
who is doing in that city a good work. 

On account of two or three other French publications bearing the same 
name as mine, La Revezl, 1 have changed it to Le Foyer Chrétten, The 
Christtan Hearthstone, or Firestde. 1 have also changed its size to a 
more popular one among the French people. 

Dr. Michaud, a graduate of a Geneva (Switzerland) school, speaking 
lately of our French publications in the French Congregationalist news- 
paper, said they compare favorably with similar publications in Europe. 
I am fully convinced that if I had the means to distribute freely among 
the people three or four thousand copies a month of Le Foyer Chrétien 
in our different French fields of labor we would more than double our 
forces. The Presbyterians of Canada have spent, these late years, about 
$2,000 annually to scatter their literature among the French people of 
Canada, and the Congregationalists of this country are doing as much in 
New England. The Baptists, also, tried last year to establish a paper of 
their own, but found it too expensive and gave it up. I should have been 
obliged to do likewise long ago if I had not received help from the Tract 
Society. 


THE CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA. 


The Rev. Frederick J. Masters, D.D., Superintendent of 
the Chinese Mission of our Church in San Francisco, sent to 
the office of our Tract Society the following interesting re- 
port of tract work among the Chinese. In a letter dated 
December 13, 1895, he says: 


Our work among the Chinese on this coast has been very materially 
benefited by the generous grant of twenty-five dollars last year, and the 
same amount this, by the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. This sum, judiciously expended at the different Christian tract 
depositories in China, where printing and paper are ridiculously cheap, 
enables us to procure each year a variety of four or five thousand tracts, 
leaflets, and small books on different Gospel subjects written in different 
styles, from the ornate style suited to the fastidious tastes of the Chinese 
scholar to the colloquial and more simple phraseology that can be read 
by the illiterate laborers. 

These tracts have been distributed only where there has: been some in- 
terest shown in the Gospel, and our usual plan has been to distribute 
them after our street meetings. Open-air services are held in the different 
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Chinatowns and camps throughout the State wherever the missionary and 
his assistants itinerate. The crowd gathers, listens with attention, and 
when the missionary finishes his discourse a bundle of tracts, selected in 
harmony with the subject preached upon, is produced. The preacher, 
still standing upon a box or chair, breaks open the package, reads the title 
of the tract, and offers them to the crowd. Every Sabbath afternoon a 
preaching service is held on Waverley Street, San Francisco, under the 
heathen temple to the Queen of Heaven. There are usually two or three 
hundred Chinamen present, and when the preacher finishes his discourse 
there is a great rush to obtain a tract or book. I have seen a hundred 
hands held out toward the preacher. “Pz xgo fo!” is the cry—‘ Give 
me one! Give me one!” Last Sabbath a man told me he could not 
read himself, but every Sunday he took a tract home to his son, who was a 
scholar, and got him to read it to him. He stated that quite a number 
of people in the store will also gather together in the evening to hear these 
tracts read. ; 

The tract called Dzalogue between Preacher and Temple Keeper has 
been greatly blessed to the awakening of idolaters. It is safe to say that 
hundreds have given up image worship from reading that one tract. 

One day I was at Sacramento preaching in the street, and a man came 
forward to ask questions. I noticed that he spoke very reverently and 
appreciatively of our religion, and from the tenor of his remarks I judged 
that he had been under religious instruction. I found on inquiry that he 
possessed a large collection of Christian tracts, which he had studied in- 
telligently and had learned all the essentials of our faith. He had come 
to ask me to explain some difficult points, and went away expressing his 
conviction that he had found the true God and the true religion. 

These Chinese tracts have been sent to Portland, Ore., Boise City, Ida., 
several Chinese camps in Montana and Washington, and to all the princi- 
pal Chinatowns in California during the year. 


THE SAILORS, 


We have on several occasions aided the Seamen’s Chris- 
tian Association of the City of New York. The kind of work 
done by the managers and missionaries of the Society is indi- 
cated by the following extract from their last annual report: 


As we have visited the large ships belonging to the different transat- 
lantic lines we have realized more than ever the great usefulness of mis- 
sionary labor among seafaring men, the vast field to cultivate, and the 
great need of faithful, zealous workers. It has been the duty and privilege 
of our Visiting Committee, escorted by our missionary, to visit more thor- 
oughly certain sections of the steamers hitherto unknown to us, and by 
so doing we have been deeply impressed with the importance and possi- 
bility of imparting sunshine and happiness, even though temporarily, to 
this class of men among whom we labor. 

To those who have comfortable homes and lead lives of comparative 
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luxury and ease it may seem hardly credible that there are hundreds of 
seamen, including firemen, stokers, and engineers, employed upon all the 
large vessels, many of whom, though rough in appearance, have warm, 
receptive hearts, capable of thoroughly appreciating a kind word of advice 
and sympathy, who are also easily tempted to wander from the right path. 


It is among this class of hard-working seamen that the 
Association has distributed the tracts granted them. A let- 
ter from the Secretary of the Association, under date of 
February 11, 1896, says: 

Our work among the seamen progresses, and we realize daily that much 
good is being effected among this class. Our missionary visits the differ- 
ent steamers regularly, sometimes accompanied by one or more members 
of our Association. The attendance of seamen at our evening services 
varies. Our room is frequently crowded to its utmost capacity, and again 
the numbers are few. Our “little home meetings,” as I like to call them, 
are very satisfactory, for we are enabled to hear personally from our sea- 
men friends. 


In another letter from the same writer, dated November 
18, 1896, she says: 

The grant of tracts which you have made toward our Association has 
been a great help in our good work, not only during the past year, but in 
former years. 

Our missionary visits the ships of the different transatlantic lines daily, 
and always takes tracts, leaflets, and other good reading to distribute 
among the seamen, giving at the same time an invitation, by card or paper 
notice, to our evening meeting. We always keep a few tracts in sight in 
our little rack, hoping thus to sow the good seed. Very often, in fact al- 
ways, when witnessing the signing of our temperance pledge, personally I 
inclose one in the envelope with the pledge card, 

Sometimes a seaman will tell us quietly that it was through reading a 
tract that he was influenced to come to the mission, or in some way he 
was benefited. As arule seamen are very shy and reticent, but occa- 
sionally one will give his testimony during one of our evening meetings 
that he is striving to be a Christian. For instance, one evening last week, 
when present, I heard a man say in tremulous voice, “ This is the first 
time I have ever spoken in a meeting of this kind, for I’ve been trying to 
serve God only about a month, but I read in his word that ‘if any man be 
ashamed to confess me before men, of him will I be ashamed before my 
Father in heaven.’”’ This is one of many witnesses. 


THE SPANISH PAPER IN NEW MEXICO. 
The Rev. Thomas Harwood continues to edit the Spanish 
paper in New Mexico, E/ Abogado Cristiano. He sent us the 
following report from Albuquerque, June 18, 1896: 
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The following is a report in brief of what we are doing: 

1. The Abogado Crést¢ano is a twelve-page monthly, and is devoted to 
religion, morality, education, and temperance. We send out monthly 
about five hundred copies, mostly in New Mexico, but also in Anjona, 
Colorado, California, Texas, Chihuahua, and Lenora, and many other 
places, and we feel that the paper is doing a great deal of good. Not only 
is it doing good, but we feel that it is absolutely essential to the interest of 
our work. The Romanists have their Spanish paper, and that would put 
us to a great disadvantage without ours. 

2. We are not only publishing the paper, but we publish tracts and scat- 
ter them forth freely. We have just published one on temperance that 
takes well; also one on the Demorest Medal Contest. We translated 
the English of one of the contests into Spanish, and eight of our Mexican 
biblical students spoke before a large audience. The committee of Mexi- 
can judges decided in favor of one of the boys. The interest was so great 
the audience asked that the speaking might be repeated. ‘These speeches 
make a tract of sixteen pages. They will be read with interest all over 
the Mission. 

3. We are also publishing in the paper the Bishops’ Address to the Gen- 
eral Conference, This will be read with much interest by our people, and 
the information is invaluable for our work. We expect to put that also in 
tract form. 

4. Had we published nothing but the paper, £7 Adogado Cristzano, — 
with its well-prepared matter in defense of our holy Christianity, scattered 
as it is over such a vast field of people speaking a foreign language, that 
of itself would or ought to justify you in the aid you have given us; but 
when we add to that tracts by the thousands each year, with their leaves 
of healing to the nations, and other publications, we feel that we are do- 
ing such a grand work we ought to be helped. At this time we are in 
great need of funds. Times are so hard and our people so poor that it 
necessitates much gratuitous work. 


REPORTS FROM THE CHURCHES. 


In November a communication was sent to the pastors 
who had received grants during the year, asking for a report 
of the mode of distributing the tracts, and also what good re- 
sults of the distribution had come to their knowledge. They 
were further requested to offer suggestions as their experi- 
ence could furnish for carrying out the work. The replies 
from the pastors have been very gratifying, showing an in- 
creasing interest in tract distribution. As herewith given 
they will be found interesting reading. In presenting them 
we merely mention the name of the State whence the reply 
was sent. It will be seen that they cover all parts of the 
country, from Maine to California. 
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Maine. 


I have found various uses for tracts during the past year. We have on 
our Tract Committee a gentleman who believes in their efficiency. He 
has distributed many of them on railroad trains, depositing some in the 
wall pockets provided for literature in public places. He considers the 
most effective method to be the careful study of the condition of the indi- 
vidual and the presentation of a tract that best fits the case. 

In our League work, when discussing one of the topics concerning for- 
bidden amusements, we furnished each member with a copy of Dr. Buck- 
ley’s tract on that subject, No. 2148. 

After a sermon on systematic beneficence the tract, Thanksgzving Ann, 
No. 253, was distributed as the congregation passed out. We furnish our 
probationers with Tract No. 113, #zrst Words for a Probationer, What 
the results from these tracts will be time alone can make known. To me 
it seems as if they must accomplish the work for which they are published. 


Massachusetts. 


Our tracts are being used chiefly by our deaconess in her visiting, and 
she considers them an important part of her equipment. I have also fur- 
nished some to brethren at their request for use on the streets and in shops, 
and I use some myself for inquirers and young Christians especially. 


From another town in the same State we havea report di- 
rectly from one of the deaconesses. 


The tracts were given to the deaconesses of the Home for distribution. 
The grant consisted of one tract, Ze Deaconess. This tract is given in 
the house-to-house calling, to all interested visitors at the Home, and dis- 
tributed in public audiences after addresses are given on deaconess work. 
The results are good. Prejudice is dispelled, interest awakened, and much 
material help brought into the Home through the reading of them. The 
farmers have brought their donations, saying, “I read that little tract, so 
I thought you would need this,” etc. 

More than a year ago a grant of miscellaneous tracts was received by 
us. These were distributed by the deaconesses to the people whom they 
visit ; after personal conversation we find a tract often gives enlighten- 
ment on some subject. We have been told by our parishioners that they 
have been helped. Especially is this true with young converts. They make 
their decision of a church home by reading doctrinal tracts. All distribu- 
tion is through personal work, that is, after visiting and talking to the 
person I bring or send to him the tracts which I think most helpful to 
him. 

Rhode Island. 

I have used the tracts in my pastoral work, carrying a few in my 
pocket, and giving them out as I founda chance. All to whom I have 
given them have received them courteously, and I pray for good results 


from the seed sown. 
3 
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Connecticut. 


I had one hundred of the Ram’s Horn Spear Pocnis placed in the 
church seats.on a recent Saturday, and at the close of the service scarcely 
one half dozen were left behind. The people eagerly read them, and I 
heard from them in the testimonies afterward given. They struck home. 
I have used several methods of distribution: 1. The Tract Committee, 
who collect the annual collection, take tracts with them when collecting. 
2. Epworth League Mercy and Help, Vice President, and Assistant Com- 
mittee distribute them in calling on sick and strangers. 3. The new con- 
verts do tract work by districts. 


We have a faithful exhorter here who received and mainly distributed 
the tracts sent during my predecessor’s ministry. This brother has a mis- 
sion down in the ward along the river, where every Sabbath he holds 
meetings and distributes tracts, etc. He is a judicious distributer, and is 
much thought of in our city. _ He also visits the factories and the suburbs 
of the city, and carries the little messengers of grace, and frequently 
brings in good reports of work done. 


New York. 


The tracts were distributed through the committee of the Epworth 
League, all of whom speak very encouragingly. They say they are care- 
ful in the distribution, trying to have them go where they will do the most 
good. There are many who ask for them. Some are now attending 
church since reading the tracts who had not attended for some time. 


In the course of my ordinary pastoral visiting I always have some tracts 
in my pocket and give them away as opportunity seems to offer. 


The tracts were distributed through the Band of Hope and by being 
placed in the pews. The results from them eternity alone will reveal. 


The most of the tracts were distributed by me personally and by mail 
in connection with revival services last winter. Some were given to others 
to use at that time. As to the results reached I have no definite knowl- 
edge, but I believe them very useful, and shall use them again this winter. 


The tracts were placed on a table near the vestibule, and the congrega- 
tion were requested each to take one and read, and then hand to some one 
else. 


We distribute our tracts by tne children of the Sunday school, especially 
the primary class, so as to reach homes that are not connected with the 
church, 


I have given most of the tracts out myself. A few have been put into 
the hands of the Mercy and Help Department of the League and carefully 
distributed. We tried to discriminate and give the right tract in the right 
place. 
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I take the tracts with me in my pastoral work; I give them to the Mercy 
and Help Department of Epworth League for distribution, also to the Junior 
League, and they hand them to persons on the street. We take them to 
the jail and almshouse. Occasionally I give them to the congregation as 
they pass out of the church. 


The tracts were distributed, partly through the Tract Committee, and 
partly by circulating them through the pews of the church. 


The grant of tracts received by this charge consisted of some copies 
of .The Methodist Episcopalian, which I keep on hand to give one to 
every person uniting with the church on probation, urging all such to read 
and become familiar with our General Rules and the ritual for reception 
into full membership. 


We made good use of your grant of tracts. We utilized them in the 
advertisement of the Epworth League meetings, having the League 
announcements printed on the fourth page, which appears to be con- 
veniently left blank for that purpose. 


We were about to engage in revival work, and the tracts were selected 
and distributed with that aim. The church was visited with the greatest 
revival in its history. JI attribute much of our success to personal work 
and the influence of your tracts. 


The grants of tracts [that is, the leaflets explaining the work of the 
Sunday School Union and of the Tract Society] which you sent me have 
been used, as tracts from other benevolent societies, in the working of the 
model benevolent system which I have devised for the taking of all of 
our benevolences together, save for education, which is taken on Children’s 
Day, and for missions, which is taken later. The method of distribution is 
by a committee of ladies, who about Wednesday after “ Field Day,” when 
I preach on all the various causes, deliver them in packages, a tract from 
each society envelope, with a pastoral letter explaining the whole matter, 
and urging them all to be out the following Sabbath and contribute what 
they, feel able to give, and if they can’t come, send. The result is almost 
invariably double what was raised before, your societies sharing in the 
helpful increase. 


I put the tracts into the hands of those who volunteered to read them, 
and then distribute where, in their judgment, they were likely to produce 
the best results. I had no difficulty in finding distributers among the 
ladies of our church, many. of whom are very much interested in home 
missionary work and are organized for that purpose. 


I put the tracts into the hands of our deaconess, and she thus reports : 
“‘T have used the tracts in house-to-house work, going from door to door, 
taking in every denomination, leaving a tract and paper in every home, 
with the request that they read it and pass it on to some one else, In 
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going back over the ground to call on special cases, several have spoken 
to me of ‘the help and comfort received in reading the little tract you left 
me, and I sent it on to a friend of mine.’ ”’ 


We have used nearly all of the tracts in our Sunday school. The 
people are poor and cannot afford the luxury of Sunday school papers, 
and through God I trust the tracts have accomplished some good. There 
seems less of vice in that wicked community, less dancing and carousing, 
than when I first came to the charge. And we will give God the glory. 
Your tracts can talk better than I can, and doubtless are more far-reach- 
ing in their influence. I do think good results will come from their dis- 
tribution. The Sunday school superintendent gave them out to the chil- 
dren and older people, at two or three different times, after Sunday school. 


The tracts were received and distributed by me personally in the 
county hospital and almshouse. Many of the foreign tracts, of course, 
I cannot trace. I do know many of the Polish were gratefully received and 
carefully read and preserved. The Poles manifested great pleasure when 
I gave them a tract in their own language, and would ask for another the 
next time I went out. The Germans also were interested and pleased to 
receive them. They have often handed them back to me to give to some 
one else afterthey had passed them around in their own ward. I have 
been less satisfied with the results and general manifestations among the 
Italians. They take whatever is given them, whether they can read or 
not. Some, I am sure, cannot read; I judge from the way they handle 
the tract. Others who can read have been much pleased to receive them 
and read them eagerly. I expect better results and more careful distri- 
bution this next year than last, because we have now an Italian mission- 
ary in our city, whom I have interested also in the work at the almshouse 
and hospital. I am frequently asked for the English tracts, and think the 
people are interested in spiritual things. I cannot trace any definite con- 
version to the influence of tracts used by me. I sow the seed with 
prayer, and leave results with God. I have made the tracts go farther by 
using with them religious papers collected by the League. 

It is a discouraging field, and results are meager, it is true. But these 
poor people have souls, and Christ loves them. I only wish I knew better 
how to reach them and win them to the Lord. I will use all means at 
hand to accomplish that end. 


A lady in a town in New York made frequent visits to 
public meetings held in the streets, in the parks, and in the 
slums, taking with her every time a package of tracts and 
distributing them. In making her report she says: 


I found only one man who refused to take a tract, and a fellow-loafer 
rebuked him. Often those rough, uncouth men, would bare their heads, 
leaving them uncovered until I passed out from among them. The chil- 
dren would follow mea half block begging for those tiny booklets. I 


TRACT SOCIETY. 37 


used to tell them to run home and ask their parents to read them to them. 
I always try to give a tract as if I were asking a favor of them. I often 
say, ‘‘ Here’s something good, read it over very carefully, and then hand it 
to some one else, and so be doing good.” I often shake hands with them, 
no matter if my glovesare dainty. The rough men say, ‘‘ Lady, my hands 
are not fit to touch yours, but I’ll take the bit of reading and thank you 
kindly.” 

I bees also gone out into the parks where the people sat, and have left 
them reading the little messages. I give away on the streets where people 
sit at their doors Sunday afternoon, and on the street corners to young 
men and boys who are loafing. I read their faces and tried to give what 
I thought they needed, for I always carried a variety with me. I took 
tracts to prayer meetings, in fact, everywhere, and found beautiful oppor- 
tunities. If a tramp came to my back door for a meal I fed him, then 
handed him a tract with some other good reading matter. Poor fellows! 
some of them seem as hungry for reading matter as they are for food. I 
also take tracts to the hospital, going from cot to cot, cheering this one, 
comforting that. O, how eagerly these poor lonely sick ones look for these 


little tracts ! 
I found one man chafing under his first long sickness. I talked to him 


as if he were a Christian. The tears ran down his cheeks. I left some 
tracts, among them A Bag of Blessings. When I came next he ex- 
claimed, ‘‘ Thank God, I asked him to send you!” Then he told me that 
once he had been a Christian, but for years he had been living for self, that 
my words had stirred memories, and how after reading those tracts he had 
come back to Christ, and now all the impatience was gone. He said, 
“Why, it seems as if half the pain was gone, and the doctors are sur- 
prised at my improvement.” 

A beautiful girl, an Italian, with an incurable disease, to whom I gave 
the tract Car/et/a, getting a friend to translate it for her, always looks glad 
when I come, and tries to tell me something, but can’t speak English, so I 
can’t find out, but she puts her hand on her heart and looksup. Her face 
lives with me, so beautiful and so glad. I call her “Little Sunshine,” 
and nurse and patients say it just suits her. 

I find the Rescue Mission a good place to work with my tracts. I give 
suitable tracts to new converts. If they say that dancing led them astray, 
I give that tract Facts About Dancing. If | find a man starting out in 
his Christian path with his tobacco, I hand him a tract Ox Tobacco. 
Many rough young men come to the meetings, Jews, Catholics, Italians. 
I try to put a tract into everyone’s hand, I have never yet seen one left 
on the seat or torn up; they generally look them over and slip them into 
their pockets ; of course, they often laugh, but they always take them. 

One day last week a gentle, womanly woman came to me in sore trouble. 
Her husband, a fine, intelligent, loving man, had taken to drink, She had 
been a Christian, but grew discouraged. The week before I had induced 
her to come back, down to the mission. Her husband will not go to serv- 
ices anywhere, so is hard to reach. I sent him the tract Zo an Uncon- 
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verted Husband, He Needs a Hand, and two or three others. I gave her 
Wazrting for Robert. That night she said, with a sweet, restful face, all 
the lines of worry gone, ‘‘ I have decided to leave all to God and let him 
answer prayer in his own good time.” She told me she laid the tracts 
down, as if carelessly, by her husband’s papers, and found on going home 
he had stayed at home all the evening and had been reading them. The 
next night he came to the meeting with her, and has been twice since. 

From information received froma reformed fallen woman I started out 
and left the tract called 4 Prodigal Daughter, with others, at the doors 
of those shameful places. Often the doors would be locked, and I would 
slip a tract in under the doors. We give tracts on temperance when we 
have temperance meetings or have temperance sermons. 

I think if one wants to be a really successful tract distributer he must — 
get very near the Master and catch much of his yearning love and pity for 
souls. Much consecrated tact is needed. I am just learning what a 
beautiful work it is. It gives many opportunities to speak a direct word 
for the Master. I saw a young man of our church pinning tracts on trees 
and posts, laying them on steps, dropping them on the sidewalk. I said, 
“Dear boy, there is a better way than that. That looks sneaky to me, 
and don’t you think sinners will think so too? They like to see a plucky, 
straightforward Christian.” 

I think God’s people have a great deal to do in getting into loving per- 
sonal contact with ungodly men and women and compelling them to think. 
New Jersey. 

We selected our tracts with reference to missions, temperance, juniors, 
revival work, prayer meeting, and pastor’s work. In the near future we 
intend to have Temperance Sunday and give out tracts on temperance. 

We find that the children of our Junior League will do most anything 
for a tract; the tracts are a great incentive to the children. They not 
only read them but some of them, pass them along. Others save them to 
send to some asylum or‘hospital. We selected those on revival work and 
counsels to those seeking Christ, that we may use them during the coming 
months, for as a church we are praying for a baptism of the Holy Spirit in 
all our hearts. The tracts for prayer meeting and vesper service will be 
given out at the services, and those on missions we shall use for a mis- 
sionary service in the Sunday school. The tracts for pastor’s use we 
selected for use in visitation. I am very sure that the tracts that were se- 
lected for our missionary and temperance work will be of great help to the 
children, and no doubt have a tendency to make them dnxious to help 
both causes as best they can. 


Tracts were distributed by Mercy and Help Department of Epworth 
League, with good results, we believe. 


I have used tracts and found them to be very helpful. There was one 
tract, Js Your Soul Safe ? that was the means of winning a family of four. 


I distributed the tracts at the time I made my pastoral calls, and I find 
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that the people are not only willing to receive them, but grateful for them. 
Many have said to me, “ They do me a great deal of good.” 


We are in a large brick-making community. Men of all countries are 
here employed. The German and Polish are most numerous. The tracts 
were in the German and Polish languages, and distributed to the men. 
On one brickyard is a dining hall where four hundred men sit down at 
one time. With the aid of the superintendent and matrons I placed a 
tract under each man’s plate. This was easily done, as the Poles and 
Germans sit at separate tables. In connection with my regular work I 
have done missionary work among these people. 


We disposed of tracts as follows: Distributed at church door toall worship- 
ers; had others distributed in the railroad train from this city to Jersey City ; 
others given to the class leaders for distribution in the homes of all mem- 
bers of their classes. All these have been neatly stamped with an invita- 
tion to come and worship in our church. Thus the invitation and the 
message have gone out hand in hand, and we hope for good results. We 
want to district the parish and distribute at every door as soon as we can 
get another grant. 


We used the tracts in connection with our revival services. We had 
envelopes on which were printed an invitation to attend the meetings and 
inside one or two tracts, together with cards announcing various meetings. 
Just what good was accomplished I cannot say. Over four hundred of 
these envelopes were distributed. Our neighborhood is made up mainly 
of foreigners. 


The little picture tracts I gave to the children who came regular to 
the Sunday morning preaching for one month. The cases and characters 
of individuals were met by the tracts adapted to their condition. The 
children story tracts I gave to the larger members of the Junior League to 
read during the week and to relate briefly at the next meeting, which was 
very interesting to all. Results strengthened the children’s memory, gave 
them confidence, taught them a beautiful lesson. These little tracts in 
some homes have been sweet angel voices of good cheer. 


The tracts received have been carefully distributed by members of the 
Mercy and Help Department of this Epworth League. The result of 
this work cannot be specified, but I believe they have served their purpose 
in yielding their due proportion of influence for good with other helpful 
agencies. 


I placed the tracts in the hands of the officers of our Young People’s 
Missionary Society. One half of the grant was used within one week ; 
principally at the doors of saloons were these distributed. The second 
half was used as the young people called at homes, inviting children to our 
school. The receiving and distribution of these choice booklets had a 
highly beneficial effect on our own people, and without doubt the increased 
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attendance upon and interest in all our services is in a measure due to the 
generosity of the Tract Society. 


The plan pursued by me in my work here is as follows : When making 
my pastoral calls I usually carry with me an assortment of tracts, some 
for believers, some for unbelievers, etc. I am usually acquainted to a de- 
gree with the spiritual condition of those upon whom I intend to call, and 
have my ammunition in readiness. The tracts are always appreciated and 
thankfully received. I never forget to take God into partnership with me 
in this work; and by prayer I send him before me to prepare the hearts 
for the seed-sowing and to make the people willing to receive these mes- 
sengers of truth. He without doubt also continues his work after my 
departure, At extra meetings I also utilize tracts. As I converse person- 
ally with the unsaved during the progress of the meeting, I generally slip 
a tract into their hand with the request that they read it carefully. Ihave 
found the fruits of our meetings just closed in several cases among those 
who previously received tracts at my hand. Whether or not the truths of 
the tracts led them to Christ remains for eternity to discover; but I am 
inclined to believe that they helped wonderfully in the work. To my mind 
no preacher can successfully do his work without tracts. 


Pennsylvania. 

I received a grant of Tract No. 1327 which I give to people who wish 
to know our doctrines and usages, with a view of uniting with us; also 
some four-page leaflets concerning the work of our Tract Society and 
Sunday School Union, which I have distributed in the Sunday schools to 
help the collection. I have not been able to observe the results. Those 
on Bible Studies for Children's Classes | intend to introduce in the Junior 
League work. 


The grant of tracts consisted of those adapted to young Christians, 
packages of which I gave to probationers. 

The others were the Articles of Religion and General Rules, No. 1327. 
These I endeavored to give to every family in the Church. I have heard 
from the packages of tracts that they were very helpful. 


We use our tracts largely in connection with revival services. I have 
them distributed in various ways—sometimes in the congregation, more 
frequently by committee. I employed the Mercy and Help Department of 
the Epworth League at some of my appointments. Then I use some in 
my pastoral visiting, trying to suit subjects to individuals. I give them 
out for distribution so as to distribute well through the year, 

As to any special and direct results, I am not able to report anything in 
particular. I am convinced that they do good. I am sure that most, if 
not all, read them, and seem anxious to get them. This shows that they 
are appreciated. I am among a people who are very slow to move and to 


manifest any convictions, or no doubt I should be able to report more par- 
ticular results. 
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I have found the tracts very, very helpful. Some I have distributed 
myself, and others have been distributed by the Mercy and Help Depart- 
ment of our League. The tract on Why I Attend Church on Ratny 
Sundays was distributed one Wednesday evening at a cottage prayer 
meeting, where eighteen persons were present. Each person was re- 
quested to read the tract, and then on the morrow hand to another with 
the request that he read and hand to another, and so on. The next 
Sunday was, so far as weather was concerned, simply dismal—cold, rainy, 
dark—but my congregations were larger than usual. I honestly think the 
tract did it. 

To one who was grumbling at inconsistent church members I quietly 
handed 4 Word to Faultjfinders. He read it carefully, while a blush of 
shame stole over his face; but as he finished the reading he looked up, 
and in substance said, “‘ Thank you; that’s just the medicine I needed, 
and hereafter if I can’t say good things I’ll keep my mouth shut and 
pray.” The tracts have been helpful in our revival work, and I am most 
firmly convinced that if they were more generally used by Christian 
workers the harvest for the Master would be greatly increased. 


As I have organized a Ladies’ Praying Band on this charge, which goes 
from house to house weekly, I thought that they would be more able to do 
effective work distributing tracts in connection with their meetings than 
any other society or committee of the church, so they have had charge of 
this work, and have done it effectively, and results are seen and heard 
from wherever they go. 


The tracts were mostly distributed through the Epworth League. 
They held open-air meetings on Sunday afternoons, after Sunday school, 
and distributed the tracts just at dismissal. Some I distributed in my 
pastoral work, and our deaconess has also used some in the same way. 
We consider them a great help to us in our work. 


In applying for a grant of tracts during the past year I stated then my 
desire was to use them in connection with my Junior League work. This 
has been faithfully done. Every Tuesday afternoon we have an in- 
teresting Junior League. When I first took it about eight or ten attended. 
Now we have regularly over fifty. Each week we have a different theme— 
Bible, temperance, missionary, Methodism ; when there are five Tuesdays 
in the month we have a praise service. 


The tracts were distributed faithfully by the members of the Mercy and 
Help Department of our League among the sick, careless, and un- 
godly. Care was taken as to the suitableness of the tract to the person. 
Some were taken to homes, others given on the streets, and one young 
lady, a dressmaker, attached a tract to the dress before sending it to its 
owner. We have every reason to believe that this bread scattered upon the 
waters has accomplished and will accomplish good. 


At a temperance rally we served tracts with lunch, with instructions to 
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read carefully and then give to some one else, admonishing them to do 
likewise. At revival services in church we delivered tracts to the congre- 
gation as the people left the church. We have a supply on hand yet, 
which will be sent flying, as the leaves, for the healing of the nations, by 
other methods presently. 


The tracts were distributed largely by the pastor personally, with some 
aid from others, especially in connection with revival meetings. I have 
found the use of tracts to be a very helpful auxiliary to the work of the 
pastor in the awakening of sinners and in the advancement of Christians 
to a “higher life,” at the same time affording a ready means of engaging 
in personal work for Christ. 


Delaware. 


I gave some of the tracts to our city Bible reader, some to our dea- 
coness. I use some in correspondence and pastoral work. I furnish our 
young people also, and in this way have distributed your grant. 


The grant of tracts was used in the prayer meeting, revival, and regular 
services; there were some distributed by individuals; I kept some in my 
pocket, and others were placed ona table and each one took a tract as 
he might feel drawn by the title. I advised all who might see a tract 
that they thought was just what some of their friends needed to give it to 
them—either unconverted or not. I do not know what the results have 
been, but I feel that they cannot be other than good. 


Maryland. 


All who saw the tracts were delighted with the artistic excellence they 
displayed. We circulated them through the community by means of our 
visiting committees of the Epworth League. While we are unable to 
report any direct result, as conversion or a coming out to church service, 
yet we feel sure that the silent seed-sowing of these little messengers of 
joy and peace have accomplished much in our community. 


I personally distributed some of the tracts in a rural district made up of 
Protestants and Catholics. The people have but few religious privileges, 
and I thought the tracts would do them good. The rest were distributed 
by my little ten-year-old daughter among the workmen of a factory. It 
gave her something to do for the Master, and we are now having at that 
place a revival. Twenty-eight have been converted. May not the tracts 
have helped in part toward this? 


Virginia. 
The tracts were distributed by the Literary Department of the Epworth 
League. They were received gladly and read very readily ; and while we 


have no data by which we can determine the results I have no hesitancy 


in saying great good was done. Something has greatly quickened our 
church life, 
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North Carolina. 


I believe that the tracts I received proved to be helpful in my work. 
I distributed them in my pastoral visits and through the Sunday school 
teachers, and read them to many that could not read, and also in weekly 
meeting, as the people are not advanced in education as they are in other 
places. I believe the result has ‘been good. We have had about forty- 
five conversions, and the church greatly revived. There was one man 
who had been given to swearing a great deal. He was an old man, and 
could not read, and I read the tract of the Swearzng Officer to him, and 
since that he claims to be a changed man. 


South Carolina. 


The tracts were distributed with much care, and I believe they have ac- 
complished great good, especially among the unconverted. I gave out a 
number myself, and had the Committee on Tracts make a special canvass 
of the unsaved, and hand the tracts out as far as possible. 


Florida. 


A part of the tracts were given to a brother to distribute as he traveled 
in his business that led him about the country. Others were distributed 
by giving to the people at church on the Sabbath at the close of the 
service. 


The United States government allows me to send one ounce through 
the mails for two cents. I have a little pair of letter scales on my desk, 
and when I have written my letter, very often only one sheet, I make up 
the rest of the weight in cards and tracts. I find these cards you sent me 
very good for general distribution. 1 wish I had thousands of them. 
When I make pastoral calls I use them. 


We derived great benefit by the circulation of the tracts you gave to 
my charge. I put them in the hands of the young people who are readers 
and urged them to read them. Every two weeks I would give them one 
each of another kind. They read them, and are yet reading them. 

I started the distribution about two weeks before my revival, and the 
result of it was doubtless the saving of many souls. I am satisfied that 
the tracts prepared the minds and hearts for the revival to a great 
extent. 


The tracts were carefully distributed in our Sunday school and among 
the congregation. Iam glad to report that several young men have 
joined the school, and have acknowledged their desire to be saved. Some 
of our lukewarm members have been aroused, and are attending church 
better. Plan for distribution: 1. On the first Sunday in the month we 
give to all members of the senior Bible class and to the teachers. 2. We 
distribute among the congregation, taking a subject upon which some of 
the tracts treat. The result is that many came forward for prayers. I 
feel safe to say the tracts have done great good in this place. 
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Louisiana. 


The tracts did me great service. I gave them to people that did not 
attend church, and some to saloon-keepers, and asked them to read them 
and tell me what they thought about them. I scattered them in the 
lower part of the city, and the people told me they were good reading. I 
told them to come to my church and I would preach for them, and now I 
have a Sunday school in the suburbs of the city with about sixty scholars, 


Texas. 


All the tracts granted us by the Tract Society were used to excellent 
advantage during our revival services. They were carefully assorted, and 
the selections were pronounced suitable for inquirers after regeneration or 
entire sanctification. The tracts were handed the seekers in person by 
the pastor, with the request that they be read and then handed to another. 
These tracts proved very helpful in special work. A number of altar 
workers used them to excellent advantage also. 


, Tennessee. 


Part of our grant was in plain tracts, which we scattered promiscuously 
among the people as I thought best suited. The tracts of the rest of the 
grant had pictures for children. These were handed out to the children 
as I passed about on the charge. I do not know of any direct results, but 
the sparkling eyes of the children as I gave them some of the pretty 
pictures and the appreciative look on the faces of others lead me to believe 
that much good has resulted from them, as bread cast upon the waters. 


The most of the tracts you sent were for those who had acquired the 
tobacco habit. They have done much good to such persons. Some have 
stopped the use of tobacco after reading the tract given them. The trouble 
with most of my people is, they cannot read well, while some cannot read 
at all. The seed has been sown, and I think will bring some fruit. 


I distribute them through the president of the Spiritual Department of 
the Epworth League, also the Mercy and Help Department, giving them 
directions how to distribute the tracts according to the character of the 
people. The tracts are found to be helpful both to the people and to the 
church; and when a church is helped the community is helped. I use 
them in the Sunday school among the scholars, and request the children 
to read them to their parents, and when I visit their homes I find they do 
so. They are distributed by the Woman’s Home Missionary Society with 
good effect. 


West Virginia. 


I distributed the tracts personally; some in pastoral visitation, some 
among the children of the Sunday school, some few by mail, inclosing 
them with letters. I do not call to mind any special instance of good 
done, unless it be in the case of several “tobacco” tracts, which so dis- 
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turbed the minds of some of the brethren (and several of the sisters too) 
that they left the Methodist Episcopal Church to join another that is not 
so hard on their favorite weed. Also one on the same subject, inclosed in 
a letter to a friend in Wheeling, was reproduced in a weekly paper of that 
city, and scattered all over the State. 


Ohzo. 


The grant of tracts made to our charge was used by inclosing the tracts 
with our parish paper. They were intended to inspire a greater earnest- 
ness among members of the church. I cannot say that I have known of 
any particular results. I know that they were read, as in my pastoral 
work I heard mention of them several times. It is not an easy matter to 
trace results in this kind of work, but I believe its influence is consider- 
able. 


I give the tracts to my people during special service, going through the 
church myself and asking people to raise their hands who are willing to 
read tracts, and nearly all the people want them, and the children take 
them eagerly. It helps to direct attention to religious subjects when tracts 
are carefully distributed to the people. 


Before my special meetings I selected the tracts that I considered the 
most suitable and distributed them through the town. Then at other 
times I have distributed them in the congregation special days, as, for 
instance, on last Thanksgiving Day I distributed Mr. Adbury’s Stupid 
Thanksgtving Day. 


I distributed my tracts through my Quarterly Conference, Tract Com- 
mittee, and Epworth League, being careful to make a judicious selection 
of tracts from the publishers’ catalogue. Have found an increased inter. 
est in church attendance as a result of such work. 


We place our tracts in the bookracks of the church. I am unable to 
state exactly how much good has resulted from their use, but they have 
been helpful in revival work and in creating sentiment against dangerous 
amusements, The people who come to church early read them while they 
wait. They are nearly all taken away after each service, and the racks are 
replenished for the next. 

Indiana, 

When I go to visit the people I generally take some of the tracts with 
me and leave them where I think they can do the most good. Sometimes 
I give lectures on temperance, and after the meeting the tracts suited for 
that work are given out. I have also given out a good many on the 
streets; very often a tract can do what we are not able to do with 
words. 

Lllinozs. 

I used some of the tracts in my visiting, leaving at the different houses 

such as I deemed necessary. We distributed others through the Epworth 
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League, Junior League, and Industrial Schools. I found that through 
these methods some good results were reached. 


The tracts were distributed to the Norwegian and Danish population in 
Evanston by theological students, who make visits every Saturday, pray, 
sing, and read the Scriptures with the people. 


I think the best way is to put them in envelopes directed to the persons 
for whom intended, and then have them delivered through the Mercy and 
Help Department of the League, which includes the Junior League. I 
have a large envelope filled with tracts for each person who unites with 
the church on probation, consisting of Probatzoner’s Companion, by Rev. 
J.O. Peck; Sprinkling the Bible Mode of Water Baptism, by Rev.S. W. 
Brown; tracts on the Bible, etc., and deliver them through the League. 
I send out acircular letter on our benevolent claims to each member of the 
church in that way. I have members of the League deliver some tracts to 
the congregation during revival meetings as the people leave the church. 
I have my stewards leave in each home tracts on giving, as they attend to 
their work. 


I distributed tracts three times to audiences, that is, I counted my tracts, 
and mixed them thoroughly. The ushers gave one to every man, woman, 
and child as the congregation went out of the house. Disadvantages: First, 
tract-giving did not always fit the case. Second, occasionally some family 
had two tracts alike. Advantages: First, I knew by counting the tracts 
left exactly how many were in church. Second, everybody received one, 
most everybody read or passed the tract to the others, thus multiplying dis- 
tributers. Third, it brought people to church if announced before. Fourth, 
my church and name stamped on the tract became a standing invitation. 

For years I have carried tracts or ‘Sunday school cards. I give out some 
in pastoral visits particularly to children; they read or ask their parents to 
read. I have dropped tracts as I walked the street when I was followed by 
people who did not come to church, but who would pick up a tract, seeing 
it fall, and thinking it might be of value. Of course, I knew who was be- 
hind me. I have dropped them in car seats, stuck them in barber’s mirrors 
and hotel racks. A stray child took a picture tract home. The mother 
read it, came to church and was converted; child and mother joined the 
church ; this brought father. Thus a whole family was saved. 


Supplies of tracts have been sent at different times to the 
Deaconess Home and to the Training School in Chicago. 
Good reports are heard from these. Of Mrs. Lucy Rider 
Meyer’s tract on Deaconesses: Who They Are and What They | 
Do, many testimonies of a favorable character are given. 
Here are a few of them: 


That tract was the one thing that gave me courage to offer myself for 
the work. 


TRACT SOCIETY. 47 
a a Le en 


It was one of the things that led to my coming into the work. 
It was the one thing that led me into it. 


It and other tracts on the work have interested our whole League to 
take up mercy and help work in earnest. 


We also give some of the reports from the deaconesses in 
regard to their work of tract distribution : 


I gave a tract toatrain boy. It was something about the two ways. 
He took it, and after a moment went through the car door. Pretty soon 
he came back, saying, “ Lady, I wish you’d give some of them tracts to the 
conductor and ask him to give ’em to the other boys. We fellows don’t 
mean to be bad, but I guess we’re in the wrong way. Maybe the tracts 
will help us.” 

I talked with the boy about his life, and pressed it upon him to turn 
square about. God gave me words to use, and before I left the car he 
said: “‘ Thank you, madam. God helping me, from this time on I’ll be 
found in the right way.” Of course, I gave some tracts to the conductor 
of the train, and he promised faithfully to distribute them to “ the boys.” 


A deaconess gave to a German boy a tract about swearing. The next 
time she met him he asked: ‘“ Say, lady, how you know I swear? I never 
swear fore you.” This boy’s conscience was effectually awakened. Soon 
afterward he was soundly converted. 


One of our Italian men, now in the mission, was given an English tract 
by a deaconess. He learned to read it, acquired a desire to know more, 
and is now an intelligent reader of the Bible. He said the other day, “ If 
ever I go back to Italy I fill my trunk full of Bibles for our people.” 


A foreign-born young man was leaving the mission meeting at the 
close of the services when a deaconess handed him a tract on the Bible. 
He had heard very little about that book, being raised in a Roman Catholic 
community in a foreign country. He was, however, greatly interested, as 
he could read a few words of English. He secured a copy of the New 
Testament in his language and commenced to spell out the words. This 
led to his most wonderful discovery that there was something that could 
help him in this strange land in God’s book. In broken English he re- 
peats the story how light came into his heart, how hope cheered him, 
and how the word of God helped him to become the manly young man 
he now is. All who know him testify that his everyday life is most ex- 
emplary, and that he patterns everything he does after the instruction in 
the Bible. 


In another case a young man was helping to move the furniture into 
a building. As the first piece was carried in he noticed a paper lying on 
the window sill. He picked it up, glanced at it, and saw it was a tract. 
As he was very despondent at the time, suffering mental agony, although 
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he said nothing to anyone about it, he looked upon this paper as a mes- 
senger of help, and, following its few pages closely, he considered it a 
message direct to him. He was almost led to think an angel had placed 
the tract in his path to help him over some of the darkest days of his life. 


Michigan. 

We are very grateful for those tracts, and believe they have done much 
good. We had about sixty-five conversions last year; I believe these 
were partly the result of tract distribution. I carry tracts with me and 
distribute them as I have opportunity, and give them to our Tract Com- 
mittee, or some earnest Christian who will use them. 


The tracts were used by the method of house-to-house visitation. We 
have not learned of any good results, though if large and steadily main- 
tained congregations mean anything some of the meaning may be attrib- 
uted to this work. We would suggest as a method of work that certain 
tracts be inclosed in stiff covers upon which the name of church and hours 
of services shall be printed and then distributed one week, taken up the 
next, and passed on, week after week, until all in a given district have 
read all the tracts. This is a fine method, and would be useful, we think. 
We have seen this plan worked in a very large church. 


I make a practice of carrying various tracts with me in my pastoral 
work, and think they are helpful to me. I cannot, however, report any 
definite result from their use. Like many other things, I would not like 
to do without them. They are useful to me in a general sense. 


I make the tracts serve me as my assistant pastors. Keeping a variety 
on hand, I supplement my work, whenever I can, with a tract. A Chris- 
tian young lady at one of the hotels has used quite a large number at 
the house, and reports that they were well received, and in some instances 
eagerly read. Others have been generally distributed. A Christian lady 
to whom I once sent, in a letter, a tract on the “higher life,”’ afterward 
wrote me that her Christian experience had thereby been revolutionized. 
I think the mail can be used to great advantage in sending specially 
needed tracts to individuals. Should they not all be sent with a prayer ? 


The tracts sent us last year were used before, during, and after revival 
meetings. They were put into the hands of earnest workers and distrib- 
uted by them. Those on church membership and baptism were very 
helpful. 

I would say that during the late political campaign we have learned a 
valuable lesson as to the power of literature, and we, as pastors, should 
profit by even the wisdom of the world. I, for one, wish to use this 
means more than ever this year. ; 


I received a grant and appointed a committee of three young people, 
showed them the tracts, gave them a little advice as to what class certain 
tracts should be given to, and sent them out. They were to make reli- 
gious calls, and then leave a tract or more, invite to Sunday school and 
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Epworth League and church service. I appointed, not the most spir- 
itual, but some I was anxious to help. It proved a great help to them, 
and how much good the tracts will do God only knows, but we pray and 
expect fruit. 


The tracts were distributed in large part in the public congregation, a 
comparatively small number to individuals and families through pastoral 
visitation. We have had no direct returns from them, but feel assured 
that they have done good. 


The tracts were given to the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union. 
They distributed them at public meetings and by sending them in letters 
to friends who are not Christians, and some were sent in a package of 
literature to the upper peninsula to be used among the lumbermen and 
miners. We usually select tracts to meet the special need of the person 
to whom they are given. I cannot tell what the result has been, but 
where good seed is sown a good harvest must come. 


We make up a bundle of tracts for each member of the Tract Com- 
mittee appointed by the Quarterly Conference, direct them to give away 
the tracts on “‘ Awakening”’ and the like; to loan those of more general 
character, and thus have as many read them as possible; and to hold a 
meeting once in two weeks in the evening to read tracts and to discuss 
the subjects presented, said meeting to open and close with prayer. We 
organized a regular reading circle and selected lessons from tracts. When 
one tract was finished we brought in other tracts and books. 

Results: Whereas nothing was raised for the Tract Society last year, 
this year the collection was $3. The spiritual life of the church was 
greatly helped. An interest in tract work was created that did not exist 
before. 

Mitssourz, 


I gave the tracts to the president of the Mercy and Help Department of 
our Epworth League. She made use of her committee in the distribution 
of the tracts, Some they gave to persons on the street as they met them. 
Others were distributed to those confined in the city workhouse. Wher- 
ever the opportunity would permit they sought to make use of the tracts. 


Lowa. 


Our plan is to turn the tracts over to the League Department of Mercy 
and Help. They distribute them to people in the jails and all other 
places where they deem it wise. Then they divide them into sets, namely, 
those calculated to convict, comfort, etc., and hand them to individuals. 
This year we intend to pay special attention to hospital distribution, The 
silent sermons they preach are worth a great deal to our work. 


I distributed personally nearly all the tracts you sent. I am now using 
a few that were left over. I have had no personal testimony that the 


tract led anyone to Christ, but numbers to whom I handed tracts were 
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converted. I think we never had a meeting in which no one was con- 
verted. I have always used tracts freely. 


The tracts were distributed in various ways. Some I gave out on my 
rounds of pastoral work, some were distributed as the people passed out 
from the church. Once |] read tracts in the prayer meeting, and then dis- 
tributed them to the people present. Others were given out from week to 
week in our young converts’ meeting. 


The tracts were chiefly polemical, and were used to forestall dangers 
of proselyting by other denominations, which at the time seemed immi- 
nent. I thought it better to distribute reading matter on the disputed 
points of doctrine than to combat the errors in public discourse, the latter 
plan having the disadvantage of advertising and dignifying the proselyters 
by a show of opposition. I placed the tracts on a table in the vestibule 
of the church, and asked the congregation to take a sample of each, with 
the understanding that they were either to return the tract after having 
read it, or hand it to a neighbor or friend who would read it. Every- 
thing worked as I desired, and when the teachers of the opposing views 
withdrew from the field, as they did presently, it was without having made 
a single pervert. 


I got our Epworth League to pay the amount we were apportioned for 
the Tract Society, and our share of tracts was obtained for their use. They 
distributed them by their members. We feel that much good is done in 
this way. Leagues are selecting tracts for special cases and persons, and 
we see some good fruit. 

I will relate one instance. About six years ago I hada church out in 
a county where the Germans were settling thickly and buying out the 
Americans. They were of the most godless class of Germans. When I 
sent in my tract collection I ordered a lot of German tracts, which I cir- 
culated myself and through a committee of young folks to the German 
young people. Many of these bore good fruit. On the way to this ap- 
pointment I passed a German boy every Sabbath, about ten years of age, 
who was in dirt and rags, herding cattle in the highway. I gave him a 
tract, which he read with great delight. The next Sabbath he showed by 
his looks that he wanted another. I gave him two or three. Soon after 
this his father, a very poor man, met me, and said the tract Ihad given his 
boy had given them much light, and he wanted all his children to go to 
our Sabbath school soon as he could get them some clothes. I reported 
this to our good people, who soon had them fixed for Sunday school. 
There were four of them, and all very bright. TheoneI first gave the 
tract to—the oldest—has been converted, and by the help of friends and 
his own strong will is at school, and I feel sure the Church will some day 
get splendid service out of him. 


Kansas, 


The tracts were distributed through the Mercy and Help Department of 
the Epworth League. The value of this work was very great to the 
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League. The League placed some of these tracts in the jail, and we be- 
lieve good was accomplished. 


The tracts given to this charge were distributed by the Epworth League, 
and were read with interest and profit. 


My method of distributing tracts is to carry a supply with me all the 
time, and in my pastoral work I manage to leave one touching on the 
subject most adapted to the spiritual needs of the person visited. I do 
all my own distributing. I find that this is the only way I can use them 
judiciously. Using them in this way I know many persons have been 
helped. Especially do I find the “ Awakening” series helpful in revival 
work. 


1 received the tracts which you kindly donated to this charge some time 
ago, and distributed the same among the members of my Tract Committee 
for general use. I regret toinform you that the tornado which struck our 
town on May 17 entirely demolished and carried away two of the homes 
and very seriously wrecked the third home of the members of this committee, 
so that the tracts have been scattered whither the wind listeth, and no 
trace can be found hereabouts of any of them. 


Of course, this brother received another grant of tracts, of 
the distribution of which he later on reported as follows: 


The second batch has been used in street meetings held in our city dur- 
ing the summer and in our revival meetings just closed. I have not 
heard of any direct results from the tract work, but feel sure they are a 
very efficient agent. Indeed, I keep a number on hand all the time for 
mail and personal uses during pastoral visitation. 


The tracts were distributed to all, by children especially instructed for 
the work. Children from twelve to sixteen who seemed to be adapted 
to the work were taught to distribute by sending or handing to each per- 
son a tract well calculated to aid in some way, or help to Christ or 
some Christian virtue. The children were strengthened, and had a re- 
port to make at the Fourth Quarterly Conference, and they were made to 
feel they were part of the church, and encouraged to do something. Many 
people, especially young people, were helped and righted in many things, 
especially where they entertained erroneous ideas. I like to use the chil- 
dren, under the supervision of the best of our young people, for this im- 
portant work. It is a successful manner of introducing them into the 
work for the Master, and helps especially the workers. I have the work 
done through the Junior League, but have the same workers on the Quar- 
terly Conference Tract Committee, to give them official recognition, and 
bring them into touch with the church. We especially need tracts peculiarly 
adapted to our Western people. Weare not interested in great cities, nor 
seas, nor ships, nor wharves ; for the people, with rare exceptions, have 
never seen these things. Our people need instruction in Sabbath keeping 
and against desecration, also as touching follies, dancing, card playing, to- 
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bacco, etc. Of course, we’re temperance in Kansas, but our young people 
need to be kept awake on these things. 


Nebraska, 


The visiting deaconesses distributed the greater part of them in their 
work, carefully reading each one so as to accomplish the most good. On 
our way to church we carried some with us, and when we saw anyone 
standing idly by gave him one, asking him to read it carefully. One Sab- 
bath one was handed to an unsaved man with a kind word; the next 
Sabbath evening he was at the same place waiting, and so for several 
weeks he was there waiting for his tracts. He said they had beena great 
help to him. Some were given to the workmen in the workshops and 
proved a blessing to many. One of our deaconesses is engaged in evan- 
gelistic work, and they were very helpful in her work to those awakened 
or those who thought it not necessary tobe in the church. Also those 
pertaining to dancing and card playing, etc., were very much needed and 
just the thing for many of our young people. One said it had settled the 
dance question for her. The one /agersoll under the Microscope, by Dr. 
Buckley, is constantly being loaned. One man, leaning to the infidel side, 
said it was the most reasonable and satisfactory thing he had ever read. 


Wisconsin. 


The tracts so kindly forwarded have been of great service to me in my 
work in this extensive circuit. 


The tracts were distributed by the Mercy and Help Department of our 
League as they visited from house to house, mostly among outsiders, and 
we have reason to believe that they did much good. 


The tracts were distributed through our deaconess. Any definite re- 
sults therefrom did not come to my attention. Like many of our sermons 
from which we hear of no fruits, we trust they did good. 


I distributed many of the tracts among the preachers in my district, and 
other persons whom I knew would make the best useof them. I am 
very thankful that our Book Concern has published so many excellent 
tracts in the Danish language, and that the Tract Society so cheerfully, 
and in such a liberal manner, is granting tracts to be distributed through 
our missions to foreigners within our borders. The blessed seed thus 
sown will surely yield a golden harvest for God, the Church, and our 
country. We will be sure to do our duty in regard to the collection for 
the Tract Society, which I consider to be a powerful ally in our work for 
the salvation of the world. 


Minnesota. 
We distributed the tracts through the Epworth League, and they have 
done good service. 


The tracts which I received were distributed by me and others on our 
visits to the different homes and places in southern Minnesota. On some 
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of them we printed the order of our services and time of meeting, and 
many were thus drawn to our meetings. The tracts thus did a great deal 
of good. 


The tracts have been of great value to me in my work. I have taken 
them to the homes of the people that are not churchgoers, and as a result 
many are attending our church. I give them to the unconverted as I 
meet them upon the street, in the hotel and railway station, and I have 
no doubt many persons will have their hearts touched by the reading of 
these instruments of God. 


I cannot report how many tracts have been distributed, although I 
know a large number have, but our hospital deaconess has used them quite 
extensively in her work with the patients, and I have distributed them in 
my visiting deaconess work. I never give a tract to anyone unless I know 
his particular need, as I do not believe in handing them out indiscrimi- 
nately. Some Christian people have told me of being helped spiritually 
by some of them. I think the tracts on amusements for young people 
are very good, and I think some have been helped that I have given them 
to. I believe that much good has been done by this branch of our work. 


North Dakota. 


I have distributed many of the tracts, endeavoring to do so as judi- 
ciously as I could. Ihave given some to those with whom I have met in 
my home, in traveling, and in pastoral visitation. I have also inclosed 
some with letters. I have not as yet been permitted to learn what have 
been the results of these efforts in sowing the good seed. But I hope that 
later I may have the privilege of reporting much good accomplished by 
this means. 


South Dakota. 


The tracts were used in our fight to retain the prohibitory clause in our 
State Constitution ; they were on prohibition and total abstinence. The 
distribution was made by our Epworth League president and myself. I 
am sure that good resulted from them, because of their worth as tracts. 


Oklahoma. 


We distributed the tracts mostly through the League and some com- 
mittees from cottage prayer meetings. The tracts sent us were very fine 
and were much appreciated. 


The tracts have done a great deal of good. One young man was brought 
to Christ and united with our church by reading Dr. Spencer’s tract, He 
Did His Best. This brother is now attending one of our schools prepar- 
ing himself for the ministry. My method of distributing the tracts is to take 
a few suitable ones with me when making my pastoral calls. I also dis- 
tribute them at the close of my Sunday evening services, which I always 
aim to make evangelistic, looking for immediate results. I believe if the 
pastor will take his station at the door at the close of the service and with 


54 REPORT OF STALE 





a warm hand grasp, a silent prayer, put this eloquent messenger into the 
hands of his people, God will bless the effort. At any rate I have found 
it So. 

Oregon. 

These tracts were handed out by myself with the request that they be 
returned to me and I would hand them out again and make a circulating 
library out of them. This is the most needy field to which I have ever 
been sent. The people are poor. They have no reading matter. 


I distributed the tracts myself from house to house and upon the streets 
and in the church after service. This gave me liberty or opened the way 
for me to invite each one personally to attend my meetings and to tell 
what they thought of becoming religious and giving themselves to God. 
The results were marked in my revival meetings. 


I have used tracts in pastoral visiting, finding out the needs of the per- 
son or persons I was calling on and putting into their hands what I 
thought would be helpful. They were very gladly received, and I found 
they were read eagerly. I have given the picture tracts to children, and 
found they were treasured. I gave selected packages of tracts to various 
persons, who are distributing them in a similar way. I find them efficient 
aids, and though I cannot call to mind anyone converted through them, 
we have had a number who have been greatly encouraged in their seeking 
Christ, and others who have been built up in the faith. 


Astoria has hundreds of fishermen, fishing salmon on Columbia River. 
They are of all nations—Americans, Russians, Finns, Scandinavians, and 
afew Germans. As most of them live in their fisherboats they seldom 
come to any service on Sunday ; so when they are drying their net on the 
netrake there is always a chance to give them tracts, which they always 
take and read, especially if they get them in their own language. Last 
summer I got tracts in nearly all languages except in the Finnish. 


Washington, 


Some of the tracts were distributed by members of the Epworth League. 
I usually carry them with me when I make pastoral visits. I think them a 
great help to me. 

The tracts were thankfully received and gladly accepted by those to whom 
I handed them. [I distributed them in public services and on pastoral visits 
to such as I hoped would be benefited by reading them, and I hope they 
did good, though I do not know of any particular case of special interest. 
The people in the rural districts here get very little religious reading. 


A number of the tracts were distributed by myself. I picked suitable 
ones out and handed to the Sunday school scholars and teachers. I then 
put them into the hands of my class leader, and he distributed the rest. 
My opinion is that they are “ visitors” that are always welcome and often 
powerful in persuasion. 
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I ordered tracts in sufficient quantity to put one in each family repre- 
sented in the church; suchas Preparing for Revivals, Counsels to Con- 
verts, My Duty as a Church Member, How Can I Help the Church ? 
How to Help and How to Hinder the Prayer Meeting, Thirty Reasons 
Why the Conversion of Children, etc., A Pastor's Welcome. These I 
distributed myself. For other tracts on temperance and for more general 
distribution I have the help of the Committee on Tracts. The tracts were 
brief, to the point, could be read in a minute or two, and thought over 
when the preacher was gone. I felt they were an additional voice, teach- 
ing and urging to Christian faithfulness. They irritate, sometimes, but 
are so generally helpful that I cannot afford to do without them. 


The tracts were distributed in different ways. One, entitled Our Prayer 
Meeting, No. 2584, I distributed to each member of the church on New 
Year’s Day with “Greetings from your pastor ” written on the back. It 
could be used with a cordial invitation to attend printed on the blank page, 
and also giving the name of the church, pastor, date, and time of meeting. 
Dr. Spencer’s tract, He Dzd Hzs Best, 1 distributed to the members just be- 
fore a revival effort, and spoke ofit publicly. I think it helped. Several of 
the four-page tracts (with a blank inside page) on “ Awakening Responsi- 
bility,” etc., I folded over and had printed a neat invitation to attend revival 
services then in progress. It would be better with a blank outside fourth 
page, a neat front page, and an invitation to any service of church prayer 
meeting, etc., and have them regularly distributed by Tract Committees. 
Other tracts I distributed in the seats during special and regular services. 
Others I spoke of publicly and asked the congregation to take one or more 
each, read, and circulate. I stood at the door giving them out. These 
methods may not be the best, but they seem to obviate any unpleasant 
suggestiveness, such as giving a notoriously stingy man Brother Ruggles’s 
fleart Disease, etc. Last year is the first time we have tried the help of 
tracts in special work. I think our prayer meetings were made better, and 
do not doubt a good effect from their use during special meetings. 


Every year of my five years’ pastorate I took acollection, and every year 
received grants. I usually sent for and received copies of abstract of Dis- 
cipline, Rules, etc., and Coussels to Converts, giving them to the proba- 
tioners, and, in fact, to any person who would come forward for them. I 
found this to be an excellent method to produce an intelligent idea of the 
requirements of the Church. As a fact of interest let me tell of a man 
who was converted in a ten weeks’ meeting we had about two years ago, 
He was a traveler from California, and soon left our town. Not long after 
he wrote me a letter of thanks for my interest in him, and gavea good testi- 
mony. I replied, inclosing a tract, entitled Coumsels to Converts, and urg- 
ing, among other good practices, that he read it carefully. On my way 
East in October I spent a week in San Francisco, and one day in a restau- 
rant recognized at a distant table the man of whom I am writing. His 
appearance was reassuring, and after studying him a little while I ap- 
proached him and renewed my acquaintance. He seemed overjoyed to see 
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me and gratified me by telling of his membership in and constant attend- 
ance at the Central Methodist Episcopal Church. But best of all was my 
pleasure when he drew from his pocket the tract I had sent him, in good 
state of preservation, and assured me that it was his regular practice to 
read itonce amonth. The little tract was indeed “ bread cast upon the 


waters.” 
Calzfornza. 

We have tried to make good use of the tracts received from you the last 
two years. In the first place we ordered just those tracts which we 
thought could be used to advantage in our town. The first year our com- 
mittee with discrimination divided these tracts into thirty parts, giving one 
package to each of our thirty class leaders for distribution in the section 
of the city assigned to him. The past year we ordered with reference to 
the Sunday school, and then gave about one dozen to each of our forty 
Sunday school teachers for distribution in the classes. We ordered many 
on the subject of Christian giving, as we think that very important teach- 
ing to give our people. 


A careful examination of the reports here presented will 
show a varied and interesting account of modes of tract dis- 
tribution. The methods here described are as follows: By 
the Tract Committee; by the Epworth League; in pastoral 
visitation ; by deaconesses; to the congregation while seated 
in the pews; placed in pews before the congregation assem- 
bles; handed to the congregation as the people pass out; 
placed in the bookracks of the pews; placed ona table in 
the vestibule of the church; given to children who are in the 
congregation; inclosed in the Church paper; by a reading 
circle; by the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union; by 
visitors appointed for the purpose; by the Band of Hope; by 
inclosure in letters; by Sunday school teachers; by Sunday 
school scholars; by the Young People’s Missionary Society ; 
by the Ladies’ Praying Band; by Bible readers; by class 
leaders; given to people to read with a request that they, 
after reading them, hand them to others for the same _pur- 
pose. 

It will be seen that, according to the reports received, 
there are here more than twenty modes of distributing tracts. 
It will be well for pastors carefully to consider this matter, 
and perhaps they may find some suggestion which will aid 
them in the work of tract distribution. 

On looking over these reports we are surprised to find that 
the Tract Committee of the Quarterly Conference is so sel- 
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dom referred to. Out of one hundred or more pastors send- 
ing their reports only about ten refer to this committee. It 
may be well, therefore, to insert here the provision of the 
Discipline for this purpose; it will be found in Section 434: 

‘“‘ It shall be the duty of each Presiding Elder to bring the 
Tract cause before the last Quarterly Conference of each 
year, in each charge within his district ; and said Conference 
shall appoint a committee, of which the pastor shall be chair- 
man, whose duty it shall be to devise and execute plans for 
local tract distribution.” 

It is not necessary that the members of this committee 
shall distribute tracts in person, though, of course, there can 
be no objection to that. It is their duty, however, to devise 
and execute plans for such distribution. They may employ 
any of the various agencies referred to above, or others which 
may be suggested. It should be noticed also that the pastor 
is the chairman of this committee. We frequently receive 
applications for grants of tracts signed by some lay member of 
the committee, as “Chairman of the committee.” The only 
chairman to be recognized, according to the Discipline, is 
the pastor of the church, and grants are never made unless 
the application is signed or indorsed by him. 


NORWAY. 

The Rev. C. Larssen wrote from Christiania, under date of 
November 17, 1896, as follows: 

At our Annual Conference lately held at Sarpsborg the Book Agent 
was appointed to extend the hearty thanks of the Conference to the Tract 
Society for the assistance given us during the last year. We have, as a 
result of your favor, been enabled to spread thousands of awakening and 
thrilling tracts all over our beloved country, tracts with a good ring in 
their tone, packed full of Gospel truth and Gospel blessing, and we have 
good reason to hope that these efforts have greatly promoted the glorious 
kingdom of Christ our Saviour. Our several ministers have faithfully 
done their best toward the distribution of these tracts, and, besides this, 
tract committees have been appointed in the societies, consisting of 
members greatly interested in this work. 

The Annual Conference adopted a resolution requiring the Book Con- 
cern to translate and publish tracts in the Finnish language. We have, 
especially in the north of Norway, often occasion to meet this people. 
We find them in thousands living on the borders of civilization, but in no 
way influenced by it, and to a great degree unacquainted with the word of 
God. These “ Lapps” and “ Finns” have an existence somewhat similar 
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to that of the North American Indians. We are, therefore, anxious to 
distribute tracts among this people. What a blessed work this would be, 
what an opportunity to bring the Gospel to these degraded and lost souls! 
Our Book Concern works under very trying and difficult economical 
circumstances, not even to mention the great competition that now pre- 
vails in this kind of business. The Annual Conference has, therefore, 
required me to apply to you for financial support this year also, enabling 
us, if possible, to extend our influence and distribute tracts gratis among 
the people ; this has especial reference to the Laplanders in northern Nor- 
way. If it would be possible for you to increase the appropriation, tak- 
ing the above-mentioned matter into consideration, you will thereby 
promote the spiritual interests of a greatly benighted people. Your re- 
newed help will be looked forward to with great expectations, and will, 
we trust, continue to bring a blessing to thousands. 


“SWEDEN. 


The Rev. J. M. Erikson sent us the following, dated 
Stockholm, December 18, 1896: 


We are very thankful to the Society for the aid we have received for 
many years. The money has been used for the printing and distribution 
of tracts, especially such as are calling unbelievers to turn to God and be 
saved. These tracts are sold from our Book Concern at mere nominal 
prices, and distributed by the Tract Committees appointed by the Quar- 
terly Conferences. As our churches must use all their financial resources 
for supporting their pastors and paying other regular expenses, they can 
scarcely give any money for tract work. Nevertheless, we take a collec- 
tion every year for the Tract Society, and these collections have been re- 
turned to us with a gain as large as that which the farmer gets in harvest 
time for what he gives out in the spring. We know many instances in 
which a good religious tract has been the agent by which a poor sinner 
has been guided to take the first step in the right direction, and has been 
led to the Saviour to find peace in his name. 

This year we have printed a number of small pamphlets for the young. 
We have also made preparations for publishing a special kind of tracts. 
These will have an appearance as attractive as possible. We want such 
because there is much ungodly literature published in our country now- 
adays, which easily finds its way to all classes of people. We must coun- 
teract this literature and advocate the religious belief, scriptural holiness, 
and a sound Church government ; and to do this we are compelled to give 
something that is preferred to the other. May God help us! We have 
a mission in this respect which we must fulfill with the utmost care. And 
we are sure that you will give us all the aid in this work that you are able to. 


DENMARK. 


From the Rev. J. J. Christensen, Copenhagen, we have 
the following, dated December 1, 1896: 
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Weare very thankful to the Society for the money for tracts in Den- 
mark. Our young people are greatly interested in circulating the tracts, 
In Copenhagen I send out our young people in different directions, some 
to the hospitals, where the tracts are received with great joy and have 
been made a great blessing; some on the streets and some from house 
to house. We often see people in the church of whom we hear that a 
little tract has brought them to repentance. We must continue this 
blessed work, and hope that you will help us also next year so we can be 
able to reach still more of our people. 


FINLAND. 


The following letter from the Rev. N. J. Rosen, containing 
a report of tract work in Finland for the year 1895, came 
too late for insertion in our last annual report, and is, there- 
fore, given here. It is dated Helsingfors, December Io, 1895 : 


It is with a feeling of the greatest thankfulness that we hereby acknowl- 
edge the assistance so kindly rendered by the Tract Society during the 
year 1895. This assistance has placed us in a position to proceed with 
the important work of publishing and circulating religious literature. As 
we still lack the means to publish works of more extensive compass we 
have taken special pains to work up these, our church papers, to a higher 
standard of literary worth, and obtain for them the widest circulation pos- 
sible. We rejoice to say that our efforts in this direction have been 
crowned with success. Both our papers, Vya Budbararen and Rauhan 
Sanoma, are published monthly in an edition of over 2,000 copies; the 
same having readers and friends among all classes of society. These 
papers carry the message of salvation to extensive circles too far distant 
to be reached with the word when verbally proclaimed, and many by this 
means have been converted to the Lord. 

As a special circumstance which looks promising for our future work 
in this country, we notice the fact that, although our Mission is still so 
new, we own two papers for adults, with more than double as many sub- 
scribers as there are members in all our societies ; besides these we have 
two children’s papers. 

In consequence of certain laws existing in this country our work has 
hitherto been attended by sundry difficulties which have somewhat im- 
peded our efforts in publishing religious literature; we have, in conse- 
quence, now taken measures that will clear the way of the same for the 
future, and give us free scope to work. 

Our young people’s societies perform a highly important part as propa- 
gators of press productions. They visit hospitals and the poor, distribu- 
ting the word of life among these unfortunate members of the community. 
We have, during the year, by their cooperation gratuitously distributed 
large numbers of papers and other printed matter. 

The following productions have been issued from the press during the 
year : 
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Copies. Pages. 
LV yt BUAVALALEN.. i's te\n\a\ a oe 92m ¥ We eyaieidssne aie 13,000 104,000 
FAULAH SQUOUIEA who Ao ase nee Ne eh altel 13,000 104,000 
Elemin Tie (The Way of Life).....c00-.. 2,000 302,000 
Music to the Finnish hymn book........... 1,000 176,000 








29,000 686,000 


Accompanying this report we received a package of books 
and tracts printed in Helsingfors. Among these are a hymn 
book and also a volume containing hymns with tunes, a 
Methodist Discipline, and several tracts. 


Again, November 17, 1896, he writes: 


To the praise and glory of God I can say that he has added his divine 
blessing to our efforts in our endeavors to spread good literature, and thus 
promote a true and lively piety-among the inhabitants of this country. 

By means of the grant of $500 which the Tract Society so kindly 
allowed us, we have been in a position to continue the publication of both 
our magazines, Vya Budbéraren and Rauhan Sanoma, of which 45,000 
copies are issued in all, amounting to nearly a million pages. 

Among the works commenced but not yet completed is a collection of 
John Wesley’s sermons in the Finnish language. These additions are 
filling a long-felt want, and will certainly exercise a most wholesome in- 
fluence on the Finnish community at large. The economical results of 
our publishing work do not, however, show much pecuniary profit, as, 
in order to facilitate the distribution among the poorer class of Finlanders, 
we are obliged to sell our literary productions very cheap. We have, be- 
sides, given away about 10,320 copies, or 78,510 pages, of printed matter 
for free distribution. The word of life which in this way is sown may at 
times lie concealed in the earth before any fruit can be seen, but now and 
again the glad tidings reach us of a soul who has found the way of life 
or of others who, through the instrumentality of our literary productions, 
have been helped onward in their struggles to follow their Saviour. 


SWITZERLAND. 


The Rev. H. Kienast, writing from Zurich, November 12, 
says: 

At several places we held blessed tract services. The Tract Societies 
of our churches distributed during the year 400,000 various tracts. The 
Rev. E. A. Schmidtmann, Agent of our Book Concern at Zurich, has 
given a good example by distributing himself about 200,000 pages of the 
Friedensglocke and other tracts at the Federal Shooting Festival at Win- 
terthur. Great activity is being shown by the fortnightly pamphlet 77ze- 
densglocke, with a circulation of 26,000 copies (increase, 12,140), or 
2,756,000 pages for a year. The new editor is the Rev. G. Frei, at Heri- 
san. This is one of the most valued religious papers in Switzerland, and 
successful among the unconverted mass of the people. A man was in 
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the prison awaiting trial at Lofingen and refusing to own his crime. His 
mother brought him a Frzedensglocke which contained an article on the 
confession of our sins. By reading this paper the Spirit of God worked 
in his heart, and the prisoner confessed his guilt. Somebody laid a tract 
on the doorsill of a house. The inhabitants, quite indifferent to religion, 
saw the paper at night, took it up and read it. The wonderful result was 
the members of this family have been converted and give glory to God 
to-day for the blessed activity of the Tract Society. 


ITALY. 


Progress is still made in this interesting, though difficult 
field. Ina letter from Dr. Burt, dated Rome, February 14, 
1896, he says: 

I am sorry that this year my report shows a deficit. This is due to the 
reduction made in the appropriations and the great need for increased ex- 
penditures. It has been, however, the most successful year we have ever 
had for our publications. We have received on the field 3,639.70 lire, or 
about $727.94, a sum never before realized in our publishing house. 

Under the officers of the Tract Society we have issued during the year 
115,700 volumes, containing 2,009,434 pages. The Lvangeldsta, our 
weekly paper, has been our leading publication, and is constantly im- 
proving, growing in favor and gaining influence in every part of the 
Italian world. For the year 1896 four more pages will be added, making 
twelve pages of solid reading matter. It goes where we have yet no mis- 
sion organized and where no preacher could go. It does pioneer work 
and is preacher and pastor to many who are as sheep without a shepherd. 
In some of the country towns the people gather together in the evenings 
and read aloud the articles. One woman said she would put off buying a 
new dress so as to subscribe for the Evangelista. We have this year pub- 
lished two books of considerable interest which were first published in 
serial form in the Evangelista. They are Wenter Evenings and the 
Two Szsters. They are religious controversy and instruction in the form 
of story and narrative. They were both written by a Wesleyan minister 
who voluntarily cooperates with us in our publications. We published 
also a number of tracts in the form of dialogues between Roman Catholic 
and evangelical Christians. We have also published several tracts—Sz/as 
Told, Christian Conversion, Triumphs of Love, Soctalésm as Judged by 
the Word of God, Abate Martino on Methodism, etc. On the occasion 
of the National Festival, September 20, 1895, and the dedication of our 
new church at Rome, we published a beautiful special number of the 
Evangelista, which was a great success. I have no doubt at all of the 
ultimate success of our Mission in Italy, if together with the preaching and 
schools we educate the people and mold public opinion through the press. 
Now that we have the new magnificent building in Rome we need to en- 
large our publishing appliances by investing at least $2,000 in a press and 
other materials. It would be capital well invested. 
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In view of the enlarged opportunities afforded by the erec- 
tion of the new mission building, the Board, at its June 
meeting, made a special grant of $875. In a letter from 
Rome, dated November 14, 1896, Dr. Burt writes: 


We are grateful for the help afforded us in founding our publishing 
house and in carrying on our work thus far, and we are more than ever 
convinced that there is no one branch of our work in Italy more important 
than that which we are doing through the press. At our last Annual 
Conference the Committee on Publications, in its report, recognized this 
fact, and, after thanking the superintendent for having founded our de- 
nominational publishing house and for having brought our paper, L’Evan- 
gelesta, to be the leading evangelistic paper in Italy, urged that we might 
now begin to publish some books, since there were several men in the 
Conference fully competent to write them. This would be easy if we had 
a market for the books that would pay, but unfortunately as yet our people 
are comparatively few in number, and of these many are too poor to buy 
books, and some cannot read. Yet the books are absolutely needed for 
the instruction of those who can read, and especially for our young peo- 
ple. We must have them if we would build up here an intelligent Church. 
You give us the only help we have for this purpose, except what we get 
from the people here. I know that some make great sacrifices in order 
that they may buy our paper and our books. We pay nothing for manu- 
script, either for books or for articles in our papers. We cannot afford 
to, hence the authors furnish them, and we give them perhaps fifty copies 
of the work when published. If we did nothing but publish our paper. 
with the money received we should be doing a great work, but besides 
issuing every week 1,800 copies, or 21,600 pages of L’Evangelcsta, we have 
published 20,300 copies of various tracts, containing 1,336,500 pages. 


INDIA. 

The only report we have from India is from the Rev. A. 
M. Rudisill, D.D., of Madras. After spending several years 
in this country perfecting plans for the improvement and ex- 
tension of his work in connection with the Mission Press at 
Madras, Dr. Rudisill returned to India last summer. He 
wrote to us the following letter from Madras, October 6, 
18096: 

In giving estimates of the work to be done by our publishing house for 
the year 1897 for the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, I 
am glad to report that we have now in running order all the new machin- 
ery I have been collecting during the past four years. Ours is the only 
Methodist press in an area of 244,530 square miles, inhabited by 49,620,632 
people speaking different languages and fast becoming a reading popula- 
tion. The people are so eager to read that in a small portion of this terri- 
tory, within one year, 5,000 entire Bibles were sold at twelve annas 


TRACT SOCIETY. 63 








(nearly twenty-five cents) per copy, by the agents of the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, and an additional 5,000 were ordered to be printed. 
Being a member of the Committee of the Madras Auxiliary of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, I give this from the report presented, and the 
proceedings of the committee. These Bibles cost thirty-six annas each. 
By selling at these cheap rates the people are willing to buy. This one 
fact is sufficient to show the importance of our publishing interests. It is 
also worth noting that the demand for these Bibles was created by circu- 
lating small portions of Scripture and tracts. 

You will remember I reported to you last year the conversion of an 
astrologer, which was brought about by the reading of our tracts. I take 
great pleasure in reporting this year the conversion of a priest, who for 
thirty years was worshiped as a god, but now cries to those who formerly 
worshiped him, “‘ Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sins of 
the world!’’ He,too, owes his conversion under God to tracts from our 
press, given to him by one of Miss Grace Stephens’s workers of the 
Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society. 

In selecting matter to print for the year 1897 we kept in mind the 
growing need of temperance literature in the vernaculars. Temperance 
societies are being rapidly formed by the natives, and they beg for litera- 
ture in the vernaculars. ‘Temperance literature of a spurious kind has 
been issued here in India in favor of moderate drinking, and we must coun- 
teract such teaching. 

Bishop Thoburn’s sermonettes are clear, pointed, and marvelously 
adapted to help the native intellect to a knowledge of the truth, and so we 
give great prominence to his sermonettes. 

By the combination of our photo-engraving, electrotyping, and the 
Hazeltine booklet machines we are able to print sixteen-page booklets 
and bind them at the rate of twenty for one cent. We hope soon to be 
doing this in many languages. 

CHINA. 


The Rev. James J. Banbury sent us the following brief 
but interesting statement from Kiukiang, October 13, 1896: 

The sphere of our influence as a Tract Society is constantly widening, 
our publications now being scattered both far to the north and west, as 
well as through the whole of Central China. It is not for us to discern all 
the good that is wrought, but we know that the tracts find their way into 
many places as yet unvisited by the preacher and evangelist, and doubt- 
less the silent messenger is often used by God for conviction and com- 
fort. We tender you our grateful thanks for your aid in the past, and 
crave a continuation of your grant for the forthcoming year. 


JAPAN. 

It is encouraging to notice the progress of our work among 
the remarkable people of this Eastern empire. We are sure 
that the following communication from the Rev. J. W. Wad- 
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man will be read with great interest. It is dated Tokio, 
December I, 18906: 


Our tract work in Japan is growing year by year. We could not do 
without this powerful auxiliary in the work of sowing the seed of God’s 
truth in this empire. Last year our Methodist printing presses turned off 
nineteen of these messages of salvation, ranging in size from a one-page 
leaflet to one of seventy pages. These were widely scattered all over the 
field we occupy. To all the missionaries of the Methodist bodies laboring 
in Japan, as well as pastors, evangelists, and Bible women, our house gives 
a five-year grant. This in itself creates quite a distribution, and is a pow- 
erful adjunct to our work. Letters are constantly being received testifying 
to the appreciation of the missionaries themselves, as well as the pastors, 
for these grants. But we also sell thousands of tracts beyond these dona- 
tions. Two years ago our sales amounted to 470 yen; last year they 
aggregated 1,075.29 yen. This is a very encouraging sign of the interest 
being taken in this department of our growing work. One of our tracts 
last year, entitled Odjecttons of Japanese to Christzanzty, by the Rev. G.F. 
Verbeck, D.D., had a marvelous sale. The first edition of 10,000 was ex- 
hausted in a few months after its publication. Next month it will reach 
its third edition of 10,000 each. A few days ago the Rev. T. T. Alexan- 
der, D.D., a Presbyterian missionary, called for 4,000 copies of Sowzng and 
Reaping, a leaflet prepared for us by the Rev. Mr. Usaki, of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, South. Dr. Alexander said that the Japanese pas- 
tors of the church in Tokio were organizing a month of protracted services 
and wished to have this leaflet for street distribution, for they regarded it 
the best and most suitable for the purpose of anything yet published. By 
the way, Dr. Alexander is the President of the American and English 
Tract Society’s committees in Japan. We speak of these things to show 
how much our work is being appreciated, and the hold it is having in 
this land. 

And now I wish there were time and space in order to narrate some of 
the many pleasing incidents in which, under the blessing of God, our 
tracts have spoken the message of salvation to immortal souls. Only to- 
day the Rev. S. Ogata, Presiding Elder of our Tokio East District, told me 
of a case he encountered on the train a few days ago. He was traveling 
to Utsunomiya, and as usual had a few tracts in his carpetbag for dis- 
tribution in the cars and elsewhere. He handed one of these little Gospel 
“dodgers ”’ toa young man sitting there, smoking an American cigar. 
The youth thanked Brother Ogata for thetract, and at once began reading 
it. It was My Conversion in Hawazt, by Henry T. Ando, one of our 
leading laymen, and now a member of the government. It was not long 
before the youth forgot the cigar, so deeply interested was he in that won- 
derful story. When Mr. Ogata was about to leave the train the young 
man requested a few moments of conversation, in which he avowed his 
purpose of learning more about the “great power’ which had done so 
much for Mr. Ando. Mr. Ogata handed him some more tracts, got his 
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address, and promised to write to him. Upon his return to Tokio a letter 
was awaiting him from this same youth, in which he requested to have a 
Bible sent him at once, and also asking to be remembered in our prayers, 
for he was earnestly seeking Jesus. Praise God for these ventures! His 
blessing accompanies his truth wherever it is cast upon the waters. 

Our pastor here on the Ginga was distributing tracts a few weeks ago 
in a ‘house-to-house beat,’’ when, encountering an old man who was 
seated in the door of his house, cutting wood, he offered him a tract. 
The old man grew exceedingly angry, and acted as though he meant to 
cleave Brother Ukai in twain with his uplifted blade. He desisted fora 
moment, and the brother had an opportunity to explain quietly and lov- 
ingly the nature and purpose of the leaflet. It was no use, however; the 
old man went on vigorously with his chopping. He was evidently badly 
upset, for the Japanese are usually polite, and although they do get angry, 
yet they have wonderful self-control. Brother Ukai, however, felt that he 
had struck a special case, and so he called again and yet again. Well, the 
result of it is that the old gentleman was in our preaching services last 
Sabbath, and appeared to be deeply interested. Ukai San says the man 
will be soundly converted long before Christmas. 

I could mention other instances like the above, but the report must not 
exceed one thousand words. Suffice it to say, dear American brothers 
and sisters who contribute yearly of your means to the funds of this 
glorious tract work, I for one feel that there is no work which tells so 
much for God in these Eastern lands as does this tract distribution, and 
especially here in Japan, where everyone can read, down to the jinrikisha 
man who bowls you along the street, and where everyone enjoys reading 
too. I believe there are scores and scores of Christians in America who 
really want to contribute something toward Christianizing Japan. Well, 
you can. You can write a message; you can send a tract; you can ap- 
peal to some poor soul; you can represent yourself by a contribution to 
this work which will be blessed of God to you and to others. 


MEXICO. 


Our brethren in Mexico are still issuing great quantities of 
printed matter to aid them in their missionary work. Their 
old presses are wearing out by continued use for many years, 
and they greatly need to have this serious want supplied. 
The Rev. W. C. Evans wrote as follows from the city of 
Mexico October 25, 1896: 

According to instructions received I send you report herewith of work 
accomplished with the grant which your Society so generously made to 
us during 1896. The first item in the report to which we desire to call 
your attention is the fact that we used $50 less this year than last in 
aid to the Adogado, which thus represents a gain in self-support to that 
publication. You will notice also by the line “ Grant-in-aid,” at top of report, 


that we have been enabled to apply moneys received from other sources— 
5 
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job work, donations, etc., so that in no case have I been compelled to 
charge the entire cost of any publication against your grant. 

We next desire to call your attention to the great increase in number of 
pages printed as against our last report—an increase of 2,196,440, or 
almost double what we did last year! A large percentage of this great 
increase, though, must be accounted for by the fact that we were fortunate 
enough to secure the work of printing a large assortment of tracts, which 
were published by a grant made to the general work in Mexico and to all 
denominations. This made it possible for us to produce our tracts cheaper 
than ever before, and cheaper than we can ever do it again unless we are 
so fortunate as to secure like conditions. We feel great satisfaction in 
presenting this report, and feel satisfied that you will say with us that your 
money has been carefully and judiciously expended. The establishment 
of schools in this land of almost more than pagan darkness is making the 
printed page more and more a power for distributing the Gospel. Everything 
that comes into the hands of these people—many of whom are but re- 
cently freed from the thralldom which inability to read casts about them— 
is seized and read with avidity. I have seen within the past few weeks a 
crowd of Indians (native Mexicans), who were themselves unable to read, 
surrounding a more fortunate member of their race, intently listening as 
he read from a printed page which he held in his hand. How much of 
the responsibility of the redemption of this land is therefore laid upon us 
who have in our care the preparation and distribution of the printed page! 

There were issued as tract publications, besides 52,000 copies of the 
Abogado, 24 different tracts, amounting in all to 4,762,840 pages. 


SOUTH AMERICA. 


The Rev. C. W. Drees, D.D., while in New York city on 
his way back to his home in Buenos Ayres, Argentine Re- 
public, wrote the following statement, under date of Decem- 
ber'2;1800: 


The work of our printing and tract distribution has continued during 
the year on the same lines as the previous one. A carefully selected com- 
mittee, appointed by the Annual Conference, has had general supervision, 
and has especially labored to enlist additional cooperation on the part of 
our own people. Some progress has been made in the matter of securing 
more type, etc. 

The publications of the press have been the same as last year so far as 
periodicals are concerned, the Estandarte Evangelico de Sud America 
(Gospel Standard of South America) and La Aurora ( The Dawn) having 
been issued weekly. These approximate self-support, and we only apply 
such portion of your grant in the way of providing for free circulation as 
seems justified for the purpose of preparing the way for the increase of 
our paying subscription list and to enable us to keep the price within the 
reach of a larger proportion of our people. In the administration of our 
trust we endeavor to strike such a course as we are well assured would 
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meet your approval. We also use your bounty in securing for our people, 
through the issues of our own press and by the purchase from other pub- 
lishers of evangelical literature in Spanish and other Latin languages, 
such tracts and other literature as will aid us in training our own people 
and carrying the truth beyond the range of the preached word. 

I have recently received an urgent appeal for aid for publishing in the 
work going forward in Portuguese in two widely distant parts of Brazil. 

The first of these is the mission maintained by Brother Justus H. 
Nelson, at Para, at the mouth of the Amazon, in the issue of O Afologista 
Chrzstao, a Portuguese translation of the The Chrzstzan Advocate. This 
is a monthly paper which circulates on the Amazon, and is very ably con- 
ducted and widely useful. Brother Nelson has for years maintained this 
venture at his own cost and at great sacrifice. He would not ask for 
relief from any sacrifice in his power, and the ground of my request for a 
grant for this work is simply to enable him to extend the range of the use- 
_ fulness of his printing work, as he cannot do without such aid. I ask for 
him a grant in aid of this Portuguese work of $100 for the year. 

The second case above referred to is a similar work, also in Portuguese, 
conducted in the extreme south of Brazil, about 2,500 miles from Para, too 
far for the periodical printed in the latter place to serve the needs of the 
field. It would be a very great help to our work in Brazil if Brother 
Robinson could have a grant of the same amount just mentioned. 


I1.—STATISTICS. 
DISTRIBUTION. 


The various mission fields of the Church have been fur- 
nished with funds for the printing of religious literature, as 
in former years. Grants have been made to China, India, 
Malaysia, Japan, Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Bulgaria, Mexico, and the Argen- 
tine Republic. 

Tracts have been sent also to every part of our field at 
home. They have been distributed to immigrants, to the in- 
mates of hospitals, prisons, and asylums, to soldiers, to 
sailors, and to pastors in their regular work. These tracts 
amount in the aggregate to 10,065,168 pages. The number 
of different churches receiving them is 2,224. <A detailed 
report will be found in the list of grants on page 77. Many 
interesting facts in connection with their distribution will be 
found in the preceding pages of this report. 


STATISTICS OF THE ‘‘GOOD TIDINGS” FOR 1896. 


The Good Tidings is a paper prepared expressly for the 
colored people of the South, and circulated among them at 
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the cost of the Sunday School Union and of the Tract So- 
ciety. In October, 1874, the two Boards resolved to pub- 
lish such a paper and to share the expense equally. In 1875 
it was issued under the title of Zhe Berean Lesson Tract. 
It was in quarto form consisting of only two pages, on one of 
which was the regular Sunday school lesson, and on the 
other some religious reading such as is usually pulished in 
the form of tracts. Once a month four of these were sent 
out, one for every Sunday. The little paper circulated gra- 
tuitously all over the South, and met with immediate success, 
being gladly received wherever it went. In 1879 the form 
and the name were both changed. It was issued in octavo 
form of four pages to every number, and under the title of the 
Good Tidings, by which it has been known ever since. The 
following figures will be of interest in connection with its 
circulation during the year: 

Number of stations and circuits supplied, 961; number of 
schools in the circuits and stations, 2,537; number of schol- 
ars, 134,529; number of scholars able to read, 92,133; weekly 
average of Good Tidings distributed, 39,992; total number 
of copies distributed during the year, 2,079,616; total num- 
ber of pages in these, 8,318,464. Out of the 961 charges 
758 took collections for the Sunday School Union, the total 
amount raised being $924.80—an average of $1.22 for each 
charge. Collections for the Tract Society were taken in 575 
charges, amounting to $695.12—an average of $1.21 for each 
charge. 


SOME FIGURES IN REFERENCE TO THE COLLECTIONS FOR 
THE) TRACT, SOCIETY: 


In the following table are shown various interesting items 
in reference to the collections, as indicated by the lines 
at the head of the columns. The collections from the Con- 
ferences are those which were reported at the sessions of the 
Conferences held in 1896, with the exception of three Con- 
ferences from which, we regret to say, no statistics have been 
received; in these cases we are obliged to take the reports of 
the year previous. The general results, however, will not be 
affected materially. In these reports from the Conferences the 
statements will be found to differ slightly from the figures 
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in the Treasurer's ‘report; This’ "arises from) the fact 
that the Treasurer reports what he has received during the 
fiscal year of the Union, which ends November 30, while 
the pastors report at Conference the collections taken during 
the Conference year which then closes. We select the latter 
for our table because it is at Conference that the number of 
members is reported, and it is from this report that we make 
out our average in reference to the collection. In this table 
the foreign missions are not included, the design being to 
show what our churches in this country are doing. 

We trust that every reader of this Report, especially every 
pastor, will give to these figures carefulattention. Let every 
member of an Annual Conference look especially at the re- 
turns from his own Conference and compare them with those 
from other Conferences. 


COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRACT SOCIETY. 
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ING WY Orc Weta, it tata ly citi 


INewarloitnys (haa ealccie en CL LranNa Rate 


Norwegian and Danish............ 
ODIO a iar he Meth 1 eS ule et aa 
Oelahoma ss A eieiek owen 
CEC OR Vi net o. SRM lastaaeetene & 
biadelpiia 347,260). Fens eis eee ee 
BIS DRY eae aed Nak eave 
PUSEL OUNG ay pois len cin Gace ee evajeh Pista 
PME MRTG OT eile) ee a ctsta a wc sos 
Saint ODI SaRIVEr en sais seek neteaty 
SAGE OUI e oO ee ne Whi he iteighantay 





Total Collection 
reported in 1896 





No. of Charges 











reporting Collec- 


tions. 








porting no Coilec- 


No. of Charges re- 
tions. 





Average Collection 
from each Charge 


Average Contribu- 
tion from each 





Member, 





WON OM: HOWARD N AW won: RP OPNNANNNA UN HN RH ARWPNHN OHH NH ONWONW NW DNA ve 
a 


TRACT SOCTE DY 71 





COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRACT SOCIETY.—Conzinued, 






































24 8 ¢ 3 

ES 9 o ‘Ss he a 

AS oy © & om o> 8 fay 

5% nS be S ee a's 

CONFERENCES AND MISSIONS. ic £0 5 3° Ge 

Ss Ow Oe Pi o By 

Cd m=, , wO bn & Do o 

aoieeee | cea Nee Sd 

ee ieee one) SE i Ess 

Cts Mills, 
Sait Iouls Grimaldi io.cs ey fis safe $102 83 II| $1 09 9 
WAVAD HAW eitcnislel dw tnin ss sields sae s 63 48 71 BB apiine 3 
SOUth Carolifianaavcssteas ven cas ass 71 54 83 52 2 
POUL I ANSAe nt. est ae sles wee'ss 54 143 87 32 P20 es 6 
Southern Galtomiacie ian. ose 149 68 52 I 24 I I 
Southern CrerMatwy cease sia MeAcd ts [24 20 7 go I 1} 
Southerme NuDOISs 7 eo. daas sss 0s 5 « 258 120 4o 1 61 7 
mouth west Kansas sisi ck s cs ties se wes 109 78 57 81 4 
PRGMIMESECE care tile eed deletes: o)a'e cans; s ala n'y 13 12 61 18 I 
PP EXAS Ear ers ede taet icles ae aes as eeas 54 47 61 50 bd 4 
BL SY a hd MI eh SL A 437 169 79 t70 Eyres 
Upperilowaitiniecsttaais eset oe at 4206 186 8 2 20 I e 
Alper MISSISSIDD Le ov eas os nice as 4, « 5 5 99 Shelia 4 
WitaheMisslonl! Five hace g easlocdal ote q 5 15 35 a I 
DVICEINOME Pee as fiat osve reve later clove 134 78 54 I o2 I 2 
IV IPRIDIAG Ss ahiee cise ec sais cle oc i6 oo.08 14 12 35 fen ee 2 
Wasninetom nieces. cee ot 87 67 65 Olid a 3 
IV Oot overnolll ta tease plait sas «ees 6 62 54 25 78 fig Aad 
Wreast Nebraska oo G aoe oe 84 30 24 62 eva 3 
WV Ost emasie hr cs ous atlas ae sina 57 39 28 85 : 5 
Wy CSte VINGIMId Psy oa ee cedos coed 155 97 95 81 3 
NVeSHMVVISCONSIMs cca nearer estes 144 87 7O 92 ue 7 
Western Norwegian-Danish........ Il IO}. 21 35 I 7 
Western: Swedishs in:04 sis. sain s ste s 15 14 18 Fy | ed i 
VVAII OT ORG cia e's ate oie ste yy =e sms 408 157 13 2 40 I I 
WWHSEOMISITIG sts Om orien s hk os, sls oils 178 106 56 gh FOV 9 
IVY Sen ais Megs aisinest che Si ailnie, sidimin te, ape) 403 174 39 I 89 Ser 
Wyoming, MISSION oc etie <'s es wae e a 2 13 47 us 9 
EI OUATS rere aon as st Waly aitie'¢ bs $18,155 8,540 SULTS NET Ne Vase ton) Wiser stavetats 











*From last year’s report. Statistics for this year not received. 


A careful examination of this table will show several facts 
worthy of special attention : 

1. More than five thousand pastors took no collection 
for the Tract Society during the year. Many of their 
charges are to be found in the large and wealthy Confer- 
ences, as well as in those that are small and poor. 

2. In over forty Conferences a majority of the pastors 
failed to take such collection, and, in some instances, a very 
large majority. 

3. The average collection from each charge was $1.31, and 
the average contribution per member less than one cent. 

4. The contributing charges averaged $2.12. Had the 
others taken collections with the same average the receipts 
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of the treasury would have been increased by more than 
$11,000. 

To assist pastors in presenting the claims of the Tract 
Society we have prepared a leaflet, entitled Zhe Work of the 
Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Pastors 
may obtain gratuitously as many copies of this leaflet as 
they desire to distribute among their people, thus conveying 
needed information concerning the work of the Society. 
The facts briefly recorded there are taken from this Report, 
by reading which pastors may obtain additional facts to pre- 
sent to their people. When our churches learn of the good 
work done they are ready to help. 


lll. TRACTSI PUBLISHED. 


Though the Tract Society is not engaged in the publishing 
business, its Corresponding Secretary is the official editor of 
the tracts issued by the Methodist Book Concern, and our 
grants of tracts are all drawn from this stock, which comprises 
more than two thousand different tracts in English, German, 
Swedish, Danish, French, Italian, Spanish, and Bohemian. 
The German tracts, more than six hundred in number, are 
issued at Cincinnati. 

The new tracts issued by the Methodist Book Concern 
during the year 1896 are as follows: 


24MO. (Illustrated first page.) 
NO. PAGES, 


2170. Baptism Not Indispensable to Communion. By Richard 

Wiheatleny¢ sD) seu ae sicteslnsie ish s ois o ale Sts eee eta aa ge ee te 
2171. Friend, Why Do You Swear? By Rev. Frank P. Reno.......... 
2172.; Rejected. Addresses. By Rev. Henry M. Simpson: ., .3.2.00... 2. 
2173. Captain or Pilot, Which? By Rev. Henry M. Simpson.......... 
2174. Len Important Questions Answered. ici. be sd ccenk cas camel 
2075; ue Wasted Tate. By (Peter Stryker, DD. yak care owe wee ere 
2176. Preparing for Blessings. By Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D........... 
2177. Plain Talks on Temperance. By John Ploughman (Rev. C. H. 

PULP Gn) Lh wire qosre'ats Oreo nici es aiae aehtenere hyewet siete aie a an ee 
21 7Ou, Wet Lt ALGHE It Mtr s ee weed tenebanstt a dale cane me i natn ee a 
2180. My Rich Religious Experience. /By O.“P) Jigs iu as een ieee 
2161, The Middle of the Stream. | By, RH) Howard, DD. sce pee 
2183. Scattering a Fortune. By William Fawcett, D.D...............:+ 
21B4: {Bei ¥e Separate. 1 By Mrs. McConaushys.0, ps es cee eee ree: 
2185. A Teacher in God’s School. By Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D....... 
2180, herfect Peace, By Hezekiah Butterworth on)..vp cot canete deelenie is are 


nr Dok, f 
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NO. PAGES, 
BIO7AS ALSO e IAL Waya: CONNENTENT elmer ae Many Srna uin e tate wicca ale” 4 
2188. Christ the Fountain. . By Theodore L. Cuyler, D.D.......,....... 8 
2189.) Che; Willing Worker.» By Kev. Prank \P) Reno... ek. GS 
2190, ‘* The Moon Was to Blame.” By Rev. H. M. Simpson.......... 8 
2191. Striving with Our Maker. By Rev. F. B. Meyer................ 16 
2102. ,ohy Christians. | bys Dheodore, La Cuyler, DD iiss Sas ene tek: 8 
2193; Comimento, esis, e by theodore 1. Cuvler DD. s. 02). ane a es 8 
STOd eis emp ne CALatatt sy ae ater eid etetars (aes Piet W's! edie ev -c/ LE Oy) ah aneeies« 4 

REVISED. 


2182. A Bounding Prayer Meeting (illustrated), By Rev. O. M. Scott... 4 


24MO CARD (printed on both sides), ILLUSTRATED, 
2574. (Face) To Gentlemen. (Reverse) The Third Commandment. 


The foregoing were all printed at the Methodist Book Con- 
cern in New York, where were printed during the year 
767,336 copies of tracts, containing 4,826,418 pages. 

A new catalogue of tracts has been issued under the title 
of Church Leaflets. It is of a size sufficiently small to be 
carried in the breast pocket, and yet contains the title and 
description of every tract issued by the Book Concern. It 
will be found very convenient by pastors and others who 
wish to obtain or to circulate tracts. It may be had free on 
application to Eaton & Mains, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
city, or Curts & Jennings, 220 West Fourth Street, Cincin- 
nati, O. 

GERMAN TRACTS. 

The German tracts are all published by the Book Concern 

in Cincinnati. During the year 1896 no new German tract 


was issued, nor were any German tracts printed, the supply 
on hand from the former year being sufficient for the demand. 
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TREASURER’S ANNUAL REPORT. 
DECEMBER 1, 1806. 

















SUMMARY. 
Balance in Treasury at New York Dec. I, 1895...... $3,870 68 
Total receipts from Dec, 1, 1895, to Nov. 30, 1896... 18,194 94 
————— $22,065 62 
Total disbursements from Dec. 1, 1895, to Nov. 30, 1896........ 16,140 97 
Balance in Treasury in New VOPKHINOV TSO NCOOOR Sus ae < grate $5,924 65 
DETAILED REPORT. 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, TRANSFERS OF FUNDS. 
Receipts. |Disbursem’ts. ToNewYork.| From N. Y. 
At New York... ./$10,399 87/$14,262 23||Baltimore.....| $...... $247 75 
At Baltimore... 109 00 36075} Boston nous). » 777 15 34005 
AD BOStOR 2.5. '61% 857 93 EUS) 14/|Bufialo, woe. vt ine see ee Mie ee eee 
AB Ale eee h tenn glk i GS Me a TURN, F Chicagow? 224% 2,345 47 13707, 
At' Chicago, i). 2,499 99 292 I9]/Cincinnati....| 1,803 05 159 63 
At Cincinnati...| 2,182 24 £38 ‘SaDetroitasecs nal) ves oh se lal eee 
PLENUVECL OLE urate iy ins ee nada et lnane! alclenibe x Philadelphitas 2) (ule poeeieaten 43 56 
At Philadelphia. 3 00 46 56)/Pittsburg..... 290 OO IO 00 
At Pittsburg.... 293 OO 13 OOUSt Louis): 1,369 53 137 26 
At St. Louis....) 1,589 16 356 89||\San Francisco. 178 00 76 65 
At San Francisco 260 75 159 40 Fe 
= aed een $6,763 20; $846 87 
Gta iy hee $18,194 94)$16,140 97 
Balance Dec. 1, 
TOS tS ecreoe S'S 700.6 imme tate mee 
On hand Nov.30, 
ESQG, oie wie eet aie Gilet Misi 5,924 65 








$22,065 62 $22,065 62 
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i leo OC iy a RECEIPES: 


PlabamMaecceavete ses see 
* Arizona, 


Pr eee 





$15 88 


Pele scales chasers sales Sag melt 22 00 
PNM ATISAS Tolavele:s) sve cies erateie's wise 29 00 
PATLAN Cale beleticsie a sotinaiit sists s aidakertralate I OO 
Austin...... Bteey sence Aad siatsaev aes g 00 
Baleinorentdrtncema sce scye tec) istarerene 479 40 
LAG DEALS ais re ete sleleievaisielsis sie aie\ cists 4 00 
BlucwRidgerc nator ensee sea oene nes 12 00 
California.) 00's sa Seen SRE AL, Aas 244 45 
Calitarniay German aaa toate aeleesice 31 00 
Central Alabama..... el ceed oteiayavateiet ess 14 87 
Central German........ arora state ayes 174 00 
Centra WIN OiB.ney se oe soles hela ses 309 50 
CentralyMissotimy: J9.5.6050 eens 8 05 
WentralwNewlViork fist viaccess. AG 315 25 
@entral‘Ohio.w 520. oe Spe risers elaraiate 213 50 
CentraliPennsylvaniarna. «ecco oee An 412 00 
Central Swedish th. ses cece pe 8 00 
Centrale hennesseeis. senece tie eees atsns I4 00 
GhicagoiGerman sey. st selec a 79 00 
Eincimmatipy yeaa. d actos elses 330 69 
GoloradOs rare ae ace ewicae ve 117 OL 
Columbia River........ S Gohine sigOogid 45 00 
Dakotas uc cscs aie her baste thavete Matec 46 00 
Dela Wane esis weiss cele/ajsises eas 3 58 00 
Desthloimes ter. tucciicecs sss: ne 213 16 
HOGENOIE arate mee erties wie steiminve alee bitists 250 70 
Past Germanitesc cit. cee 52 ne 137 00 
Pastuvainessesters. Brepaiclatstee tele sreie e's 80 00 
Hasts@Ohioly.a. cio. A NIGORAB ESS Seen 487 50 
ae FREMMeSSeels «cress cists crere.niels ne 33 00 
Hitle een sans tae a tele oil Aersiatans 56 387 00 
7 Finland and St. Petersburg, SUSAOGE 5 00 
Bloxrdatescan net: Date ae dk ates slecscealsie g 10 
Genesee nee. AERO CICK: erate 425 85 
Georgia...... Bus rraynrc ictal e waieinin sores oate 6 88 
SCulfechusen eee sceneeree abe 2 00 
Holston... ... a eete Rareinieceiate.t sverets 36 30 
Edahownss-cuk era iacaveta lol stetets savers aa)eiain 14 50 
1PM K0) iin gewaeo ons Goe Shapacee ; 303 00 
Indlanacee/iss hiss eras ee os Mites 270 00 
LOW Arca vats enathe 6 Sersyd ciclo aay atalte eva ; 211 00 
Japanes. Jb alte nates RM ee a5. 12 22 
KianSastee tie sisickers: sie catstetts es eta s.0) 180 25 
Kentucky...... Elerelen cisiele oeiel- shone 32 00 
Lexington..... Sis ret sett esate: oa kinks I2 00 
hittletRock.. ces « HiNtele ars isle ta,ealehasie’s Ir 40 
POUISIAN A eet och cites ay si si« sate 66 55 
Maines) .ueare MS ORES ECO CCC SOE ; I22 00 
Michipanyle wants iceyciats ialsielace a 307 00 
Minnesotans siren souk denies c's - II4 00 
Mississippi..... OTe. sieleistharaate ene 23 96 
MISSOURI a ierie e siteres isle) sieras) 6 o.6) se) 154 00 
Montana’. \ilimesercc Aacte ieniene 29 00 
INebraskamnuen maniac clseastecs rere Anon 58 00 
PN EeVadayecn crc dshe sect Mele eaaherolats II 00 
New England 70 ..¢.0ss00 Bice cekice 401 93 
New England Southern......... saints 252 25 
New lant psbire ses cay sc <stie einislerles 156, 13 
New Jersey...-ssesseeeeeeerreeeees 547 75 
*New Mexico English.. 16 00 
*New Mexico Spanish.............. 8 00 





INGWIEY OFT cle ades niece aceaetes OP TALE SO 
New York. Masts. i See. sees ses kas 1,010 65 
Newark an etecaitancen Bota raters 070 50 
WNorthi@arolinaw jee eeesee es 15 00 
North Dakota....... iGo oto ade Man 68 00 
INOKED MA nGianage Nae cuin enact 339 00 
*North Montana........ Lia everatals Ae 10 50 
North) Nebraska. avs as. van. sna 58 00 
Niort ny higiay ile teva: sche 277 10 
SNorthyPacthic German..2.5.)..005. 15 00 
INSEE Gelinan. ye eke aaheeleve 48 00 
Northern Minnesota: ic. sistes) seeec 75 00 
Northern New York......... Aeihoctid 250 25 
#Northern swedish c4s5 36 ca cates se 34 00 
Northwest German...........2..0. 52 50 
INorthwestuindianaven arte) acs oe 213 50 
Northwest Iowa......... plstbral stave vi eies 261 00 
INorthwestakansascen sree tis le ais)~ 32 50 
Northwest Nebraska..... Ra tletvetsetsie II 00 
Norwegian and Danish............ : 59 85 
ONO Wie eee oe ae A Gee Hee Ene 217 00 
@klahonya eves. 5 HR CREM Cas 8 75 
Oregons hay see eee oe ese eet ; 69 00 
Philadelphia iacicsese ances retele 3 25 
Pittsburet snemecns et Beatie st ees 291 00 
BugetiSoundswasewerne scence aa a 45 00 
RockiRivertweene..cee Mia reiatecvale tes: os 513 00 
Saintajobn sw R iver eiva hese wee 18 55 
San COWS ee waniseisr cae ele tere ot 207 00 
Saint Douls i Germangenc cs sce: acts IOI 00 
Savannah ee Cie eee seers we ces Sie 56 55 
South Carolina. mari at ste cies cits «/aletateyais 66 84 
SOuUth AIAG tam Menics seca cies eesiets's sale 5 00 
SOUtne MW ansaseniesm merece at saeco e I42 Co 
Southern Californias. 63. .6c.4..8 ses 146 00 
Southern Milimois cesses sevceiatee sti ele 254 00 
Southwest) Kansasiaasciis seis ce see cere 105 00 
Sweden cushegerweesccco viet ewes 44 67 
Switzerland ae aess Ay a Ate ier 61 36 
WheENTIeSSEC Perera tte tes elvan sina wie als ects 13 75 
AVCRAS Meme rier teenie cis ewes teteie sts 27 70 
(ELOY Aptah, Awanee Shes, have atate Gis se terete 438 00 
Upper Lowa y da cxciesie uicivewiesieeiens 424 00 
Upper Mississipptecartccisena se ilee as ath 0} 
iL tah pene eons siavatotuane niem cates 8 00 
WeErImMon tierce ice are, eee dieltleie ste I29 00 
Wil citar ere reer wis Lee traah a Abe 12 00 
Washington Muah aren ty eleecle tive me tote 67 00 
West German'.....3-.-3. alelersvets elves 60 00 
West! Nebraska. cons ace weaes at meters 31 00 
West Texas) Sonu ole ne ets ae) 48 75 
West Virginia ns dea sewaitys 161 00 
West Wisconsin nessa des shelatyshers TIRE 
Western Norwegian-Danish......... g 00 
On CIES LE An AVENE ps Psd a’ oS 405 00 
Wictonsin, Win aed nenihe etic Petals ae 175, 02 
Wyoming.. sia, blah otere valle’ OLHMLL a¢% apa oe 4II 00 
*Wyoming..... teste ates seistGaacsletat phe cloves 5 00 
Legacies acsia le doer Rn a ae eee a Sea Greet fad 257 31 
Stindries Tienes eee eae Ais I 75 

Totals. senseak ean seu mincth device toa $18,194 94 


* Mission. 
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Norwegian and Danish paper in Chicago................6. $200 00 
Norwegian and Danish paper in Oregon..............2+-+- I50 00 


GRANTS MADE BY THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 





INOTrwayeais flee ee bree PIBOVOO |S Oorea sy ihe he aw’ wie a eek ole $200 00 
SOM ensliie sw loe cleus Wig ete tein eiarels BOO OG | Papal ei wed tyne ccc ere’ ve wars 850 00 
Puispbann cl Ss2'cici Wiener agen tata 500 00 | South America. Buenos Ayres. 700 00 
Switzer lati Wier ae ete ect ene ACO! OO NECK were etait lta eliele bite a Falla 600 oO 
Thalys cic ey aeteitetre ra eie 1,250 00 | Swedish tracts for Chicago.., 100 00 
China: Foo-Chow....$675 ne Spanish paper in New Mexico. 200 00 

Kiukianginny fence 100 } 775 Swedish paper in California... 100 00 
India: Lucknow...... 850 French paper in New England 150 00 

NAG TAS. ee eimsisiiene ss eat T3359 0C —_—— 
Malaysia sisi skits Wisin Weare cr ene 100 0O $7,725 00 


GRANTS MADE BY COMMITTEES. 








By Executive Committee... $1,187 47 Philadelptiat. 3 sua. nues $46 56 
By Local Committees : EATERS DIO Lo Ost bata oie ede 13 00 
Bra ELIA ORE) Wp ta ete tac bite tes 356 75 St. Lowisuie sca Oeste 356 89 
Pastor Sl ydaie as Ue Boe II5 13 San vhranciscoin ae ae cle 159 40 
COM ELD ITAUH sil ie hucnerei nets 538 82 = 
CEE CaO ii) opal boioass whee Surs 292 19 $3,066 21 
“ Goop TIDINGS,” 
Paper, printing, etc....... Si 5320 a7 Mditorial wwork joe ooh See $50 00 
PQStARE else =e 28 ise othe 85 50 —_—— 
EAT Sai eretapiene: x eiete ice eee eine 50 00 Si, 7nd 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
Salaries of Secretarseshe teers ries, Chae meme einen e $2,125 00 
Traveling expenses jot (Secretaries .7)\cisws keine ese Cea 399 87 
AMUIVENSAT YOUN einetane ey clan ei poets NN ICs M Ua RM cea laure 70 60 
Incidentals—postage, printing, stationery, etc........... 686 38 
NE ey $3,281 85 
Dotalidisbursenients. vow giana irc acetates ar ae tes $16,140 97 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE P. MAINs, 7vreasurer. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, a committee appointed to audit the accounts of the 
Treasurer of the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, do report 
that we have examined the same and find them correct. We also find the 
proper vouchers for all the payments. 


J. O. FowLer, 
RICHARD LAVERY, } Auditing Committee. 
L. SHANLEY DAVIS, 
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GRANTS OF TRACTS MADE. 





Grants of tracts to the value of the sums mentioned below were made 
during the year as follows: 


Alabama Conference. 











Baltimore : 














00 
Madison Avenue..... $15 oo/Madison............... Hf 00 
Boaz ene ee $2 oo Mad} 5 
adison Square...... Bool wlanchesters ss sccees ie I 00 
Cordes HA) Sie 250] al : 
Colima G42 ae EMOrial Me aakisieiai"s a col Martinez, Oy. aes eae 3 00 
RUE Se 5°! Montford Avenue 6 5o|Middlet 
Murphree’ s Valley .. 1 00] yy ut 5° COW Meo sisiaicie cam nif) LOO 
t. Vernon Place.. TOROO| MOdeston. nae cement I 00 
Rocklandiwreds sacen vsteit (OO ’ . 
Rocky Mount Boe eee oct Beth. 10 ooj/North San Juan........ 1 50 
tar recent ui outh Baltimore...... 15 oo/Oakland;: 
Gin oc Strawbridge..... ie eats 5 00 Eighth Avenue...... 5 00 
Swindell Memorial... 3 75; Golden Gate.......... 3 00 
. Abt Twenty-fourth Street. 5 oo} Thirty-fourth Street.. 6 00 
Arizona Mission. Union Square? ). |)... 8 60 Placervilles iiss aus ¢s's's 50 
Blagstafriecen sete $3 00 Hey Chapels...) 1s,00 Pee ARP R REE tee 3 I 00 
LSI G be uel e yew telat 3 oodberry : seville cue ean. 3 00 
First Clurch jot yes 4 0oo|/Sacramento: 
$6 oo Grace! (a as aen Em Wworooh. Slain Street... se... 3°75 
Baltimore Circuit....... 7 oo/San Francisco: 
Arkansas Conference, |Brookland & Langdon.. 5 oo] California Street...... 3 00 
Carrolltommneeuaas se 5 oo| Central Church,..... 15 00 
Beebe .........ee00 ees $2 50lCurtis Bay Mission ... Gao) Epworth, oo... 6.920) 3 00 
Bentonville ............ SPOON ota ity nee eee ae x oo} Fifteenth Street...... 3 00 
lave PRTMSS any dx 25|Govanstown ......... oe) hoknole Eloward Street...220') 5 00 
AFTISON... cares ees cese 2), S0lGreat Falls. 20 ue. 5 00 Simpson Memorial, ha 2 50 
Huntsville............. SHOCKER UNG S Amica Maal meets SRO A PEM. ee ay } 2 00 
Mammoth Springs...... I 0O/Tutherville ,........ Sy pay bomanesd Clara, cde ao! 4 00 
Mountain Spring....... I 0O/Mount Savage.......... Bioomoulsbyville.. 465250. 2 00 
Texarkana.........+++- BUCO South Riversauescmse sais 4 00 euite RSET yee eee aS ee I 00 
Dy Kesvilles 2% Sentosa es. ALONE) MUSING Ny Relpracers «parsers od 2 00 
$14 75|/Tenallytow Walnut Creek...... 
VC OWN wera gm meer 50 sejelsisisi nation) 2450 
Washington : West'Berkeley i. ¥2(..... 3 00 
Atlanta Conference. David Rogers Mission 5 oo| Williams......... aac 3 00 
Atlanta: Emory pieces slctl eleisyavals 5 oo Monee 
ForeStroat $o 25 rust see sit orelionar erties 5 00 $117 50 
Llovd St ia ee ae VGC O arenes 5 00 
Gif. Stree Gol GYACE. 2 vescess tees 5 00} California German Conf 
Wahine a ae North Capitol Street. 12 25, 
Rrra or Vote, ee hay °lWest Falls Circuit...... 5 oo|Fla Juana..........-.. $3 00 
Ry iko SMU Walliains port say verse seis 50 Girne tk teeeeee nersiseniiae Ss M19 
; ¢ First Church......... 
Austin Conference. Pe tan fore a ee 
ones ; $ Black Hills Mission. $16 75 
TACCA CY epee ciate 5 00 
Denton....... ge pOnrN Ov 3 45 (OlVEh Ay NA ese Tilo timed tieic $3 00 
Seeks aoe ae Blue Ridge Conference. Nhe hn Alabama Conf. 
$ Burnsville... .eceessss HI CO Matin Peaahane seesee $2 00 
23 45|Gastonia..... Biat ebe ical ers 2 - 
Pe bacliMomneine etsice aries Streetenepeeis 3 00 
Baltimore Conference. /Trap Hill.,............ I 00 Ege are hbitiny Paine ls iat 
ANACOSLIAL Uc varicierta sien (es OO Winston.......... Suiits ae AS COON Teen loca Ip Nulla i hte mM 
Baltimore: meas 
pernele Memorial.. 5 00 es $9 00 
Boner aa ee 7 an California Conference. 
Creer Avie! 15 00 le meds | ‘ $6 + Arie tte Gorman Fie ’ 
ester Street...... 4c Hirst Church accsl. cas oolAkron ered aeitle 3 00 
City Mission......... 27 50/Bloomfield............. 2 oo|Cincinnati: 
Deaconess Home..... 40 00/Bowman..... sersersierk ere 2.00) y VEER ADU sey alse ere 3 00 
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Detroit Conference. Rattentcre iis Rear NM IDIPSSDAVONA THe eee Asian h thee 
Addison see eeseeee ene $4 oOo Scarsport ete Sete at ae ni he i 35 Somerset PF 7 oie) SONS Boe 9018: 9 2 00 
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Worthingtonte ccs) see pico Smepnerd elisa. in ee ee 3 oo|Chicopee Falls......... I 00 
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New Hampshire Conf. |New York: Bloomfield : 

: Battery Park.... $30 00} Park Church..... gees oo 
te +11 «aaa Aan $o 50 Church of the People 5 0o0]Bloomingdale.......... a foe) 

(Sieates 2 oo} Fordham,........... 3 0o|/Bloomsburg..... vars I 50 

Mnnitha nn ee Pe Italian Mission...... . ‘2-co/Califon.... 34 .0i4 33 2 50 

Thicd Chiupohoes fie 6.| Madison Avenue..... £a',00|Clinton.%. ssa". Byatt I oo 
Willebaes Bridge... ape 50 ParkAwenue’ o/c) <i 50|East Orange : 

Manchectere nent mn? StubaulsSounere cet § Oo}! Calvary, 456 4s4's5 2440) 2000 

St James.. ; : Washington Heights. 4 oo/Elizabeth: 

Trinity eas eager os 63 °\North Egremont....... 1 oo] Fulton Street......,. 400 
Milan vos ens ae euls Peekskill: Prankfort)Plainsiy.¢20+2)) 1, 00 
Rochester... seen ig Burst Churchiese: ses» 5 00|/Hoboken: 

Salisbury.--... . j poe 2 cole Denicia .....- daha ashe 16 50}. First Church......... 5 00 
LT REN pe Ee : Poughkeepsie: Jersey City: 

SR ip ip peeks ledding Aer aconisvrel wert OO a IMOLy aah orisiaiets vars sine USECO 

aye Mriniby eva Aedeee iver saavooly Lafayette... geass. db 60 

Stamford........-. 250] Linden Avenue...... 2 50 

New Jersey Conference. AWindliamiecA8 ae esis ste I 00 cave as Wlaveld eo cieye 6 oo 

. Sl rINIty ies «oft ees , 00 

eicaeh A Ere iy RAR 2) $200 $116 25 oh alia Harbor. aacd - 00 

ethesdaeyan veaveninss seer 0 ountain Tet ps tee , 
Blackwood s22.-e-5- AsaA tT 38 Newark: view Pe 
Bordentown : : New York East Conf. Central?) Ori iro ee 

Irst UIC. we sevvee tele) 
feria geert ce Ard aie Broollya: Tiss Sees ne 
Burlington : Bethel Ship Mission. $8 00 Nyack. Let T ahha ives a, 

Union Street......... 2 00| De KalbAvenue..... 5 0olpaterson; me 
Camden: Elim'Ghapel reacts 5 0] Calvary. bys 

Broadway i. <.s'e0 ..s6 4 70| Emmanuel....... sess 309 Paterson Avenue..... : 00 

Centenary...... 5 oo| Fleet Street..... + ama epospect. Street HioNne A 00 

Kaighn Ave. Mission, 3 0o| Hanson Place........ REO Trinity) (200 vend oak 00 
Capes lays scsi ieenes 400| Knickerbocker,...... 5 0Olperth Amboy.......... : fe) 
Centreton...... veseeese 250} Pouth Second Street.. 7 50!piermont.. ve Le seaos Z : 
PRA MTOME tac Pe Ge of e ote =< 5 oo| South Third Street... 3 00/Port Oram... ssscscees 2 i 
CHRON ean «ae ceceeeee 2 00] SUMmerfield......... 3 9°/Quakertown... bad eA = 
Dudley : Williams Avenue,.... 2 OR shwa Suid Sesto neh ih 

@ramerngally. cys see e233 Bridgeport : Pine Chiich: eee cer OO 
Lakewood..... Rohe) Cres Re ic Cherchesh ties Pr OP onthy ean ges s/c siae7 3 00 
Lambertville..... Pee 5 5O City Island............ 1 74\Spring Valle 2 00 
Meesburge sos occas viene T 00/COTONA.. ees eeee vee eee Spas Pelond say en 
WVEarltoniinces: sees. xr og|Cutchogue,........ OO) ea trace, 2 50 
Merchantville........... 2 50 Forestville....... SON da MRR Oh) Wyte a eee ir oii? Me ae 
Milltown....++ssscceee 2 Oo|PTEEPOrt..... 22.0. tees Seles eae VRE le pe 
Millville. .:....... 3 g4|Glen (OVvernnencea nies AGO Aeterna) 5 
Moorestown....-......, 1 0o/Hartford : St. Paul.. 00 
Pointville,..... SL) 2 oof, First Church,........ 3 ©/Tranquility..... Lbged AN 2 fore) 
Port Morris........... r colISHP...- see cere ee eee eee I 50/Waldwick.......+..00.. I 00 
Ouinteas ee 56 Lake Groveriisaccad o'sa 3.00 Washington. PPeEen Lr: jae 
PRSHONCRS ec ean ss alas I 00 RS ae Ssegaedidaiels 290 PEROT RE 

: r : 
Bee er Gest aa Moo Farce Chaves /'t7) 42) x,00 $247 00 
Spring: Lakets ie sce 2 oo|Naugatuck.........6. ss 5°} North Carolina Conf. 
‘Babernacle s.)i.5e aa) dees 50 New Haven: Mehewitle Cire 
Tom’stRivere.....s Saal Mik any ig Summerfield. ....+44. 5o|Asheville Circuit....... $2 00 
Woodstown,....sesevee Ph Pet sal recto ya ae MR ead Se 
A en IVLEmlOrial yest 5 oo} Orest Clty...-..0. 3,00 
Sr yhes Beekman Gill... 2s oo|Franklin,..... datetelle Mite 2 00 
nce Street...... 5 00 ee bee e eee teree sees I 00 
Second treetweses age 20 Oo|J CHETSON...e.-ee eee eeoe 2 00 
New RTM ey crcl Seventh Street....... DOI LENOT co ena wen es seeves 3,00 
A Thudterdie $ Thirty-seventh Street 1 oo|Norfolk ° oe Sh FSCO 
Ch a que..... ae 2 25 Port Chester peer AGE 5 Oo Shelby widen 6/216) 6 «eels €) 80 ae 2 00 
earl Be th Be Bak ey al So ae See eee mou West Acheviliet?. 001 2 00 
Sayville... sieieleet cee at ETOO 
$4 50 Sean eae senses hess OO $23 00 
New Mexico Spanish Shelton, ...........008 Cat eR uSle 
Mission. eee Aad Detesit int so|North Dakota Conference. 
est Reading san sso store I 00 
HY PSSO. css caarans Pie ae Soweto le ie heen fooler seesseeccosces $6 09 
RATE Avent tte 6 WLON As sooo eee ee sae TL OF. 
New York Conference, GEG ee a More vudinecciencs 50 
akOta...seoe- soeerese 2 00 
Se rathalee tee Me ete $x 00 $170 49h) anedome.'s. Maas Nias i) 8) 80 
ea et, ai tase Bey. Weta alts pasion 22 OO 
u <4 0 Vai e@ees epoeen co 
ee aon ets Newark Conference. os 
ULE waged ieleistetersty s 4 25 
Bales on «2 SE: I SH PAAR TSR $2 50 az 03 

ATANELtOWN ss e015 000s BLOGUAS DUN yen nal valet « aie 50 * 

Kingston : Berreville skies aiioherasts : 00 North Indiana Conference 

Rondout.. eae’) og. oohbelleville ty. ges seit oss 4) SOP MIDE cde tntie ea sise oe ts $x 00 
Newburg: Trinity. . Aes iz ool Bergen Point hate kane! BOoPA RATE Wiaceeiclescivicis.s sivicie | bE OO 
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Northern Swedish Miss. 


























Bourbon eee ea Bouse 

LOM hetavets am ait 2 = eles sees oT SO Wausau $ 
BARA Phe aisre eit 3 00 

Fort Wayne: . 

Wayne Street........ 3 20 N Aitganias Mace t ee ee 
Garrett oni iiss. Sse ROO. 6 
Goshen........+0++ nisl Bit Re OO $6 00 
Theeed oi 2S) Northwest German Conf. 
Kokomo: Grace........ 2 50\Crathorne,..)... . Bt irc Geer) 
Middletown...... stele HP eUOO GEM DAL ANULLAN Will slalinets mano meO 
Sheridanae sae een 75 
Wheatland ic ic ig 3 00 $6 52 
Wimbledon PANO sae 3 00 
Winchester... +s++++ __? | Northwest Indiana Conf. 

2 Lucerne yang cassis ae $2 00 
$ 7 9° Mulberry. ..+++++ Sidhe Giae 2 00 

North Nebraska Conf. yon Liberty......+-++ 50 
Ratite Creek so dde oigat oa! ¥ alparatso .. cree sva ses It 73 
Dannerbog see vessel snie iy Oo 
Fullerton A Ri Pd 3 00 Lik 
rake ee Cee seseve 39° Northwest Iowa Conf. 

Monmouth Park..... 3 o0/Galva........ RS WAG Dae tian Ste 
Ol Neile inate ean I OOJGOWTIE.... eee eee ceeee J 2oo 

- Kingsley......--+ss+s5 1 50 
$13 oo| Lake View........- einen ae 
IGUVETI eelrens seb etaieiale 3 00 

North Ohio Conference. |Manson............---- 2 50 
Burbank thar ei, . $x oo/Mulford...... se On Mee saheshit 
Cleveland id Mission He AVAS 4 00 Redding Sheela. inTte at 6 ee crcee 3 fore} 
Monroeyille..... Heh cay 2 oo|Rowan..... eels ainies bee sie REO 
Moun eE Vernon uo 3 7o|Ruthven.......... ale ef We OO 
philohy (a: UA LN I 0O ty City : 

Warsaw ii cle clemielay sais es |) 2.00 ISSION.. 0s seeses ese 3) 09 
Wellington.... .... 2 so|_ Whitfield............ 2 50 
Wilmot. AE INA ied I 50 Spencer met eie alte is eects ee 2 00 
$17 70 $26 00 
North liars German Northwest Kansas Conf. 
ission : 
qj Achilles yee eee aa 

Fairhaven......... 44. NSs Sol pennies eM - eS 
Fiarrin eto ake ait QUSOC tata ei clea come Bay 
Leon,.... isles olenscelsvehe) eye 3 9lDowns..... AMER U BNI HANS ROO 
Portland: Pirst)/Church.\\ 5) 75letleworth . 2...) 24. eee ie 
SEALE sh ai diideeey sess ht JOON apton hielo Mn ee 
Tacoma ..se+-seceesees 2 S0/Norcatur.... cceeeecees I 60 
BLN OTLOM eteints cle aie it eclerers 3,00 

$22 ES Ovallah acne eee saa noO 

Northern German Conf. |Paradisersss couscous. 2 00 
Arlington ss, ioc sesee DE SO] Ransomlsevcwes see gies 5° 
Duluth Cia wise seve si 61e By 50! Waldo iecnaa mint ieetatle I 00 
SRR NY ven eee sees 2/75) Webster Jiu esc. Seidl) 3 00 

Siecyed aN AK Sih Mew ake 50 be 
West Superior..... eM ae $32 60 

$11 25/Worthwest Nebraska Conf. 
Northern Minnesota Conf. canis: ciciateih shel sic conse $3 oe 
nee pls tia va iharcthige : fore) 

First Church..... PONUNB aiveaeh ase oan eer narra Ae awe 
Minneapolis : $ 

Soudan. kes ewe. 50 ant ad 

einity eee sia mens I 
Morris. if Peet i CAMO NES oe Norwegian & Danish Conf. 

Ashland.... a kaise a PADS Oa 
PHiOo Hularheiy vie e 2 00 

i ND Alea NOG HANAN AA. ple 
Northern New York Conf. pie died : nie 
Sonne ns eee. ap $x 00 Ei tl Chirch (i... 15 06 

acketts Harbor........ I 50 ESleY AM wa aisteingenues I 00 
Unica: South (Streets; . 772) oo] La Crosse) oi, ena .8 100 
Vernon...... PE AUse ere ei (ah ZUSO! VLATISCEG a raineie segs nue 3 00 
Watertown: Neenahaticnccenies A at] Ae Jaro 0) 

DEALS OEreet acs geisler ef 400] New Dire i, wk ede eels hoo 

oo OE Wiehe nite eat aun nels 2 00 
$1000 Omaha essere uaclee eis (OO) 


Racine: Trinity........ $1 00 
Sioux Falls : 








Scandinavian Church. 5 00 
~~ {University Place....... 6 60 
$5I 00 

Ohio Conference. 
Tronton wasawasen Nea $2 50 
Waltavaly, ater cue esate 50 
New Albany. 05. /.ssies. 50 
IRGrrytOne aminieeiecn sicahane 08 
Plain, City... uccescsnet 3 00 
Rushville......... aeelig I 00 
$7 58 

Oklahoma Conference. 
Gatoosal Aen ae teates Fae linen re: 
Choctaw, City. es BOO 
Claremorew-m neds as oo  ghos 
Cotieyville Wcn aise eee 
(Gate yen eet A ape ee 3 00 
Mulhall... Ae 2 00 
IWewiirle) caacemcce aes Sine) sere) 
Okarchee i Jiiiece ees ao 
Pond: Creek ii yeeecee 3.00 
Pryor) Creekii., RL nS | Gere) 
Mahlequahy waist sce mmeroo 
MESA le ge cai ata vels is SOO 

$33 00 

Oregon Conference. 
Dayton Wercete. irae $1 00 
ana PASS oc sh intent 50 

LesoniGityaiacsnmen ele 25 
Portland: 

Grace nine da adcneen sea RS LOO 

Patton ie lscrneteniie 50 
Sheddispescen we iy 3 00 

$10 25 

Pittsburg Conference. 
Allegheny : 

Simpson...... Sa $2 00 
Coke Mission..... ag et shah EOLOO 
Marion! Center!s.2)).7.74: anos 
Pittsburg : 

Bingham Street...... 10 00 

$25 00 
Puget Sound Conference. 
AMACOLLES Heme eee. $3 00 
Ballard) 2. Sala wislotecaaht AEROS 
Centtalias-s i Ssil.425 Gaeta 
Chehalis..... ide gus aatadeian 25 
ER sok tN ES rea ree, (1S) tore, 
ROVERCL Ey as iy nik aye 2 50 
Fairhaven..... Ce melee SAE SEO 
Glenwood aoc ius sees 3.00 
HH adlockaia) (avenger 3 00 
New Whatcom: 

Hirst, Churchye ee vee tc 
Seattle: 

Madison Street..,5... 3 00 
Sedma einen eae PAIZIOo 
Spenceren se cee hie HT OO 
Stanwood...... ASHEN His.) Mlpie Bi oe) 
Sultanive iwi es eke. Sy lye toe) 
Tacoma cinta vincent Tenses 
Wihtatcomn es oc sets 2 00 

$40 75 
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Rock River Conference. (Highland.............. $2 50|Garden Grove.......... $x 00 
Chicago : etersonuCiry a geese aoc Glendorateres Tie tenlan I 00 
Avondale,........... $0 50)/Keokuk...... Baa oy efit 2 50/Pasadena : 
City Mission.,....... 6. col Kleine yo. oie cces a) Hor 0 Hirst Churghy 024/95). 8 so 
Graces. ius .. Io oo/Mascoutah,............ 2 50/San Bernadino..... OAC dae mere! 
Italian Mission....... 5 oo|Morrison........... eee 5O|pan) Luis \Obispoie.. 5 00 
Oakland...... Pe ors ool Mount: Olives: wiles . 5 0oo/Redondo Beach........ 50 
Park Avenue,...... feed ro Mounts Pieasantiane a mcsm ravers. 1.0. s/00 tay aan Oo 
= tis Park Avenue.. 5 00 hehave i sors uy ase abe ere 2 50 _—_——— 
estern Avenue..... 5 oo}! uscatine.., corse eesece 2 50 $25 50 
Galena cates sate wore wien a eo Nashville s) 0 50)0.5. seve 2 50 
Lamoille: a pe antes res 2 50| Southern German Conf. 
Laisbonty ai kiugu sak cateave 5o|4NOXOMIS....---., teeees 2 50/Ballinger........... sees $2, 50 
Lyndons wienacce r oojOakdale............... 2 50/Bartlett................ _ pi 
Morgan Park...... Said ne 2 50|Red Bud....scseseesees 2 50/Freyburg........ Se 4 00 
Mount Morris.......... 1 oo|Rock Island........... ZESOiVictoria teeta ee I 75 
North Harvey....... ate sojst. Charles.......... 3,00 —_——--— 
Princeton...... Sane ve I 50/5t. Louis : $10 75 
St. Charles...,......... 100] Carondelet........... 3 00 
are Seay veeeeeoees I 10! Southern [Illinois Conf. 
$45 40 Summerfield........... SRC rn aia: $3 00 
CCT CN ieee avian be AROURI N cermin enter 3,00 
St. John’s River Conf. bb soa da ee carat a 7 25\Central City...... Mies 60 
Candler’ or jae. terns LUO MABELOONNTA pean 1 CEA Ur Vdd Gee Clay City.......... sees 3°00 
f ATSAW .fierbiect srietes 2 5O 
Green Cove Springs. hye 3 oo Wrayville t 2 50 Flat Rock Jie SUV pietpy elite mietele 2 00 
Fackson ville vip Mena on SN bies oo tege irae se iton yor he ye iS erie HOR OOUC AU Honan 3 00 
ATMO ny sens 3 2 50 $1 TAYVIME...- 4-2. covers 2 50 
Minneola. ss istieobe> ss 2 00 27 *°\Hagerstown...... tresses 2 00 
Fleleyyeusan ance aLeetersl eos 
STL tin host ae? South’ Caroling) Conf ingar Cryin ke es 
$10 50 Shenae prone POR ANAI A $1 co eat HER ee BE Meek 2 00 
LOR eel bs Miavtetenn ins eae 26 Wouisvilles heel tana I2 
ei ouls Oouterence Darlington, se <'.!se ae ; 50|McLeansboro,....... 3 fs 
Fr itla d $ rer ie PVs Lines Sat Re ; 25 Medora Wari iil reu we 3 00 
LAL b ooh bo OCDE iwi wOeO SLAM DCOM UG eiareieiy ella ots ; 25|Mount Carmel......... co 
eas site tees eeees S825\) CHETSODLdaaetea een 1 oo/Mulberry Grove.... 2 fore) 
ansas City: Macedonia, ieiijreranet's 25|Newton,........, Madines 2 25 
City aah sete eens SRSOP LOUIE ZIG TH tune tie denis z 50/Newton Circuit........ 3 00 
patience ers 2 00 fe LE sean 2 eauy 25|Odin........ aus 3 25 
Bovied baane ABOO| Sellersiacuos ese SONEGGuO 25|Richview......... TT ZLOO 
ey ceua rttteeee seee 2 00 Syracuse Amt aPcotioadDac 50|\Shawneetown.......... I 00 
Potosh eee ee eeeees Naat anioe Fesenoutinadt: I Bre Par nous Weeicre sels 40 
OTOS.- +s eeee sees see - AMGEN Ea arinrinis WaM AN 300 
Re pLEHANS  cigniiee a9 Behe 
St. Louis : 
St. Luke’s..........-. 1 00o/S0uth Dakota Conference. 
Sedalia : Centerville....... Ae $3 00 Southwest Kansas Conf. 
first Churchis. 7-2. s2 2.50) Hl kiPoimt. yrsinerenee oo|Arkansas City.......... $z 80 
¥, 
WiacOtnel versa seaicicc wakes 2 00 Wetec’ ea ialesatel vee et ghioo | Caldwellcim: ary iseen 3 co 
—j|Hot Springs.... ....... BVOO|GAMETON ssrinedecesteecres 2 00 
Cann7s| Mound Citysecaeee pooiColdwaters cil ea. 2.75 
Sioux City: Dighton asses dda seeelee 2 00 
St. Louis German Conf, |-.Fitst Church..... ais 64|Garden City..... steystatate 3 00 
y Geer $ Sioux Falls: Hloising fon asians sects ae 2 00 
SOE DODO MEBo Ae 2 Jordan Church....... oo|Hutchinson: 
ee ba Weve el dave ave tise dela 2 5°\Suimter : oo| Hadley Chapel Bg ts 
Ppletonwwcrae a Ay Ee: TRU FA eh Np Mi NTE HELTER: 
Rasen ans RRR ON TCE re — cece 2 SRA ale es 5 00 
Biniei raves eee Sco $17 64 ees DRS hane es Atel clots ne SCO) 
BAGG: NG PUPS Oa la oo Ptah AE ckerson i hays estes 2 00 
i . ‘€.|Pretty Prairie.......... 3 00 
oe eect eens tere SHA merictig.s.0. 0s hae ne - $1 gojSpivey......... eres snes SLOP 
Binies te ahee Say : ro dna one DUAL NOME tee SYTACUSEs occu uu ual Ak GO 
Tle Cea 5°lGalesburg....... yates r oo|Walton........ apie ROS 
Central Avenue.. 5 00 es Tea ntne aap rm a 
yoy oun allevetacreiistetas I 00 BEY lest, 
rs Mhagcepee tng = as Neosho Falls yn. ose (2% x hash 1) fey Pose aly 
setae tes OS WERO Ma sracle cielo ah nistays I 0O weden Conterence. 
@hesterss sa acca cea ee - 2 50lp Pea 
: ATSOUS es teste eoe Fe oe ce TTsO Stock holm avscecwies 8 
Aaa aea veees peg ibieteburg. a). 1: Ptah) ete sik 
Decatur. ssi sss daceisega, Ve) s¢ rn xii Wika ae vss+ 3 0°} Tennessee Conference. 
Dies Moines; hy iiss.sss oh webolqe ee Pierre Maus Columbia iG ud leaeant ayes! 25 
MOVOREOL se aels este islen I ool, 
Brake ee 9 Shu Ge bee OO a neta Liherty ye ee aes 25 
East St. Louis..... FOG ay, ES KS) Ries Vea oy a Ruler Lexingtony, see ee eens aC 
Edwardsville........... 2 50 $18 6 Nashville : 
es Grove..... aide Seek 2 50 5 M iliaiay Chapel..... 6 00 
MOYY CBi ake ier aiele tohsic \el'e terete aaate 2 50 A a CLEFSDUNE aisle o elie a atatane I 00 
Parmineton.. 0.) se... 2 50 Southern California Conf. Spring’ Bilbo. ; I 00 
Gordonville....... AN 2 so|Arroyo Grande........ $0 50 ~ 
lar peraeaes nin saiestes See ZusOCOltOnG a « s/sleiorse cir AA bg Une'e" $9 50 
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Texas Conference. Baltimore : Stantone, sen: circle $x 00 
Texarkana: Mount Zion: i.ores $5 oo Williamsburg slatieielelstiees tale I 50 
St. Paul... .c.ceseve G3 OO}, WaUghi ii, ewan cans 5 0o|Wilmington : 
Bengienoge hese sre bie KONO] MEAN SOUT. cs setae ee 4 00 
Troy Conference. Voce sfofets tonclola enctclare AySovmE Brandywine, +... eu 2 00 
: . t evetiot ia’ #9) eet SOOM AMAL ACE ara ola) se smioicreie Aris 
Ganajoharie (ecu. eans> $2 50 R ros aga ies SS aoe yn 
Chatham Center....... EUSA e Mekeh Stress ay chadet 5 00 Madeley.. ee ah 25 
Cobleskill pleltie mr wieieis eevee I oo Washington : St. Paul. i RAN 10 50 
ae Ren Ae ean : EDEnEZer sey Beker hen OO 
Fort Edward........... 2 00 $ ss $34 10 
Fort Plain yi cscdscse se 2 50 37 5 Wi ia ene 
tollvataleaeate ¢ isconsin Confer ‘ 
Fone. & ce| West Nebraska Conf. palit 
ACRE Sera meghahte AMON teva oe cette oe Re EROS 
Lake eee aha wstetuate Set eee Freote a Rte cea re esses $2 oolColumbus BESS, 
Lansingburg : AGC Cela Wet tices anit. A ae MeO Rack Trou. n hoahe uae 
First “Church Delle cake S100! Big iO Prnes.. ..ccoakices AY aie Gand Racks Ge rh b ee 
Mechanicville.......... 5 oo/Bloomington........... SLamiWarchall (1) oy neat is 
Paittstieldjiuc4.8tee pois BLOMGIANE diate sas als spares 2 aNMilwatkee smelt nie 4 
Starkaboro. di. c.ese B OORT... wie steam caanitn 5 00] Asbury... As 
Troy: Republican Cityeiees t.60\Montfort..0.0. 0. a Ns 2 an 
Grate va isve tthe ages i So|Stockville.......... sess 3 O0\Sheboygan....... gst ta su 
State hii Hole rinks 2(50| Wallace... ss. cease nes . Ss South Milwaulcee |, Cee rates 
Trinity. . eNAee and SOO Wilsonville...... ee ea i seOOStopler.< ..c lls mek eate eyed 
= Wiaterloolt, ssecem eter 2 00 
$42 50 $27 59 
Upper lowa Conference.| West Virginia Conference. $17 85 
BellePlaingi teaser $3500] Clay Agee aches se ale.<)1 13100 . 
Comanclive yr sresscicdaciaes PSUS sera se ees eeinae : 00 Wyoming Coslerence: 
Cedar Bluffs...... ‘ catuis (00 Glenvillemeitenneneen ce 50| Binghamton : 
Cresco seeeitesi ances 2 50|Grantsville......... sees 200) Centenary.. $1 00 
Reorane tt Circiuites eae 3 oo/Harrisville,........ BY Soi ClariSaimout fe aioe 
arrison Be a tduche weds 2 oo|Huntington: D et Te 
Towa City eioat. menses 6 00|( First (Church, 3... nase I 00 Fopeat otk net Agent x es 
WeESUp TUAW Sieh ah sons 2 50 Rpeerondes SAS aes aa eras T 00i\Gieat Bend, ...... fea 
MeiGlaire: i eeicsare selon Sab OMLEOM aKa asain telsrokee Phe SOOM aligtead «(ii (un cek meres 
Motnt Vernon... 2.7... 6,o0|Oakland 7. Je nuinices oie 200) Harford ine sbi 50 
Noyar Springs.) 00. seas 2 oo|Raymond City......... I 00/Jermyn.....s+0+: fh Ae aaa aes 
8 SON TR AS ASE solRed “Housesc ie. ieee. oy 4g Geta Meadows nt one eens 
Owasqueton is sec. le: 2 .oolpistersville eckweroils ae I 00 Marshall... Ro a 1 83 
Plymotith sucess sees s OHMULCON Vee vs wa paismren ye 2 COMME onetaets. ke, poker ae ae 
Raymond, 203 6. .s2s's 4. 3) fh OO} WAGESEOWN 5 cists telat 4 ae DFOol Da rconscGn eee eee: Bos 
Dil VerOree ke. terete ears asi Wilsonburg .s'ed0ds seo 1) COO! Bowe Cranesc cies I 50 
Sie caer shal aes garnietpetata ; ee § Scranton : 
sa tirl zinpsitie aie s)e!e\eleiels 25 42 ampton Street...... 1 00 
‘Toledo. feck es Ste sasere mie unees OO Provid 
Waterloo : West Wisconsin Conf. eychne gad ne z oe 
First Church......... 4 00 Baraboo den hee series 2 oo| West Pittston...... 5 00 
$50 8 BBATTON!, o's a seninnare aeee 3 00 Wilkesbarre : 
PiCassville. itt. cuse enous 300 Central... ...'..... ceeee 3 50 
Utah Mission. aS eee eoceece woeeeee I 00 § ae, 
Parity eases $3 00] ek nica ooh sista ; . oe 3h3 
Salt Lake City : [Mondovi.........06 ra aha Cu 
Liberty Park..... Bhool tccont ae oh bane Na ; me Wyoming Mission. 
Tooele...... wig at ip a Cr isoldiers’ Grove.'....... T Obl Buflalowsts cai le vats wis $3 00 
$14 oof tate Ane ai erate eeleneeests TI SOMNOCK) SPLINSS er). an: ee penne noo 
Vermont Conference. $19 50 $5 00 
Dan villevene scm sceyvle $o 25|Western Norwegian-Dan- 
Derby awe tatatlecesmlaaes si a ish Conference. Miscellaneous. 
Baste Batkeu aves nore TUSSI 3 : 
Enosburg Falls Enis 5 is Aberdeen iessamevse cee $2 oO PinOP Ast sonnet (for 
fddlesexi ers eben. cies Uittalo) UA ee Ma isarar. 2I 00 
Bids Joh thine MaRS tape aa Nie rte indo Conference. Deincnese Homes: 
i Booth’s Corners) ..5 Vs. $x 63), Boston, .....5.- 05 NAD EGY Io) 
$10 o0,\Cardova........-. -.-.- 2,09}, Chicago... tial. sieve Io OO 
Wirglnia*Conference Centerville............. 3 25] Minneapolis.......... 7 25 
‘ Nava faery City setae BOING WY OF. d/se/afaic ie ojo ROO 
Chesapeake seus seit $7 co/Claymont. onesie. eters GolpiOmaha seca saya 39 00 
Roanoke wt.it...sccee co tes) 3oollh rr Lom ay Lele raiivalsiete 64/Port Society, New York 5 00 
== Macnee sl stench wees. = 50/Scandinavian Zs 
$10 oo Mount Lebanon jst ER a2 OG : Wi iy eee Uae 3 00 
Mount Pleasant........ I oojoeaman’s ssociation, 
Washington Conference. |Mount Vernon......... I 50 New York, (iss/i2..< 20:00 
Alexandria : Onancockterereoceccstn 20k - 
Roberts Chapel..... . $2 00 Princess Anne...,,.++' I 00 $104 75 
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APPORTIONMENT FOR 1897. 


The following is the apportionment for 1897. This is not to be regarded as 
an assessment, for the Tract Society claims no right to assess. It is simply a 
suggestion as to the amount which ought to be raised by each Conference in 
proportion to its means. The apportionment is based on one thirtieth of that 
made by the Missionary Society. On the basis of $1,500,000 for the Missionary 
Society the amount which the Tract Society asks from the Church would be 


very nearly $50,000. 


Wiabamasewre ene. eet ait ey Arlee) si cbl ls 
ATIZON ae VISSIONMe ani dares eiale entree 
PLPANSAS AMA ie ratte aerial ce siete eras 
MCIATI LA proper certo tr etet ce orate cae 


TRIG RAC Sey erate ates ed oles ove alee 
Calif onmia eee seers ae Cree eae 
@alitornial Germain ules. cel: 
GentraleNlahamanqaes sccies cers 
Central German........ ae dap de 
Wentralelilinoisee een meena eel 


CentraltiOhionsasnsene coos oa ae 
Central Pennsylvania............. 
GentraliSwedishiys vv) cea oie se clte 4 
Central Tennessee..........-e.00% 
Chicago German........ Pee ey nee 
GiINcimimatiereciectas sie awe eis 
Soloradoner en caine ae ata 
Columbia River.......... ot Ae sites 
Welawarer cuss aa cae ara eae « 
Des Moines...... ay SS CH = PRINT 
TV GtROLT A oe els arsiel te atiais ise crete 
PASH Gerina ia wd se cee eatehay acne 6 
Masta iiainernins sentenee yea: SRO NERCIEYS 
East Ohio....... A Eider eh se EEA eRe 
HMaSta dl EnNesseee Al tok oileley ce crtave oe 
eriem sen. tel ote ate ences fehorara ciara atenate : 
PMOridas estes DARE Oe SSO REO 
Genesee.......cee008 DIR Se en Rak i 
Georgia....... eeeree Comat Saket st 
CoULEBMSSiOnieertnci ysis cole te laeee ets s 


idaho weer Btale eee Uterine cia taies 
PIMOS yoseeoneeen ate eet as Hehe 
Tridiadiawwn sae perp ice sts Mie aca aA 


Kentucky ..2...- SPs Fe a 
ILOSINCLOU SG? oe yo cciny Hercelaweoelidot s 
PeittlenRROCK Pate econ erne te nae etyle ata 
Louisiana...... uete swt eee we 
IMATE Re ai seere ot een erotavshe cen erd Eiltetates 
Michigan....... aleis Hee Naa ania cide ® 
NEIMNESOLA EN selects enw ecco erate ae 
MiSssissippl 20.55). 25 MEE ey pie 
DEISSOUITD fo. cre sieteatietee eos anles cles 
IMOMtaTI A tects sore sts sleuatteles catetenelevete 
Nebraska ...... wlaks ntatehal sre atete ehelereft: > 
INevaGdaL MISSION .c/scisiae oles SPAR ons 
New England........ weesnie se ace's 
New England Southern........... 
New Hampshire........ aheisiiateere ss 
NewiJGrsey... oe cclisnasases Molal cidia's 
New Mexico English Mission....... 


New Mexico Spanish Mission...... $15 
New York..... sists wtaateherenttaer sc tras 1,790 
Mewsyvork Hast Sacra. oo ae eee 2,080 
New atic Data yur ve a Sere Siete 1,410 
OTC ALOUN A oslo. aus at taal 40 
INOrtia Dakota, v. onc caer ataces tie 125 
North Indiatas ss oe. 2 kv AR Ate 765 
North Montana Mission..... Aiheteuene 15 
Nori Nebraska’. oso ts. cea ee 210 
PTOREE GIG OAS an welatignas oes ete 630 
North Pacific German Mission..... 20 
Northern German....... Oey ENE aNg 100 
Northern Minnesota.............. 345 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 


ANNIVERSARY. 


THE anniversary of the Tract Society was held in St. 
Luke’s Church, Dubuque, Ia., December 3-5. The speakers 
were as follows: Jesse Bowman Young, D.D., Editor of the 
Central Christian Advocate, St. Louis, Mo.; E.S. Lewis, D.D., 
Pastor of Franklin Avenue Church, Cleveland, O.; J. L. 
Hurlbut, D.D., Corresponding Secretary of the Society; J. 
M. Freeman, D.D., Assistant Corresponding Secretary; and 
F. L. Nagler, D.D., German Assistant Secretary. 

On Friday afternoon a Tract Conference was held in the 
Sunday school room of the church. This conference was 
conducted by Dr. Freeman. As has been customary in such 
conferences for a number of years past, the tracts issued by 
the Methodist Book Concern and distributed by the Tract 
Society were exhibited and commented upon. Special atten- 
tion was called to the tract recently published on Zhe Suun- 
day Bicycle, by W. N. Brodbeck, D.D., of the New England 
Conference. This tract has had a large circulation, and is in 
great demand by pastors and others. The conductor 
requested everyone in the conference to feel perfectly free 
to ask questions or to make suggestions upon any subject 
connected with the distribution or use of tracts. 

Dr. YOUNG: Would it not be well for every pastor to have a complete 
series of the tracts issued by the Methodist Book Concern, so that he 
might be able to make his selection intelligently ? 

Dr. FREEMAN : This is certainly very desirable, but it would cost too 
much to send to every pastor as a grant from the Tract Society in view of 
the fact that we have some fifteen thousand pastors in connection with our 
Church. It would be found advantageous to any pastor to buy acomplete 
set from the Book Concern and preserve it for reference. There are pas- 
tors who have done this and who add to their file every new tract. 

Dr. HuURLBUT: While the Tract Society cannot afford to send a full set of 
tracts to every pastor, we can send a small package of the latest tracts on 
application. We are glad to know that a number of our pastors avail 
themselves of this privilege. 


cra: 
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Dr. LEwIs: In the distribution of tracts, instead of obtaining a package 
of tracts treating on various subjects, I have found it advantageous to 
obtain a considerable number of the same tract. I first speak of it to my 
congregation, and then distribute the tracts, thus exciting additional interest, 
as the people talk to one another upon the subject and compare notes. 
I remember one tract in particular, called /’77 Try, showing what a pro- 
fane man accomplished by trying. I call to mind another one, called 
Homing Pigeons, showing that the “homing” instinct is in the soul of 
man, It is a beautiful tract written by Dr. W. V. Kelley, editor of our 
Methodist Review. 

DR. HURLBUT: This is a good suggestion. When Iwasa pastor I often 
tried the other plan of sending for a miscellaneous package, but the result 
was that I sometimes redistributed the same tract. 

Dr. LEWIS: One of the hardest things is to get the right tract and the 
right person ; by getting a number of the same tract you are pretty sure to 
reach somebody. 

DR. HURLBUT: Perhaps some one can mention names of special tracts 
that have done good. We often hear of such in communications to our 
office. Buy Your Own Cherries, Bishop McCabe's Jugersollvzlle, Dr. 
Buckley’s /ugersoll Unmasked are among tracts that have been found 
very serviceable. Others might readily be named. 

Dr. LEwis: Drummond's Fzrst: A Talk with the Boys’ Brigade, is 
one of the most useful tracts I have distributed to boys. 

Dr. HURLBUT: Zhe Sunday Bicycle is one of the best tracts lately 
issued and is in large demand. / 

Dr. LEWIs: Bishop Mallalieu once, in writing to me, inclosed in his 
letter the tract entitled A Pastor to His People. This is an excellent 
tract for every pastor to give to his congregation in person or by letter. 

Dr. YOUNG: It is a good thing to inclose a tract in a letter, just as 
business men sometimes inclose cards. Of course they will not all engage 
the attention of everyone who receives them, but enough will read them 
to pay for the trouble. 

Dr. NAGLER: Our German preachers use tracts freely, and appreciate 
the value of tract work. 

MRS. PETERSON: I am in the habit of writing a birthday letter to every 
member of my Primary Class. In that birthday letter I inclose a little tract 
such as would be appreciated by a child. Many of the children cannot 
themselves read, but they will as a matter of course insist that some one 
shall read it to them. 

Dr. HURLBUT: That statement suggests that a most excellent way to dis- 
tribute tracts is through the Sunday school. I should like to inquire of the con- 
ference what kind of tracts in the judgment of those present are most needed. 

Dr. LEWIS: We need a wise, timely, and fresh tract for probationers. 

DR. YOUNG: Can we not have a tract for young people in reference to 
going to college? Many a young man who is uncertain as to his duty in 
reference to this matter might be induced to go to college were there a 
suitable tract on this subject. 
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Dr. TAYLOR: I think it would be well if articles were published in our 
Church papers on the subject of tract distribution, so that our preachers 
would engage in the work. I have been in Iowa since 1860, and have 
seen the effects of tract distribution by the preachers of various heresies. 
They flood our towns and villages with statements of their pernicious 
doctrines, and lead many astray who read these tracts. We ought 
to have tracts upon the other side of the question to meet this 
emergency. I think it a good plan to select tracts upon some subject on 
which we intend to preach, and then distribute them after the sermon. 

DR. HURLBUT: Permit one remark about tracts in foreign languages, 
Our Church is doing work among from fifteen to twenty nationalities. 
We are trying to supply tracts in as many of the languages thus spoken 
as possible. 

Dr. LEWIs: There should be some arrangement by which our Tract 
Society can obtain from other denominational societies tracts on subjects 
represented in their catalogues, but not in ours. I think this would be a 
good thing. 

The conductor referred to the difficulty of getting the right 
kind of tracts, because it is not an easy task to write this sort 
of literature. Many a good preacher is not a good writer; 
many aman who writes well on other topics does not succeed 
when writing tracts. Tract literature stands by itself. A 
tract differs from a sermon, or an essay, ora lecture, and many 
a man who can write well in connection with this class of 
literature fails in writing a tract. If a tract is to be read, it 
must not be too long. It must be plain spoken, direct in 
style, teaching at once the subject discussed, and treating it 
in amanner which will win the attention of the reader. This 
is no easy task. 

At the close of the conference the tracts exhibited were 
distributed. 

On Sunday morning the pulpits of Dubuque were supplied 
as follows: St. Luke’s, Dr. Young; First Congregational, 
Dr. Hurlbut; Grandview Avenue, Dr. Freeman; Second 
Presbyterian, Dr. Lewis; German Church, Dr. Nagler. 

In the afternoon a platform meeting was held in St. Luke’s 
Church. The first speaker was Dr. Young. He announced 
as his theme, ‘‘ What Are Our Young People Reading ?”’ 

One of the marvels of the age is the modern printing press. It turns 
out millions upon millions of pages every year, and “‘ the cry is, ‘Still they 
come!’” This printed matter varies in character from the low, vulgar, 
nauseating literature which poisons every soul with which it comes in 
contact, to that which is beautiful, wholesome, and heavenly. 


6 ANNUAL REPORT. 





Many illustrations might be given of the worth of the reading habit. 
One of the most touching inscriptions in Westminster Abbey is “O rare 
Ben Jonson.” He toiled as a bricklayer’s apprentice, and between times 
eagerly read all the literature upon which he could lay his hands. This 
well represents the eagerness with which many a workingman has reached 
out after the means of mental improvement. 

It is well to ask about motives. “Why do we read?” is a question 
pertinent to the present discussion. We know why we ought to read. 

First. To get knowledge. 

Second. ‘To inform the mind. 

Third. To get inspiration for our lifework. Books that stimulate as 
well as inform are needed. We must read until we are stirred and moved 
to accomplish something. 

Fourth. To get style. Read great poets and prose writers tolearn the 
mystic art of putting things. 

Fifth. To get recreation. In this way we may obtain relief from the 
pressure of great burdens of business or of sorrow. 

A lady who had been bereft of four children became a recluse in her 
own home, refusing to go out into society or to communicate with her 
friends until so morbid was her condition that she was in danger of laps- 
ing into insanity. A friend requested her to become a member of a Chau- 
tauqua Circle then being organized in the town where she lived. To this 
she reluctantly consented, but as soon asher mind became actively engaged 
in reading and study the pressure which had rested upon her began at once 
to diminish, 

Sixth. Some read for excitement. They seek books which will titillate 
their sensibilities and lacerate their feelings. Some of the daily papers in 
every large city minister to this class. In picturesque and unsavory style 
they relate the latest and lowest scandals, illustrated by coarse cuts. If 
this sort of carrion were manifested to the sense of smell people would 
turn with loathing and disgust from the offices where they are published. 
Such papers become gutters for carrying the most abominable filth. All 
honor to the papers which maintain cleanliness and decency in their 
columns! Much unwholesome fiction is read. In a large Western city 
there is a news agency devoted especially to the sale of literature for boys 
and girls. For a nickel or a dime a child can get an exciting story making 
the reader acquainted with vile ruffians of various types. The titles and 
characteristics of these vile books are not of a nature to improve the mind 
orthe morals. The best of them are silly ; the worst of them are unspeak- 
ably immoral, being concentrated mixtures of nastiness and vice. 

Ina town in Ohio I visited the new jail. I saw a rope and a hangman's 
noose. In the upper corridor were three boys, neither of them nineteen 
years old, under sentence of death for murder. They said they had read 
vile story papers till they could think of nothing but burglaries and murders. 
They started out for adventures, and they said “‘ Here we are.” 

The man who can circulate a good tract or a good paper for young 
people is doing a grand work for the Church. My childhood home was 
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that of a Methodist preacher. My father’s library and the Church papers 
helped to give me a love for wholesome literature which has been of great 
service to me all through my life. 

While reading in the cars one day, a little child came to me and said, 
“ Haven't you a story paper for me?” This is typical of the demand of 
childhood upon the Church. We need the literature for our children 
which will bring them up in the ways of righteousness. Let our young 
people learn to love the literature of our Church, and they will soon givea 
satisfactory answer to the question, ‘What are our young people 
reading ?” 


Dr. Hurlbut was the next speaker: 


We are endeavoring to harness the mighty agency of the printing press 
to the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. The voice is the great power of 
the Gospel; but while the power of the press is not so great, its influence 
is not to be underestimated. Its power is silent, but it perpetuates the 
influence of the speaker and sends his words all over the world. Our Tract 
Society does not issue tracts, but circulates the tracts published by the Metho- 
dist Book Concern. The gateway to the continent is the great city of New 
York, through which come immigrants of all nationalities, of all languages, 
of all religions. In one month in that city the Bible Society distributed 
Bibles in twenty-five different tongues. Our Tract Society tries to meet 
these immigrants with tracts in their own languages. 

Some time ago a German preacher prepared a tract in German giving an 
account of every German Methodist Episcopal church in this country, and 
its location as to street and city. The tract also gave information 
concerning our country, its institutions, its vast extent, the form of its 
government, and other matters of importance for the immigrant to know. 
The expense of this tract was borne by our Tract Society. We aid inthe 
publication of a Spanish paper in New Mexico, as weil as one in French in 
New England, which is now becoming largely populated by French Cana- 
dians. Manyof them remain for a little while, and then return to Canada, 
Coming and going they become Americanized and when they go back they 
go with American ideas. 

Our Society is doing a great work abroad. It sends grants of money to 
foreign countries to pay for the publication of papers in foreign languages. 
Thus the missionary can reach the people with the printed page long 
before he is able to reach them with speech. In Europe, in Asia, in South 
America, in Mexico this work is done. We help to publish papers, hymn 
books, Disciplines, and other various works in these lands. The Tract 
Society does not support preachers, missionaries, or deaconesses, but it con- 
centrates its work upon the printed page. One of our missionaries in 
Peking found a man in the mission yard, who had fainted. Near by was a 
wheelbarrow and an old woman, They found in his clenched hand a leaf 
from the New Testament in Chinese. His home was two hundred and 
fifty miles from this place. There a missionary had distributed New Testa- 
ment leaflets. One of these had got into the hand of thisman. Wishing 
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to know more of the subject of which this treated he put his clothes and 
his old mother into a wheelbarrow and came to Peking to find those who 
had printed the book. They were taken into the mission house and made 
comfortable. Afterward he and his mother were both converted, and he 
became a local preacher. 

In the days of the American Revolution political tracts were issued. 
Common Sense was one of these tracts, written by Thomas Paine, and it 
undoubtedly had a wonderful influence in promoting the Revolution. 

We plead for the Tract Society which sends out millions upon millions 
of leaves for the healing of the nations. 


With this address the anniversary exercises closed. 
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for the Tract Society amounted to $.......... 

Bis PO RS OLS Meded Rae , Pastor. 


f=" Fill out and sign the preceding blank and forward it to the Corre- 
sponding Secretary at New York, or to the committee at Cincinnati, 
Chicago, Boston, Baltimore, Philadelphia, Pittsburg, St. Louis, or San 
Francisco, as may be most convenient. 

No application for a grant can be considered unless it is signed or in- 
dorsed by the pastor. 

If the pastor (either of a mission or of a self-supporting church) be 
merely a “supply,” so that his name does not appear in the General Min- 
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utes, the application cannot be considered unless it has the indorsement of 
the presiding elder. 

By order of the board, pastors of self-supporting churches are entitled 
to tracts for distribution to the value of one half of the last collection 
taken for the Tract Society, provided such collection has been taken within 
a year previous to the date of application. 

Grants are not made on more than one year’s collection at a time. If the 
grant be not asked for within the year it is understood that it is not desired. 

It sometimes happens that a pastor desires a grant of tracts when his. 
predecessor failed to take a collection for the Society. Let the pastor state 
the circumstances of the case on making application, and due considera- 
tion will be given to the request. 


SUGGESTIONS TO PASTORS. 


To prevent confusion and possible annoyance to themselves, we beg pas- 
tors desiring tracts to note the following : 

1, The Book Concern and the Tract Society are two distinct corpora- 
tions, each having its own executive officers and its own rules. 

2. The Agents of the Book Concern publish tracts and sell them, but 
they are not authorized to give them away. When applications come to 
them for grants of tracts they hand them to the officers of the Tract So- 
ciety for consideration. 

3. The Tract Society does not print or publish or sell tracts, but it does. 
make donations of tracts, first buying them of the Book Concern. 

4. When a pastor sends an order to the Book Agents for tracts, and 
makes no reference to any desire for a grant, it is to be supposed that he 
expects these tracts to be charged to his personal account, and that he 
further expects to pay for them. This is the only business-like view to 
take of the matter. Yet it occasionally happens that a pastor, when the 
bill is sent him, objects to paying it on the ground that he has taken a 
tract collection and is entitled to a grant of tracts. The time to speak of 
that was when he sent his order. It would then have regularly come 
before the Tract Society as an application for a grant. There is no 
more reason for the Tract Society paying for the tracts ordered by a pas- 
tor than there is for its paying for the books or periodicals he orders. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 


I give unto the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in- 
corporated by an Act of the Legislature of the State of New York, passed 
ARTI 20, RO7A, the SUT OF ete) UMMM dis, sey it dollars for the purposes of 
said Society, and for which the receipt of the Treasurer thereof shall be 
a sufficient discharge. 


Ja"~ Persons disposed to make bequests to the Society are requested to: 
be careful to adopt the above form, and also to give timely notice to the 
officers of the Society, in order that legacies may not be diverted from 
their intended objects. 
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IV. 
CHARTER. 





AN ACT TO AMEND THE CHARTER OF THE TRACT SOCIETY OF THE 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. PASSED APRIL 20, 1874. 


The People of the State of New York, Ber in Senate and Assem- 
bly, do enact as follows : 


SECTION 1. The Act entitled “An Act to Incorporate the Tract So- 
ciety of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” passed April fifteenth, eighteen 
hundred and fifty-four, and any Act amendatory thereof, or relating to said: 
Society, are hereby respectively amended so as to read as follows : 

SECTION 2. The several persons now composing the said Society, and alk 
other persons who may become associated with them, and their successors, 
are hereby constituted a body corporate and politic, by the name of “ The 
Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,” and by that name they 
and their successors shall and may have perpetual succession, and shall, 
in law, be capable of suing and being sued in any court whatsoever, and 
may have and use a common seal, and may alter the same at pleasure; 
and such Corporation is and shall be capable of purchasing, holding, and 
conveying such real and personal estate as the purposes of the said corpo- 
ration shall require, not exceeding in amount five hundred thousand dol- 
lars; but the annual income of the real estate held by it at any one time 
within the State of New York shall not exceed the sum of seventy-five 
thousand dollars. 

SECTION 3. The object of the said Corporation shall be to diffuse the 
blessings of education, civilization, and Christianity, throughout the United 
States and elsewhere, by the publication and distribution of tracts, cheap 
publications, and books. 

SECTION 4. The management and disposition of the affairs and property 
of the said corporation shall be vested in a Board of Managers, composed 
of thirty-two laymen of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and thirty-two 
traveling ministers of the Methodist Episcopal Church appointed by the 
General Conference of said Church at its quadrennial sessions, and of the 
Bishops of said Church, who shall be ex-officto members of said Board. 
Such Managers as were appointed by said General Conference at its last 
session shall be entitled to act as such, from and after the passage of this. 
Act, until they or others appointed by the ensuing General Conference 
shall assume their duties. Any such Board of Managers may fill any va- 
cancy happening therein until the term shall commence of the managers 
appointed by an ensuing General Conference. Said Board of Managers 
shall have such power as may be necessary for the management and dis- 
position of the affairs and property of the said Corporation, in conformity 
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with the Constitution of said Society, as it now exists, or as it may be 
from time to time amended by the General Conference, and to elect 
the officers of the Society, except as herein otherwise provided; and 
such Board of Managers shall be. subordinate to any directions or 
regulations made, or to be made, by said General Conference. 

SECTION 5. Thirteen members of the said Board of Managers, at any 
meeting thereof, shall be a sufficient number for the transaction of busi- 
ness. The Corresponding Secretaries and the Treasurer of said Society 
shall be elected by the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and shall hold their offices for four years, or until their successors 
are elected; and in case of a vacancy by resignation, death, or otherwise, 
the Bishops of the said Methodist Episcopal Church shall fill any vacancy 
in the office till the ensuing General Conference. And, until otherwise 
provided by the General Conference, said Board of Managers may appoint 
and remove at pleasure the Treasurer of said Corporation. 

SECTION 6. The said Corporation shall be capable of taking, receiving, 
or holding any real or personal estate, by virtue of any devise contained 
in any last will and testament of any person whomsoever ; subject, how- 
ever, to the limitation expressed in the second section of this Act as to the 
aggregate amount of such real estate, and also to the provisions of an Act 
entitled “An Act relating to Wills,” passed April eighteenth, eighteen 
hundred and sixty; and the said Corporation shall be also competent to 
act asa trustee in respect to any devise or bequest pertaining to the ob- 
jects of said Corporation, and devises and bequests of real or personal 
property may be made directly to said Corporation, or in trust for any of 
the purposes comprehended in the general objects of said Society, and such 
trusts may continue for such time as may be necessary to accomplish the 
purposes for which they may be created. 

SECTION 7. The said Corporation shall also possess the general powers 
specified in and by the Third Title of Chapter Eighteen of the First Part 
of the Revised Statutes of the State of New York. 

SECTION 8. This Act shall take effect immediately. 





V. 
CONSTITUTION. 





(Adopted by the General Conference at Cincinnati, May 27, 1880.) 


ARTICLE I. This Association shall be denominated the Tract Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

ART. 2. Its object shall be to diffuse knowledge by the circulation of the 
publications of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the English and other 
languages in our own and foreign countries. 
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ART. 3. Any person paying to this Society at one time $10 shall thereby 
become an honorary member for life ; and the payment of $25 at one time 
shall constitute an honorary director for life. 


ART. 4. Persons constituted honorary life members by the payment of 
$10, not designated for any special object, shall be entitled to receive 
tracts to the value of two dollars each year; or, if they prefer, they may 
receive tracts at any one time to the amount of half the sum paid. 

ART. 5. A public anniversary shall be held each year at such time and 
place as the Board of Managers shall determine... 

ART. 6. The senior Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church shall be 
President of the Society. The remaining Bishops shall be its Vice Presi- 
dents, ranking in the order of seniority. An honorary Vice President may 
be appointed by each Annual Conference. There shall be appointed by 
the General Conference a Treasurer, and a Corresponding Secretary, who 
shall be the editor of the tracts. The other officers of the Society shall 
be a Recording Secretary and two elected Vice Presidents, who shall sev- 
erally be appointed by the Board of Managers at the regular quarterly 
meeting held in June of each year. 

ART. 7. The funds of this Society shall be expended under the direction 
of the Board of Managers in payment of the necessary expenses of the 
institution, and in the promotion of its general objects. In all cases of 
gratuitous aid, books and tracts shall be given instead of money, unless 
the latter is strictly necessary to the accomplishment of a constitutional 
object. 

ART. 8, The Board of Managers shall have power to enact their own 
by-laws; to fill vacancies in the board occurring in the intervals of the 
General Conference ; to remove the Treasurer from office, for cause to 
them sufficient, but only after a fair investigation before a quorum of the 
board with a Bishop in the chair; to provide for the translation and pub- 
lication of tracts ; toemploy colporteurs ; to print and circulate appeals to 
the churches in behalf of the benevolent objects of the Society; to raise 
and disburse funds for those objects, and to establish committees of 
finance and appropriations wherever necessary. 

ART. 9. Each Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
may form a Conference Tract Society auxiliary to this, with power to 
adopt such measures as in the judgment of said Conference are best calcu- 
lated to promote the objects of this association, and to form sub-auxiliaries 
in its several circuits and stations. The presidents of the Conference aux- 
iliaries shall be honorary Vice Presidents of this Society, or where there 
is no auxiliary the Conference may appoint an honorary Vice President. 

ART. 10. When any member of the Board shall have been absent from 
four consecutive regular meetings of the Board without sending an excuse, 
such absence shall be deemed a resignation, and the Board shall have au- 
thority to declare the place vacant, and to fill itas other vacancies are filled. 

ART. 11. This Constitution cannot be altered except by the General 
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
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VI. 
BY-LAWS. 





1. The regular meetings of the Board shall be held quarterly on the sec- 
ond Wednesday of March, June, September, and December. 


II. Special meetings may be called by any two of the officers or any four 
of the managers. 


III. Thirteen members shall constitute a quorum at all meetings of the 
Board. 


IV. At the regular meeting of the Board in June of each year the fol- 
lowing Standing Committees shall be appointed : 

1. An Executive Committee, to consist of the Corresponding Secretary, 
four ministers, and four laymen. It shall be their duty to consider and act 
on all applications that may be made in the intervals of the meetings of the 
Board, and to report their action for the approval of the Board. The Com- 
mittee shall have power to make grants, at their discretion, on all ordinary 
applications, but shall refer to the Board important applications except in 
urgent cases, and action in such cases shall not be valid unless at least 
three members of the Committee are present and concur. 

2. A Committee on Publications, to consist of five members. They 
shall represent this Board in all consultations which may be necessary with 
Book Agents or editors in reference to tract publications. 

3. A Legacy Committee of three members, to whom all questions relat- 
ing to bequests may be referred. They shall from time to time make such 
recommendations to the Board as the interests of the Society in this respect 
may require. 

4. An Auditing Committee of three, who shall audit the reports of the 
Treasurer and all bills presented to the Board. 

5. An Anniversary Committee of five, of whom the Corresponding Sec- 
retary shall be one. They shall make all necessary arrangements for the 
anniversaries of the Society, subject to the approval of the Board. 

6. There shall be appointed at each of the following places a Committee 
of Five, on Finance and Applications for aid : Cincinnati, Chicago, Boston, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburg, St. Louis, San Francisco, Bremen, Ger- 
many ; Lucknow, India, Foo-Chow, China. 

It shall be the duty of each of these Committees on Finance and Appli- 
cations for Aid to make a quarterly report to the Treasurer at New York, 
such report showing the condition of the treasury at the beginning of the 
quarter, also the receipts and grants during the quarter, and the condition 
of the account at the close of the quarter ; to remit with the quarterly re- 
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port the balance on hand, if any, and if the grants of the Committee have 
exceeded the funds on hand make a draft at sight for the amount on the 
Treasurer at New York; to make said quarterly report on or before the 
first Wednesday of March, June, September, and December; to make an 
annual report and forward the same to the Treasurer on or before the third 
Wednesday in January. 


V. Each standing committee shall keep a book of minutes from which 
an account of their proceedings shall be read at each regular meeting of 
the Board. 


VI. The Treasurer shall keep an account of all moneys received or exe 
pended, report the same at each regular meeting, submit his account to 
any auditing committee appointed by the Board, and answer all orders on 
the treasury authorized by the Board. 


VII. Resolutions must be reduced to writing if required by the Secretary 
or any member of the Board. 


VIII. All bills shall be passed by the Board and signed by the Record- 
ing Secretary before they are paid. 


IX. The order of business at the regular meetings of the Board shall be 
as following : 


. Devotional exercises. 

. Calling of roll. 

. Reading the minutes of the preceding meeting. 
Unfinished business. 

. The report of the Corresponding Secretary. 
The Treasurer’s report. 

. Reports of Standing Committees. 

Reports of Special Committees, 

. Miscellaneous business. 

Adjournment. 
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VII. 
OUR WORK DURING THE YEAR. 


| IL—REPORTS FROM THE FIELD. 
REPORT OF THE GERMAN ASSISTANT SECRETARY. 


The Rev. F. L. Nagler, D.D., the German Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Tract Society, presents the following report for 


1897: 

Until within about a year it was the custom to send each German minis- 
ter a certain quantity of tracts with the understanding that he would see 
them distributed among the people, which the great majority of them did 
very conscientiously, but not all. We have given up this plan, and require 
every minister to write for the amount of tracts he is entitled to, according 
to the amount of his collections for the Tract cause. This works very 
well, though it is possible not so many tracts are sent out as formerly ; but 
we are certain that none are wasted. 

We insist upon every pastor taking a collection for this good cause, and 
a glance at the Conference Minutes shows that it is done. 

The tract work was represented by me in my different visitations at 
Conferences, conventions, and institutes held at Los Angeles, San Fran- 
cisco, Cal.; Portland, Ore.; Harrington and Spokane, Wash.; Dallas, Tex.; 
Dubuque, Ia.; St. Louis, Mo.; Columbus, O.; Evansville, Ind.; and other 
places. 

Tract distribution with the Germans is mostly done by the pastors, in 
some places by the Tract Committees elected by the Quarterly Conferences, 
and by the members of the Epworth League. 

The Methodist Book Concern in Cincinnati published in 1897 two quite 
large and readable tracts in German: Hypnot¢sm and tts Dangers (really 
two tracts in one) and Jesus, the Miracle of Hestory. 
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FROM VARIOUS PORTIONS OF THE HOME FIELD. 
THE FRENCH IN NEW ENGLAND. 


The Rev. Thomas A. Dorion continues his labors among 
the increasing numbers of French-Canadian immigrants. - He 
is a member of the New Hampshire Conference, which body 
appoints a committee every year to supervise his work. From 
his home in Manchester, N. H., he writes under date of No- 
vember I1, 1897: 
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During the present year I have published regularly our French 
missionary periodical, Le Foyer Chrétien (The Christian Hearth- 
stone, or Ftrestde), with an average of 600 copies at each issue. There 
were 4 issues of 6 pages each, and 18 issues of 4 pages each, or 
96 pages in all, a total of 57,600 pages to the present time. This 
will be increased to 26 issues, or over 64,000 pages, before the close 
of the year. Each issue has an average of 6,960 words, which give 
to the present time 167,040 words, and at the end of the year will give 
_ 187,920 words. 

During the present year I have also published the following religious 
tracts: Martin Luther (illustrated), 2,000 copies; Calvin and Farel (il- 
lustrated), 2,000 copies; a temperance song with music, A /a /Jeunesse 
Temperante, 1,000 copies; and in English a tract entitled Revzew of 
Father Eltiott’s Lectures, etc., 600 copies; giving a total of 5,600 copies, 
or 87,200 pages in all. 

This literature has been wisely distributed and has reached scores of 
people in their homes, places of business, and workshops whom the preached 
word would never have reached. 

To assure a wise distribution of our periodicals and tracts, copies are 
given to the different Epworth Leagues of the city and others of our 
friends to be given away as much as possible to those French people who 
will read them. At one of our English meetings this fall no less than 500 
copies of our French periodical, tracts, and Catechism were taken 
for distribution among the French people. Copies of our periodical are 
also sent to a few American pastors outside of Manchester to be distributed 
among the French people of their parishes. 

I am more and more convinced that we cannot carry on our missionary 
work among the French in this country without the use of the press, 
Mission fields where this means is not used are progressing very slowly, if 
they progress at all. The new faces that we notice at almost every service 
in Manchester are in almost every instance drawn to our meetings by the 
printed pages. 

I do not wish to boast, but I feel compelled to say again this 
year that our French publications in many cases are preferred by 
missionaries of other denominations to their own, even in France. Nearly 
too copies of the Le Foyer Chrétien go to France, Switzerland, and 
Italy. 

The publication of Le Foyer and of the tracts requires a large amount 
of work, and as I have limited means at my disposal (my list of subscrip- 
tions being very small) my family is compelled to help in this work free of 
charge. Our publication department is certainly not the least impor- 
tant in connection with our work of evangelization among the French 
Canadians. Although help has been given by the Sunday School Union 
and by the Tract Society of our Church, this department has been 
maintained up to this time through personal pecuniary sacrifices and 
also through supplementary work on the part of your missionary and 
his family. 
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THE CHINESE IN CALIFORNIA, 


The Rev. Frederick J. Masters, D.D., is the Superintendent 
of the Chinese Mission of our Church in San Francisco. In 
February last he wrote: 


We are in need of more tracts in Chinese. We have just had a gracious 
outpouring of God’s Spirit in a revival in which over 40 Chinese have 
declared themselves on the Lord’s side. We divided Chinatown up into 
districts and visited every bazaar, store, market, factory, and dwelling 
house, giving out tracts to everybody we met and inviting all to our serv- 
ices. There is no doubt that the Gospel truths contained in those tracts 
did more than anything under the blessed Spirit to bring conviction to the 
hearts of these people. Fora week past these tracts have been seen in 
the hands of the Chinese in the stores and on the cars. Besides, I am 
continually sending these tracts all over the country. Only yesterday I 
sent some to Haverhill, Mass., and to a little Chinese camp in Arizona. 
People who cannot speak Chinese are able to preach the Gospel in Chinese 
by means of these tracts. 


Again under date of October 30 he writes: 


We have this year distributed about 25,000 of your Chinese tracts and 
leaflets among the Chinese on the Pacific coast. Packages have been 
forwarded to such distant places as Montana and Washington. A letter 
from one of our Chinese brethren says that he visited Chinese camps where 
no missionary workers had ever been before, and he was almost mobbed 
in the rush that was made to secure these papers. He found that nine 
out of ten could read, and in passing through the Chinatown street a few 
hours afterward he found them in evidence-—on all sides the tracts were 
being read and talked about. About 15,000 of your tracts have been 
distributed in San Francisco alone. There is an extraordinary interest 
among the Chinese just now in Christianity, and I am sure that this broad- 
cast dissemination of religious tracts is not the least influence that has 
brought about the result. 


Miss Alta I. Morrison, who labored among the Chinese in 
San Francisco under the direction of Dr. Masters, sent the fol- 
lowing report of her work: 


I am so glad that it fell to my lot to distribute 15,000 of your tracts here 
in our Chinatown, and I believe with the help of the Holy Spirit many will 
be converted. I have worked among our own American people, some of the 
work being house-to-house visiting, and I have never been received as cor- 
dially anywhere as among the Chinese. I placed one into the hand of an 
old shoemaker, and on the following day as I passed by I saw him reading it. 

In another place I left one and spoke to the man about being a Chris- 
tian. He thought it was good to be a Christian, and said, “ Me no smoke 
or do anything bad when I am aChristian.” I felt glad to think he knew 
what to do to become a Christian. 
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And on one other day, as I was going into all the places of business 
distributing tracts, one fell into the hand of a Christian Chinaman. He 
called to me, and said, ‘‘I am so glad you are doing this; it is a good work 
and may God bless you in it,” and indeed he has. 


THE SPANISH PRESS IN NEW MEXICo. 


We have received during the year several interesting reports 
from the Rev. Thomas Harwood, Superintendent of the New 
Mexico Spanish Mission. The first of these is dated Albu- 
querque, N. Mex., January 20, 1897: 


The following is a report of the good work we are doing with our press. 
We publish monthly, in Spanish, 4? Abogado Crzstzano, six hundred 
copies. The paper goes out into many Mexican homes in New Mexico 
and Arizona, a few in the Mexican States of Chihuahua and Sonora, all of 
which belong to the New Mexico Spanish Mission, and a few in California. 

In a country and work like this I do not see how we could get along 
without the papers. Almost every little town has some kind of a newspa- 
per either in Spanish or English. The Spanish work is very different from 
the English, especially in the fact that most of the American people are 
established in their views ; but not so with the Mexican people. They are 
in a transition condition, and it is doubly important that we have the 
opportunity of helping give directions to the people; and our paper, we 
think, sends out such information and some strong articles, selected and 
original, on the line of religion, education, morality, and temperance. We 
publish also tracts, some original, others selected, about seventy-five or 
ninety thousand pages a year. 

Taking it altogether we feel encouraged in the press work. I will state, 
however, the work of cultivating a taste for reading is a greater task than 
it ought to be, but when I call to mind how slow that work has been with 
many Americans I take courage. This is a slow work, but like all kinds 
of Christian work it is sure; we are gaining ground and will gain as the 
time passes along. But the expense is heavy for paper, extra work, repairs 
of press, etc. With your help last year and the year before we got along 
very nicely, but with more help we could do very much more. Without the 
aid afforded us last year I fear we might have been compelled to suspend the 
publication of the paper, and that might have caused the publication of 
everything else to close. I do hope you can aid us at once on a part of 
the publication, as we are very sorely pressed for means. 


On the 24th of February he wrote again: 


Since we began to publish tracts we have numbered up to twelve, I 
think, but I cannot now put my hand on them all. One is on a Cal fo the 
Ministry, eighteen pages ; one on Lafizsm, eight pages; My Fzfty Years 
zn the Church, sixteen pages; several on Zemperance, Education ,; one, 
Why am Ia Protestant ? What Shall I do to be Saved? Can I be Saved 
Without Auricular Confesston? etc. Since receiving your grant we have 
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published one eight-page tract on the early history of the New Mexico 
Protestant work by Hon. Blas Chang, and a four-page tract on Thanksgiv- 
ing. Wetranslated the Bishops’ Address to the General Conference. I had 
it in the paper, but the hot weather came on and it seemed difficult to get 
it in tract form. I will have in a week or so a review of Father Thomas 
Sherman’s sermon on the Church (text, ‘“‘The Rock and The Keys,” 
Matt. 16, 16-18), preached at Albuquerque two weeks ago. It will be 
about sixteen pages book size; four pages are already out. I flatter myself 
that it is pretty good in Spanish. I have already preached on the subject 
once in English, and five times in Spanish. I expect to do the same all 
over the Missions. Roman Catholics hear it patiently. 

I feel exceedingly encouraged in our publications in the main. The 
good we are doing like the growing verdure in summer is slow, but we 
know it is sure, but to what extent eternity only can reveal. 

We wish to get out (already commenced) a small hymn book; a hun- 
dred special hymns in Spanish and the same in English with an appropriate 
opening service. The object is to have the children and young people 
more particularly learn our English hymns by heart. Wehave nothing of 
that kind in Spanish-English together. 


On the 2d of July an additional report was sent, from which 
we take the following: 


Since my last report we have added several pages to my tract of twenty- 
four pages on the early history of the Mission, beginning in 1850 and com- 
ing up to 1873. I wish to add four pages more and bring it up to the 
present time, giving the date of the conversion of each of our Mexican 
preachers, place, date of entrance in the Mission, ordination, etc. That 
will be a valuable tract for us in Spanish; it will preserve a kind of 
historic link of special events, etc., and from that we can put it into 
English some day. Also I have twenty pages of the Revzsta—review of 
Thomas Sherman’s sermon, and am preparing an additional four or eight 
pages. Also the tract on the death of the Hon. José Antonio Bacay 
Pino, a local preacher who died last August. His descendants (over a 
hundred of them) I understand are highly pleased with that. We have his 
picture in the tract. He was eighty odd years of age. I also wish to get 
out in Spanish an extra sheet on the importance of the collections and spe- 
cial questions to be asked at our District Conferences. 


SOME SPECIMEN APPLICATIONS FOR GRANTS. 


From the numerous applications received in our office we 
select a few to illustrate the necessity of the work in differ- 
ent parts of our country. 

In the central part of the State of New York a young stu- 
dent who is a local preacher was sent to supply a small place 
about seven miles from his school. He writes thus: 
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The work there is in a most deplorable condition. The community at large 
is in a condition almost equal to that of the heathen, if not worse, while 
the few church members are cold and lifeless. There has been no religious 
- awakening in forty years. You see the need of a genuine revival. I feel 
that if I had a few good tracts which would be suitable for the unsaved, 
_ and also a few for the Christians, I could use them to good advantage. 


From Indian Territory we have the following: 


I find a condition of things that might well puzzle a veteran, which I am 
not. Greed, avarice, and crime, even red-handed assassination among out- 
siders is rampant without even an attempt to cover or gild their wicked- 
ness as in great cities. Strife, envying, contentions, divisions, backbiting, 
brawling, and backsliding indifference are among those few who make a 
profession. This truly isa missionary country. But I am not altogether 
discouraged, for the power of the Spirit is here, and with him all things are 
possible. 


This is from the State of Washington : 


I am needing some tracts very badly for this charge. This is a mining 
town. We have a large population who seem utterly regardless of the 
Lord’s Day. Some taking tracts with pictorial headings I think would be 
of great service. My good wife has undertaken to visit every house once 
every month with tracts, and so endeavor to get the people out to hearthe 
word. The charge is in a deplorable condition, and we have no funds, so 
I am venturing to ask you to assist us gratuitously. 


This also is from Washington: 


The work is new here. We have lumbermen and logging men around 
us. Irreligion, godlessness, Sabbath desecration, whisky drinking, infidel- 
ity, spiritualism, theosophy, and Christian science are all mixed up. We 
need something to meet these antichristian faiths, and some for just 
common sinners. We also need a few on some points of Christian doc- 
trines. 


Our last illustration comes from Oregon: 


This is a town of about four hundred people. I think there are not 
more than twenty-five church people in the town. Our church is the only 
church that has held regular services in this town for the past three years. 
Wehave no church property here at present, but the way seems open fora 
good revival. There are in the neighboring country, counting by voting 
population, about six hundred or seven hundred people, making about one 
thousand people in this precinct. This is only part of the work, I am 
the only minister of any denomination here. Twenty miles north of here is 
another town which is on my work, and has a large population. There is 
a Presbyterian minister stationed there, thus giving only two ministers to 
a scattered population of at least two thousand people. The people are 
mostly wicked and do not attend church service and must be visited at 
their houses. You will see the need of good literature. What I desire to 
know is, What can you do for us? If you can realize a community of as 
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many people as are in this part of the country who are without God, and 
among whom very little religious literature has ever been circulated you 
will then see our need. Send us as large a supply of tracts as you can, 
and I will assure you that they will be used to the best advantage in build- 
ing up Christ’s kingdom. 
NORWAY. 

The Rev. Chr. Larssen wrote from Christiania, November 


23, 1897: 

In August I sent you a letter with thanks from our Annual Conference 
to the Board for the great help you have granted us for spreading religious 
tracts. As I briefly told you in my former letter, we are now at work with 
translating and printing tracts in the Finnish and Lappish languages in order 
tospread them among these uncivilized and ignorant people in the northern 
parts of our land. Up tothe present time very little has been done for 
these people in regard to their salvation. We are sure that the tracts 
we are preparing in their own languages will be a great blessing to them. 

Here in Christiania in all of our churches are appointed Committees on 
Tracts, and our League societies have spread thousands of tracts, and so 
it is done in most of the other places in our land. I think we are not 
so systematic in this work as we ought to be; for instance, as they 
are in England and America. Still we are glad to be able to say that a 
great and blessed work is carried on in all of our churches throughout the 
whole land. 

Under the jubilee of his majesty King Oscar II here in Christiania this 
summer, many of our young brethren and sisters went out spreading thou- 
sands of tracts among the immense crowds filling the streets ; and we trust 
that these seeds will spring up bearing fruit of eternal blessings. 

I have in my mind a plan for a more regular and effective spreading of 
tracts here in our great and populous city. I will try to organize a little 
host of fearless brethren and sisters interested in their fellow-men’s salva- 
tion, divide the city into districts, and so place each of these friends in a 
district where tracts may be distributed. In this way we could with 
greater power spread thousands of good and sound tracts. In order to 
carry out this plan we want money, and we trust withcut doubt that the 
Tract Society will be able and willing to increase the grant to us this year. 


SWEDEN. 
From the Rev. J. M. Erikson, Stockholm, October 16, 
1897: 


We have printed a good many kinds of tracts, which will cost much 
more than is appropriated for this year, and we are still printing more. 
We will then have a good supply of tracts, but still more will be wanted 
in our congregations and Young People’s Unions. Our Conference, there- 
fore, resolved to thank the Tract Society most heartily for what we have 
received and humbly to ask for an appropriation also for 1898. 

The Conference also requested the bishop to appoint a Tract and Bible 
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Agent to travel around all over the country and work for the distribution 
of Bibles and tracts. This was done by the bishop, without any financial 
responsibility for the Conference. 

Also this year we have taken a collection for the Tract Society in all our 
congregations, and the members of the Tract Committees appointed by the 
Quarterly Conferences distribute the tracts, which they buy at very low 
rates, to such persons as they think will derive the greatest benefit from 
reading them. Last year we printed pamphlets especially for the young, 
and during this year we have printed very cheap ones for the older people. 

We have been blessed by the Lord also in this work, and we know that 
our labor is not in vain. There is no lack of literature in Sweden, but 
much of it is of such a kind that it would have been better if it had never 
been published. The new theology from Germany is propagated in many 
places, and we must do all we can to disseminate such papers and tracts 
as advocate the Gospel as taught by Jesus Christ. May the Lord help us! 


DENMARK. 


The Rev. J. J. Christensen writes from Copenhagen, 
November 21, 1897: 


We are thankful to you for the tracts which we have been enabled to 
distribute through the money you sent us. It has greatly helped us in 
bringing the tidings of salvation to the homes and people whom we cannot 
reach from our pulpits. 

We have many different methods of distributing tracts, but one of the 
best is through our Epworth Leagues. Our young people like to do alittle 
for Christ, and when I call them to go out with tracts they are willing to 
distribute them from house to house and on the streets. They go also to 
the hospitals, where they take a little bouquet of flowers in which is found 
one of our good tracts. These flowers are always received with thanks. 
On our tracts we set a stamp which tells the readers where our church is 
to be found and the time of service, and now and then people find their 
way to our church. The tracts and the Lord have brought them up. 
Glory to God! 

Our Tract Committee is also doing a good work with the tracts, and 
from all our societies I often hear good reports from the tract distributers, 
and had we still more tracts we should be able to do still more good in 
this way. 

FINLAND. 


The Rev. N. J. Rosen writes from Helsingfors, November 


9, 1897: 

With great thankfulness for the warm interest which the Board of the 
Tract Society has shown in our work in Finland and St. Petersburg, our 
last Annual Meeting passed a unanimous vote to send you our most heart- 
felt thanks and gratitude. At the same time the brethren ordered me to 
ask the Board for the same amount as last year, $500, for 1898, in order 
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that we may be able to carry on our work in printing and distributing good 
religious literature among the inhabitants of this land. It seems to be 
a special care of Providence that at present a deep feeling is moving 
among the people of Finland, a longing for light, and our Church must do 
its best to satisfy this longing in giving the people light in the way of life 
by putting good literature into their hands. Our Book Committee has 
already determined to print several valuable booklets and tracts if the 
necessary means be received. 

By the grace of God and the aid received from the Tract Society for tract 
work during this and preceding years, this branch of the Gospel work has 
grown more and more and has become a very important factor in the 
evangelization of this country. There has scarcely been a time in the 
history of this people when the need of good literature was so great as 
now. The national revival of literature has also quickened a longing for 
light among the masses. A literature that is hostile to true Christianity is 
trying to use this favorable situation for winning people on its side, and 
therefore it is of still more importance to give the people good literature. 

During this year both our papers have been issued every month with 
3,000 copies, or 27,000 pages. They are printed in both languages of the 
country and are spread among all classes of people, and are esteemed and 
loved everywhere for their good contents. Besides these we have printed 
different kinds of tracts and leaflets, and among these about half of John 
Wesley’s fifty-three sermons, altogether 75,000 copies, or about 1,000,000 
pages. Many testify that they through these messengers of peace have 
been brought from death to life, and receive through them light and guid- 
ance in a life of the imitation of Christ. 

As something especially noticeable I will mention that one of our 
brethren at St. Petersburg has during the year received permission to call 
at several larger hospitals, and he has there distributed tens of thousands 
of evangelical tracts and New Testaments. That same brother, who is 
zealous for the salvation of souls, has also sent out to different parts of the 
great Russia masses of good tracts. It has been affecting to see how eagerly 
these souls sunken in darkness have in that way taken the bread of life. 
If, in the present condition of the Russian empire, we have not been 
allowed as freely as we wanted to speak of Christ, we have yet been able 
to preach him through the printed word. May our friends in America 
not become tired of helping us on in this work. Eternity will show that it 
has borne manifold fruits. 


| GERMANY. 
The Rev. P. G. Junker writes from Frankfurt, October 30, 
1897: 


In behalf of the Annual Conference I extend to you the most cordial 
thanks for the noble appropriation made for this year, and at the same 
time I ask you to renew this appropriation for the next year, if it should 
not be possible to increase it. We earnestly pray for an increased appro- 
priation, chiefly from the following reasons: In the last three years our 
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work was geographically widely extended; in several provinces where 
Methodism had not been before represented, churches were founded, and in 
this new field distributing tracts is a chief medium to sow the good seed 
of the word of God, to awaken a religious interest with many indifferent 
people, and to make known the mission of Methodism to everybody. 
Tracts are going before the preacher, opening doors to the hearts and 
houses of the people, removing prejudices, and preparing the way for his 
ministrations. To these new fields of labor, as Danzig, Kénigsberg,- 
Grandenz, Stettin, Breslau, Dresden, and others, are to be added six cir- 
cuits received by the union with the Wesleyans. These six circuits repre- 
sent large cities, as Magdeberg, Halle, Wien, and others, where the work 
of Methodism is comparatively young. In Wien (Vienna, Austria), where 
we had no religious liberty, just when the union was completed this privi- 
ege was granted to our people, and now we have opened four preaching 
halls in this large city, a stronghold of Roman Catholicism, and all these 
halls are filled every Sunday with hearers listening attentively to the Gospel, 
hitherto unknown to them. Here and in the other new fields we should 
be able to give larger helps, to push the work in every possible way. 
Therefore we ask you for more money, the condition of the treasury per- 
mitting it. 

In the last year there were printed in our Book Concern in Bremen 
440,000 copies of tracts with 2,320,000 pages. Besides these tracts there 
were circulated 26,050 copies of the weekly edition of the Frzedensglocke, 
and 2,393 copies of the monthly edition, or 1,383,316 copies with 5,533,264 
pages; total, including tracts, 7,853,264 pages. The Frzedensg locke 
(Bells of Peace) is a small periodical issued instead of our former 
Monthly Messenger. n many parts of our work there was a demand for 
a small paper that could be distributed as a weekly tract. If a circuit 
takes some hundred copies, the services of these circuits are advertised on 
the last page. So the paper is not only a means of evangelization, but also 
an invitation to our services. The /rzedensglocke was first edited by the 
writer for our work in Germany and Switzerland ; afterward our Swiss 
brethren preferred to have their own /rzedensg locke, and when the writer 
two years ago left Bremen to enter his duties in Martin Mission Institute 
the Rev. P. Grunewald became the editor of the paper. It has done and 
is doing much good. The thoughts of God, moral responsibility, sin, 
grace, holiness of heart and life, Sunday observance, temperance, conver- 
sion, regeneration, and so on, were brought home to the conscience and 
heart of many an indifferent worldly-minded reader. Many were influenced 
by it, and so attended our services. A brother writes from Hamburg that ' 
a servant girl received the other day a number of the paper and read it. 
Impressed by its contents she resolved to attend our church. Many 
hindrances and obstacles were in her way, but she overcame them all: she 
became a regular attendant, was converted, and has led several others to 
the church. 

A Sunday school girl brings every week a copy of the paper to a Jew. 
I do not know if his belief with regard to the Lord Jesus Christ has been 
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materially changed, but I know that he is an attentive reader, that he 
appreciates the contents of the paper, and that last Christmas he made a 
handsome present to the little missionary who brings the paper. 

I have a letter before me written by a poor woman, who asks for some 
tracts. She adds a small amount of money (12 cents), and writes: ‘‘ Four 
years ago the Lord saved me after much labor caused by my own obstinacy. 
For two years I was happy in the Lord and diligent in the King’s service. 
Then I became lazy, lukewarm, put my light under a bushel and kept my 
pound in a napkin. I sought the world’s friendship, but found no rest 
until I returned to the Lord and said, ‘ Take my heart and my purse also, 
and let me be thine own.’ He did it, and now I feel that I must work for 
him, if I will stay with him. Therefore send me some tracts.” 

These are a few instances of the blessings of tract distribution, a blessing 
for them who are engaged in this work and for them who are the objects 
of this mission. 


We havea letter from the South Germany Conference also. 
It is written by the Rev. A. G. Bruns, and is dated Speier, 
September 2, 1897: 


Within the bounds of our Conference for many years a good work has. 
been done in distributing tracts; in the last Conference year nearly 
1,000,000 tracts and 745,800 copies of /rzedensglocke (nearly 3,000,000 
pages) were distributed. The /yzedensglocke has been in existence four 
years, and has a weekly circulation of 14,916. The most of these papers 
are used as tracts. On the last page there are invitations to services at 
the principal places on the circuits. Our people know the influence of 
these papers and are willing to help in spending money and in doing a mis- 
* sionary work in distributing them. 

The collection of the Conference was 184 marks this year for this 
cause, and what the Tract Society has given is used for printing tracts, so 
that they can be sold in a cheap way, 80 pfennig for 1,000 pages, and one 
pfennig for one copy of the Frzedensglocke. Every circuit has a committee 
on tracts, elected by the Quarterly Conference; in some places there are 
tract societies with yearly meetings and feasts for this cause. Many 
prejudices have vanished away and many people are brought to our services; 
we hope many are brought to salvation. Nearly 300 of our members go 
on Sunday to cities and villages from house to house and on the railway to: 
distribute these papers. In one place a preacher and two ladies were 
complained of by a Lutheran pastor and had to come before the judge. 
As the judge has heard that they do a good work for home missions, he 
not only set them free, but a short time after this he asked for the 
Friedensglocke and paid ten pfennig instead of one for the copy every 
week. Another brother gave a tract toa gentleman, who asked him for 
what reason he gave him this paper. He answered, ‘“ Because it teaches 
the truth.” A short time after this, a man who also got a tract told our 
brother that the gentleman who had spoken to him was the judge of the 
city and a Catholic. This gentleman became sick and must die. When 
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the Catholic priest came to give him the sacrament for the dying he sent 
him away. ‘Then he sent for a Protestant pastor, and after this he ordered 
when he should die he should be buried by a Protestant pastor, Our 
brother thought that was the result of the tract. It is without doubt that 
these little papers have a good influence, and eternity will show the fruits 
of this work to the honor and praise of the Lord. Much more should be 
done if we had more means, and we hope the Tract Society will further 
give a good support for this good cause. 


SWITZERLAND. 
From the Rev. H. Kienast, Zurich, November 18, 1897: 


You have done a very good work by having granted to us for this year 
$400 for tracts. Please accept our most sincere thanks for this generous 
support. 

The inclosed statement will show you that most of the tract societies in 
Switzerland have been very active in distributing 3,328,600 pages of tracts 
among the unconverted masses of the people. We are, of course, unable to 
show in figures the great success and rich blessings of the work. Tracts 
were the first impulse for many indifferent sinners to go into the house of 
God and to hear the precious Gospel, or to buy a Bible and to read therein 
the golden truth. During the first week of this month we held revival 
meetings in a large public hall in Zurich, and we were very glad to see 
that some young men distributed many thousands of tracts at the doors 
of said hall, a hopeful seed for the future. There are even children 
who do this work very cheerfully and joyfully as if they were under 
the influence of the Holy Spirit. At several places we held blessed tract 
services. 

Finally we beg you to grant us for the next year, 1898, the same 
support as this year for the future publication of the /7zedensglocke (an 
illustrated up-to-date pamphlet and suitable for the needs of the day, with 
a fortnightly publication of 27,000 copies, which are distributed by the 
tract societies free of charge) and two tracts, namely, Warning to the 
Young and Consolation to the Mourners, which are in preparation. 


DALY 


The Rev. William Burt, D.D., sends us the following from 
Rome, July, 1897: 

No one can estimate the great good that is being done in Italy every 
year through the press, especially in preparing the way of the Lord. And 
we have reason to be proud that the Methodist Episcopal Church has a 
leading part in this work. We began in a very small way only a few years. 
ago. Our paper, L’Evangelista, seven years ago only had about 250 sub- 
scribers ; now we send to subscribers or sell every week about 2,000 copies. 
It is by far the most influential evangelical paper published in the Italian 
language. We have subscribers in Mexico, in Brazil, in the Argentine, in 
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the United States, and in several of the States of Europe. It is quoted in 
German, Spanish, and French. In spite of the fiercest opposition it has 
maintained its position and has steadily gained ground. It goes where our 
ministers cannot go and prepares the way for the opening up of new work. 
I have letters signed by ten, fifteen, twenty heads of families from different 
places where the L’EZvangelista goes, begging that a minister be sent to 
them to instruct them further in the way of life. Some ask, ‘“‘ When will 
the reformation begin in Italy?’’ Others write, ‘Send us in full your 
creed ; we want to know the whole truth.” Dr. Prochet, of the Walden- 
sian Church, some time ago said that if all branches of evangelical work 
could make the progress of the Methodist paper, L’Hvangedzsta, Italy 
would soon be converted. Last year we published besides our papers, 
L’ Evangelista and L’ Aurora, several important tracts and books: Chrzs- 
tzanity and Civilization ; Outlines of the History of the Methodist kpis- 
copal Church ; St. Matthew ; Cructfixion of Peter Palsario ; The Beast of 
the Apocalypse; A Reply; Who ts the Pope? Leaves and Flowers ; Cos- 
mogony of the Brble ; altogether about 3,000,000 pages. Our influence 
is being greatly extended through our publications, and also through 
papers published independently by our ministers. At Milan, for instance, 
our two young ministers conduct a weekly sale of about 8,000 copies. 
Here our minister has another, Wuova Roma (Wew Rome), which has a 
weekly sale of about 3,000 copies. These papers are more polemical than 
we can make our Church papers, and deal with local questions, and hence 
do not interfere with our publications. They both advertise our work and 
our literature, and give our ministers a much wider field of influence. The 
paper in Rome is under the immediate direction of the Epworth League. 
What a great work we could do if we could just flood this country with our 
literature. The writing is all done gratis, and we pay only for the mechan- 
ical work and the material necessary for printing. But after all we can 
do but little because we have so little money. We are heartily thankful for 
the generous help you have afforded us; without your help we could have 
done nothing. We beg of you to do the very best you possibly can for the 
year 1898. Be assured that every dollar will be most carefully spent. 


BULGARIA. 


We have the following from the Rev. Trico Constantine, 
under date of Rustchuk, December 7, 1897: 


The Mission at its last session voted in favor of continuing the Chrzs- 
tzan World and recommended some improvements in it, and very strongly 
expressed its opinion concerning the timely coming out of the paper both 
from the hands of the editor and the printer. I am glad to say that this 
improvement has been realized since the new editor, Brother Pavel Todor- 
off, took the work in hand. The Conference also passed resolutions that 
the Publishing Committee issue some books to meet the demands of our 
youth. We hope to print a few books that will furnish our young people 
wholesome and profitable reading, if your Society will help us in the 
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matter. We have just passed through our press a book of some 288 
pages, the material being mostly extracts from the past numbers of the 
Christzan World, and containing some 140 illustrations. The book is 
entitled Jz Many Countrzes. 


INDIA. 


‘The following from Bishop Thoburn will be read with inter- 
est not only for the bearing it has on tract work in general 
and in connection with India in particular, but also because 
of the remarkable illustration of the usefulness of tract distri- 
bution he gives from his early personal experience. It is 
dated Calcutta, June 12, 1897: 


If any good has come to India or to the Church through the nearly thirty- 
eight years of missionary work which I have been able to render, the 
Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church may legitimately assume 
credit for an important share of the good which has resulted from my 
going. Some forty years ago, if I remember correctly, largely through 
the influence of Dr. Abel Stevens, our Tract Society was putting forth special 
efforts to supply our people with suitable reading matter not only for the 
young, but for Christians of all ages. The late Dr. De Hass had been sent 
out asa special agent, and in going through the churches he not only col- 
lected money, but engaged actively in the work of distributing literature. 
One Sunday afternoon I chanced to attend a service in a small Methodist 
church in Ohio, and was surprised to see Dr. De Hass enter in company 
with the pastor. The congregation was small, but a sermon on the subject 
of Christian literature was preached, a collection taken, and a few books 
exhibited, among which was one entitled Zarly Pzety, by Dr. Olin. I 
purchased the book, and in the course of a week read it carefully through. 
It was a paragraph in that little book which fastened clearly and rooted 
deeply in my heart a conviction that God would have me goto some part of 
the heathen world and spend my lifetime in preaching Christ to those who 
sat indarkness. The clear conviction received from the perusal of that 
little book never left me, and, so far as I can now judge, I may attribute the 
fact of my being in India as a missionary to the agency of that small tract 
publication. 

About twenty-five years ago, when living in the city of Lucknow, I 
became deeply impressed with the importance of preparing a Christian lit- 
erature for the future millions of Christians in this great empire of India. 
Our converts need, and must have, more than merely the Bible and hymn 
book after they become Christians. They must be supplied with knowl- 
edge in the broad sense of that word. They must be supplied with peri- 
odicals of various grades adapted to the intelligence of the widely-diver- 
gent classes of people who are coming into our Church. They must have 
Christian schoolbooks, and this work must not only be accomplished in one 
language, but in each one of the various tongues in which our preachers 
are proclaiming the Gospel and winning converts. At present we are 
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preaching in sixteen different languages, and it is certain that the number 
will increase from time to time until we shall have auditors from every 
nation and tribe and kindred and language of India. 

Twenty-five years ago we had only one mission press under our care. 
For some unaccountable reason most of the Missions in India had been 
diminishing rather than increasing their publishing agencies. Theincrease 
of converts at that time had not been large enough to suggest the neces- 
sity of providing for such an emergency as now exists. It seemed to me 
then that the emergency was not only inevitable, but near at hand, and 
subsequent events have abundantly verified this expectation. We have 
since been providentially led to establish four other mission presses, one in 
Madras, one in Calcutta, one in Singapore, and now, lastiy, one in Bombay. 

As the Missionary Society is not able to render us the help we need for 
issuing our publications, we are constrained to look around us and ask, 
Where else can help be found? Thus far the only answer has come from 
the Tract Society. But you know as well as I do, how inadequate the 
slender income of the Tract Society is in the face of so great an emergency. 
If our call from India is heeded, other similar calls may be expected from 
the four quarters of the globe, and it thus becomes absolutely necessary 
to find some means of increasing the income of the Tract Society, if any 
tangible increase is to be expected in its grants to foreign missions. 

I have studied this subject not a little, and in my frequent visits to the 
United States have examined with some care the position which the Tract 
Society holds among the so-called “ benevolences’”’ of the Church. With 
rare exceptions the amount paid by the churches is a nominal sum. A 
public collection is very seldom made in aid of this work. A more usual 
course is for the pastor and official members to set aside a few dollars to 
be entered in the column of tract collections, or, perhaps more frequently 
still, the pastor himself pays two dollars in order to escape the necessity of 
having a blank opposite the name of his charge in the Conference Minutes. 
It is easy to see at a glance, when looking over the Conference statistics, 
that a very slight effort brought to bear in each Annual Conference to 
induce pastors and official members to allow a collection to be taken, or to 
secure a very slight increase to the ordinary sum allowed by the official 
members, would more than double the income of the Tract Society at a 
stroke. 


From the Rev. Joseph Culshaw, of Calcutta, we have the 
following, dated September 23, 1897: 


The good one can do by the printed page can never be truly estimated ; 
the silent messenger has often been a great blessing. In our district of 
Bengal we have 40,000,000 Bengalis, so that you see the field is an 
exceedingly large one, and there is much scope for the distribution of 
Christian literature. 

The Rev. F. W. Ambury Smith, Wesleyan missionary at Bunnigmy, 
Bengal, writes: “I have had converts at different times who have traced 
their conversion partly to bazaar preaching and partly to the reading of 
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tracts, Among such cases the most remarkable is that of a young 
Mohammedan whom I baptized about two years ago. His name before 
baptism was Syed Mohammed Maoula Habez. He came to me one 
morning and expressed a desire to become a Christian. He said that he 
had heard the Gospel preached by Christian preachers and had read tracts 
and Bible portions with the result that he had lost all faith in Mohammed- 
anism and had become a secret believer in Christianity. I was very 
doubtful about receiving him, as I have often been deceived by such people, 
but his faith seemed so real that after a few weeks I consented. Ever 
since he has been earning his own living and is quite independent of 
mission help. I have never had a convert who has given me more genuine 
pleasure. He has given great satisfaction also to his employers. He has 
proved himself honest and hard-working, and has received a position of 
trust. His family have done all they could to win him back, but without 
avail. He has remained perfectly true to Christ.” 

Dr. McNicol, of the Scotch Free Church Mission, Mohanad, Lower 
Bengal, also writes: “A company of pilgrims journeyed from eastern 
Bengal to Calcutta to bathe in the sacred Ganges. In Calcutta they were 
given some tracts, in which, among other verses of Scripture, Acts iv, 12, 
was quoted—‘ Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.’ 
These words impressed them and roused a desire to know more. They 
returned to their homes—-far off in those days when railways were un- 
known and steamers did not exist. Some time after a missionary came 
to their part of the country, and they heard that he was preaching in Jes- 
sore, fifty-four miles off. So they went to him, and heard more fully of 
Christ, and not long after confessed him as their Saviour and were bap- 
tized. The great-grandson of one of these converts is my informant. 
He is himself a preacher in our Mission.” 

Another story of a similar sort tells of the conversion of U. Ch. Ghose, 
also a preacher with us. A brother of his was converted before him, but 
this, instead of making him more friendly to Christianity, only stirred up 
his fierce anger. Some time after he went on a pilgrimage to the Ganges, 
and on the road, as he was passing a Christian’s house, he stopped for a 
little. This Christian, when parting with him, gave him a tract, and urged 
him to read it. He read, got interested, and sought for further light. 

In the hospital for natives in Calcutta there was a poor man who was 
very sick. Some one gave him atract on Zhe New Birth. The truth 
sank deep into his heart, and he said to a European Christian worker, “I 
see now how necessary it is to be born again.” This gentleman had 
repeated talks with the man, and his experience grew brighter and brighter. 
A little while before his death he asked for baptism, and the Rev. B. J. 
Chew, of our Mission, had the joy of receiving him as a member of Christ’s 
body. He did not live long after his baptism, but when he died he died 
rejoicing in Christ as his risen Saviour and Lord. 

Let us keep on the good work of the dissemination of Christian litera- 
ture among these people. 
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The Rev. A. W. Rudisill, D.D., writes from Mount Road, 
Madras, India, October 26, 1897, as follows: 


If the readers of your Annual Report will lay before them a map of 
India, Burmah, and Malaysia, they will be able to trace the vast field over 
which tracts printed with the money sent by the Tract Society of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church to the Methodist Episcopal Publishing House, 
Madras, India, have been circulated. 

Almost-midway between Madras and Bombay they will find the native 
States called the Nizam’s Dominions. Our Mission was the first to enter 
its capital, the walled city of Hyderabad. From this typical oriental city 
and its vast suburbs as acenter, may be found Sironcha, Vikarabad, Gul- 
barga, Lingsagur, the Wandalli Gold Fields, and numerous other smaller 
places, all of which are distributing points for the tracts printed with the 
money sent by your Society. 

The city of Madras, containing a population of over half a million, and 
the capital of the Madras Presidency, may be taken as another center from 
which your tracts are sent to all parts of the presidency occupied by our 
Mission, and they in turn become distributing points for these leaves which 
are for the healing of the nations. 

Another region of distribution is the Nilgiri Hills, a mountain plateau 
with an average elevation of 6,500 feet, made up of grassy undulations 
which at times break into lofty ridges and rocky eminences, some of which 
are nearly 9,000 feet above the level of the sea, and are covered here and 
there with beautiful woods. Fifty years ago the tribes inhabiting these 
hills had not so much as heard of Christ. Through various agencies 
your tracts in the Tamil and Canarese languages are now being dis- 
tributed among these people, who in rapidly increasing numbers are being 
taught to read. 

The agencies employed by the Madras Publishing House to disseminate 
these tracts are various, among them being the English and vernacular 
churches, temperance unions, presiding elders, evangelists, colporteurs, 
and the missionaries and their assistants of the Woman’s Foreign Mission- 
ary Society. 

To sum up results which grow out of one year's distribution of tracts is 
of course out of the question. Some seeds of truth lie for a considerable 
time before they take root downward and spring upward. A number of 
years ago a Christian gentleman was traveling in the Nizam’s Dominions 
in southern India. He handed a package of tracts to a Canarese mer- 
chant, who gave them to his priest with the request that he would refute 
them. The heathen priest read and reread them, and after seven years, 
finding himself unable to refute the tracts as he had been requested, 
yielded to the truth, was converted and baptized. He afterward united 
with our Church, and was made instrumental in leading many to Christ. 

Eternity alone will reveal how much that Christian traveler did when he 
gave to the Canarese merchant a bundle of tracts, and so we believe it 
will be with these tracts sent out by your Society through the agency of 
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the Methodist Episcopal Publishing House, Madras ; they will, in God’s 
harvesting time, bring forth fruit, some thirty, some sixty, and some a 
hundredfold. 


MALAYSIA. 


The Rev. Frederick H. Morgan, under date of October 11, 
1897, sends a report of tract work in his charge for the year, 
from which it appears that tracts have been distributed in 
Chinese, Tamil, Malay, and English, A hymnal has been 
printed in the Malay language, besides a bimonthly paper, 
and an almanac for 1898; there is also now in the press Zhe 
Probationer’s Hand-Book ; The Philosophy of the Plan of Salva- 
tion, and Sermons on the Lora’s Prayer. Regarding these 
facts he says: 


Even this will fail to give you a full understanding of the vast amount 
of good accomplished by the Tract Society in the distribution of religious 
literature in this field. We have practically no literature save what we 
create for ourselves. Our press is turning out a vast quantity in the ver- 
naculars which is eagerly read by the people. 


CHINA, 


The Rev. N. J. Plumb sent a detailed report from Foo-Chow, 
February 4, 1897, from which we make the following brief 
extract 


The conditions of the work here are such that considerable of the print- 
ing must be in aid of needy churches and people who are very poor and 
unable to pay for a Christian literature, who without such aid would be 
obliged to do without; but we are more and more insisting upon our Chris- 
tians paying as much as they are able for the books and tracts they receive, 
and the receipts for sales during the year have been very encouraging. The 
funds you so kindly grant year by year are most carefully administered by 
us as asacred trust and in just such a way as we believe you would approve 
were you here to look after them. 


The Rev. W. N. Brewster writes from Foo-Chow, China, 
January I1, 1897, with especial reference to the newly organ- 
ized Hinghua Mission Conference: 


The Conference was constituted last May by the General Conference, 
and organized by Bishop Joyce last November. It was formerly a part of 
the Foo-Chow Conference. The necessity for a separate organization arose 
from the fact that the Hinghua dialect is so different from that spoken in 
the Foo-Chow region that the people cannot understand each other unless 
they learn it, much as a German must learn Danish. This necessitates a 
separate literature. We have reduced the colloquial to writing by Roman- 
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izing it. We have published the four gospels and the Acts and Exodus. 
We also have the Szble Picture Book and some smaller tracts.. We have 
other books in manuscript. When Mr. Owen was at Foo-Chow recently 
he purchased a secondhand press, and we have already a font of Roman 
type that belongs to the Foo-Chow Press plant, but which they are willing 
to transfer down here. It is imperative that we have a monthly Church 
paper, and gradually create a colloquial literature. Of course we have the 
classical literature of the Bible and other books. These our preachers and 
educated people can read. But the mass of our people cannot and never 
will be able to read this difficult hieroglyphic literature. It takes one’s 
whole time to learn it, and that for several years. People who must labor 
ten hours a day for their bread (or rice in this case) cannot get any benefit 
from this great classical literature, valuable though it is. We must give 
them a literature in simple phonetic characters, such as they can under- 
stand easily. 

Now about the number of people to be reached. The population of 
Hinghua is marvelously dense. They raise three crops a year off of most 
of the lowlands, yet even their own rice is insufficient, and large quantities 
are imported every year. At least three million people speak this dialect. 
The Ingchung District, which is a part of this Mission Conference, is now 
sparsely settled, but is a large and important district. But still another 
dialect prevails there, so for the present I confine myself to Hinghua itself. 
We have here in this Conference a native membership of 5,600 adult 
members and probationers, of whom about 5,000 are Hinghua-speaking. 
Indeed, the Hinghua Conference is not much smaller than the Foo-Chow, 
being 45 per cent of the whole work. 

The Church is increasing rapidly, and will probably number not less 
than 10,000 adults by the end of this decade, for there were less than 1,000 
six years ago. But these people must be instructed in God’s word, or the 
Church cannot be built up in righteousness. So we appeal to your socie- 
ties to aid us to print a paper and publish a few tracts this year. We 
shall be able to get aid from the Bible Society, I think, to continue pub- 
lications of the Scriptures. The Rev. F. Ohlinger is here now and will 
take direct supervision of the printing. He is an experienced printer, 
having had charge of a large mission press in Korea, so that the work 
will be done carefully and economically. 


The Rev. D. W. Nichols writes from Kiu-Kiang, China, 
November 4, 1897: 


The influence of the Central China Tract Society is constantly growing. 
The demand for religious books and tracts was never so great in China as 
to-day. Heretofore the officials and the literary classes have cared -but 
little for our publications, and more frequently have scorned them, while 
to-day we are constantly receiving orders from these classes as well as from 
the common people for the gospels and religious tracts. 

As I now write I am on my way to the capital of the Kiang Si Province 
with some 50,000 books and tracts to open a depot at that place. The 
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demand in this capital city and section round about it is unsurpassed in 
any part of China; and this increased demand is largely due to the scatter- 
ing of the seeds of truth by your Society in other days. 

I tender to your Society the gratitude of a multitude of hearts that have 
been warmed and made to throb with new life through its influence. May 
God bless you and multiply your friends and supporters! We beseech of 
you, forsake us not in the day dawn of China, for as the light increases the 
demand becomes the greater. 


We have the following from the Rev. F. Brown, Tientsin, 
China, October 5, 1897: 


The North China Conference is much indebted to the Tract Society of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church for its generous appropriation to the 
tract work. Wecoveran immense area by our circuits, every one of which 
is supplied with religious tracts as we are able to secure funds. From the 
capital in the north to the grave of Confucius in the south we preachers 
seldom go out without a supply of the North China Tract Society publica- 
tions, a copy of whose report I will send you. Most of the work of the 
Tract Society is done by your missionaries, hence we know that the lit- 
erature placed in the hands of our people is of good quality. And weare 
only limited in the numbers we send out by the amount of money at our 
disposal. Your grant will be used well and made to go as far as possible. 
As treasurer of this fund for 1897, 1 need but plead with you to increase 
your grant to us, if possible. We havea Tract Committee before whom all 
applications must go for grants of tracts, and no individual missionary can 
draw on this fund without having a good case to place before the com- 
mittee. 


There is an interdenominational Tract Society within the 
bounds of this Mission known by the name of the “ North 
China Tract Society” and referred to above. Most of our 
missionaries are members of this Society, and from its re- 
ports we take the following as an illustration of the tract 
work in China: ? 


If anything were needed to prove the value of Chinese tract literature 
as an agency in evangelizing this land, and building up the Christian 
Church, it has been supplied by this year’s clamor for books. When 
temporarily compelled to be without them, the various missions appreciate 
to the fullest degree what an absolutely essential adjunct of every class of 
work these tracts have proved themselves. Every missionary who travels 
at all in the country, conducts classes for inquirers, manages schools, 
preaches on the streets, in chapels, or from house to house, not only finds 
these tracts indispensable, but is also frequently astonished at seeing the 
number of men who already know something of Christian truth through 
books which they have bought from a colporteur, or received from a friend. 
An old man of seventy-six, an innkeeper at Huai Jou Hsien, was recently 
baptized after having been instructed by a helper. His acquaintance with 
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Christianity dates back over twenty years, when he came across a copy of 
the Zwo Friends, read and reread it, became so convinced of its truth 
that, without further instruction, he destroyed his idols, set up the worship 
of the true God, and sought to keep the Golden Rule. He heard no more 
of the truth until less than two years ago, when he was quite ready to 
receive the fuller message and unite with the Church. How true it is 
that, while the few words of doctrine received from the lips of a preacher 
may be almost or altogether forgotten by the ‘‘ wayside hearer,” the “birds 
of the air’’ do not find it so easy a matter to carry off a book. 


There is no greater power for the allaying of prejudice than this tract 
literature. Predisposed to view the foreign doctrine as necessarily an evil 
system of belief, the Chinaman is invited to examine thoroughly for him- 
self whether or not he is correct in this view. If he is a scholar, he may 
have the truth in full wes, if unlearned, he may have it in the simplest 
mandarin. Made more and more aware by the advent of foreign machin- 
ery and methods that the foreigner is not his inferior in genius, and by 
contact with him that he is more worthy of confidence in the business 
relations, he is also made aware by those carefully prepared books that 
in point of intellectual capacity, literary and argumentative ability, the 
foreigner is not in the least to be despised. A man who came from the 
south to Peking was invited to teach in one of the mission schools. He 
said that he did not believe the doctrine taught. Being urged to teach 
the book without regard to his belief in the doctrine, he accepted the 
position, and taught the book in a formal way. But the more he read of 
it the more he became convinced that he must believe it. It was not long 
before he applied for other books, for systematic instruction, and for admis- 
sion to the Christian Church. 

JAPAN. 

The following came too late for our report for 1896 and is 
therefore inserted here; it is from the Rev. John W. Wad- 
man, Tokio, January 12, 1897: 

We have now much pleasure in submitting our annual statement for 
1896, which we trust will be clear and satisfactory. You will note a steady 
and healthy growth in our work—than which there is none other more 
hopeful department of our work in Japan. We have printed a fine lot of 
tracts and booklets this year, some of which like Dr. Verluck’s Odjection 
to Christtanity Answered, Dr. Northrup’s Bzble as an Educator, Ando’s 
Converston in Hawazz, are passing through the second and third editions. 
This seed-sowing ought to soon produce a harvest of good for the Lord’s 
garner. . 
Accompanying this report is an itemized account of the 
tracts published, from which it appears that during the year 
1896 there were printed 160,000 tracts and books, containing 
in all 3,749,000 pages. 
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We have another letter from the same writer, dated Tokio, 
September 30, 1897: 


During the year now ending our tract work has grown in a most encour- 
aging manner. We have struck from our industrial presses more than one 
third as many more as we printed last year, while our sales and grants 
~ have nearly doubled. It is evident that the missionaries are realizing more 
and more the value of tract distribution as an agency in their work among 
these forty millions of people, most of whom down to the lowest Cooly 
can not only read, but take delight in doing so. On the other hand the 
native workers, pastors, evangelists, Bible women, etc., are gradually 
being educated up to the point of employing this agency in their work for 
God. Some encouraging reports have reached us during the year regard- 
ing the results of tract distribution. 

Rev. K. Miyama writes: “I am obliged to travel a good deal by rail, 
and as I usually go third class, where the cars are always filled with 
weary, listless people, it does me good to scatter among them a few of 
the sweet messages of the Gospel. It frequently happens that by means 
of these tracts a conversation springs up with a few people near me, to 
whom I tell the old story of Jesus and his love. I have no doubt that this 
seed by the wayside often falls into good soil and will bring forth fruit in 
after years.” 

A Bible woman of Kiushiu writes: “ Please send me 200 copies more of 
Mr. Ando’s tract on his conversion in Hawaii. The people are getting so 
now that they frequently ask me for this tract especially. One old woman 
in F was converted a few days ago, and in our prayer circle last even- 
ing spoke of Mr. Ando’s tract as being the cause of her awakening to the 
fact that she was a sinner. Praise God!” 

I could quote from other letters, but my space is limited. I do trust 
that our Christian friends in America who contribute to this blessed work 
will feel assured that for every dollar they are giving to this work they are 
breaking the bread of life to many poor hungry souls. Eternity alone will 
reveal the blessed results. Many who cannot come here to preach the 
Gospel to the Japanese can, however, send the messenger of the cross 
through the printed page, and thus do honor to their Lord and Master. 





KOREA 
From the Rev. H. G. Appenzeller, Seoul, March 6, 1897: 


I send you under a separate cover the first five copies of The Korean , 
Christian Advocate and Sunday School Journal, the first religious paper, 
so far as I know, published in Korea. In 1892 Brother Ohlinger, of our 
Mission, began the Korean Reposztory, a monthly, and the first English 
paper or magazine published in this country. This paper was born out of 
necessity. We need Sunday school lessons. A few years ago we printed 
these on what corresponds to the second and third pages and, following 
the custom of printers here, printed nothing on the reverse Sides It 
occurred to me that it would be a good thing to print on both sides, and, 
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in addition to interesting our Sunday schools, have something in the shape 
of an editorial or contributed article on the first page to attract persons 
while not Christians as yet, but who are not violent opposers of the new 
faith. On the last page we put church news, stories for the children in 
our schools, and anything that may be of interest and make us better. 
The paper is small, but we have a constituency not troubled with plethoric 
purses. Single copies are sold at 20 cash—about half a gold penny—and 
by the month 75 cash, or not quite a cent anda half. This is a modest 
attempt to supply our people with Sunday school lessons for the Sabbath 
and good wholesome reading as well. What we charge will just pay the 
cost of printing without leaving us any margin for “ office expenses,” editors, 
assistants, and so forth. 

The Tract and Sunday School Committee support the work. I proposed 
it to this committee as I suggested it to you in a former letter, and the 
committee fell in heartily and unanimously with the suggestion and selected 
the editor and the agent. Miss Rothweiler, of the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, writes the comments. I have several Koreans who 
promise to help me fill up pages 1 to 4. The superintendent of our boys’ 
Sunday school, a young man whom we educated, and who is now one of 
the two interpreters in the United States Legation here, translates the 
lesson, using the Chinese text. 

If the subscription list warrants we shall increase the paper, and in due 
time we may even expect recognition at the hands of the General Confer- 
ence. 

I have marked the articles in the several numbers I am sending you so 
that you can see what we are doing and propose to do. Unless present 
indications are misleading, we have reason to think the enterprise, while 
not absolutely self-supporting, will be nearly so, but it is desirable to have 
an organization rather than an individual back of it. 

The paper will circulate monthly among our Methodist people, though, 
because of the Sunday school lessons, some of our Presbyterians will prob- 
ably use it. I hope that through this weekly tract (for one can hardly call 
it more) many souls may be brought to God and the truth. 


Under date of September 25 he writes further: 


The Presbyterian Mission had its Annual Meeting a few weeks since, 
and one or more of their missionaries took I00 copies of one of our tracts 
with him, which you can take as a recognition of the substantial worth of - 
our books. The third edition of our Church Hymnal, containing some 80 
hymns, will be out in afew days, and more than half of the edition has 
been ordered in advance. These books we sell at cost of production, de- 
ducting 25 per cent to those who order wholesale. We have an excellent 
little book for probationers written by our superintendent, for which there 
isa constant demand. There is little or no free distribution of books in 
Korea. We find that we can sell them, and we do so. 
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HS PA TISTICS: 
DISTRIBUTION. 


During the year our Society has continued its regular work 
in aiding the foreign missions of our Church in printing reli- 
gious literature for their different fields. The Society has 
made grants to Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Italy, Bulgaria, China, India, Malaysia, 
Japan, Korea, Mexico, and the Argentine Republic. It will 
thus be seen that the scope of our work is wide enough to 
cover the most of the whole world. 

The distribution at home has been faithfully attended to. 
The immigrants coming to our shores have been met with 
tracts; the inmates of hospitals, prisons, and asylums have 
been visited; soldiers at army posts and sailors in the harbor 
have also received tracts; and pastors have been assisted in 
their work by grants of tracts from our Board. The aggre- 
gate amount of the tracts distributed through these different 
instrumentalities in our home field is 8,634,392 pages. The 
number of different churches receiving them is 2,000. A 
detailed report will be found in the list of grants, page 53. 


STATISTICS OF THE “GOOD TIDINGS” FOR 1897. 


The Good Tidings is a paper prepared expressly for the 
colored people of the South, and circulated among them at 
the cost of the Sunday School Union and of the Tract So- 
ciety. In October, 1874, the two Boards resolved to publish 
such a paper and to share the expense equally. In 1875 it 
was issued under the title of Zhe Berean Lesson Tract. It 
was in quarto form consisting of only two pages, on one of 
which was the regular Sunday school lesson, and on the 
other some religious reading such as is usually published in 
the form of tracts. Once a month four of these were sent 
out, one for every Sunday. The little paper circulated gra- 
tuitously all over the South, and met with immediate success, 
being gladly received wherever it went. In 1879 the form 
and the name were both changed. It was issued in octavo 
form of four pages to every number, and under the title of the 
Good Tidings, by which it has been known ever since. The 
following figures will be of interest in connection with its 
circulation during the year: 
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Number of stations and circuits supplied, 960; number of 
schools in the circuits and stations, 2,816; number of schol- 
ars, 126,757; number of scholars able to read, 85,418; weekly 
average of Good Tidings distributed, 39,992; total number 
of copies distributed during the year, 2,079,616; total num- 
ber of pages in these, 8,318,464. Out of the 960 charges 
758 took collections for the Sunday School Union, the total 
amount raised being $932.50—an average of $1.23 for each 
charge. Collections for the Tract Society were taken in 697 
charges, amounting to $706.78—an average of $1.01 for each 
charge. 


SOME FIGURES IN REFERENCE TO THE COLLECTIONS FOR 
PHE | TRAGTESOCIEDY: 


In the following table are shown various interesting items 
in reference to the collections, as indicated by the lines 
at the head of the columns. The collections from the Con- 
ferences are those which were reported at the sessions of the 
Conferences held in 1897. In these reports the statements 
will be found to differ slightly from the figures in the Treas- 
urer’s report. This arises from the fact that the Treasurer 
reports what he has received during the fiscal year of the 
Society, which ends November 30, while the pastors report at 
Conference the collections taken during the Conference year 
which then closes. We select the latter for our table because 
it is at Conference that the number of members is reported, 
and it is from this report that we make out our average in 
reference to the collection. In this table the foreign mis- 
sions are not included, the design being to show what our 
churches in this country are doing. 


COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRACT SOCIETY. 
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COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRACT SOCIETY.—Conttnued. 
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IECIE ATI Senate a avs a si dic'aiecs visits y susiera.k 37 28 15 86 I 5 
INCDEASK AG. ietti ssn gees eee ce rie g2 71 73 64 4 
Wevada Missions 6). fo isa ereiste ae eteit's 10 8 15 43 Fes 
New) PMOGTAtd ss. .).5 0c eee ses ens 380 142 119 Bigot 9 
New England Southern........... 260 106 97 1 28 I I 
DROW O ESAIMPSMILG . 5 6) s'' aie wie ws areas 152 83 67 I OI I I 
ING W) TETSCY cane cia ce poles oe cewerbiers wie 513 180 54 21 EVAvies 
New Mexico English Mission....... a7 9 4 To3r 2 6 
New Mexico Spanish Mission...... II II 20 35 i I 
New York..... SA Ee OL 685) - 168 gI 2 64 I 2 
I 7 





Wema ork Baste cs sobs suahineotae 986, 232 54 345 
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COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRACT SOCIETY.—Continued. 





lec- 


reporting Co 


tions, 


CONFERENCES AND MISSIONS. 


Average Collection 
from each Charge. 





| Total Collection 
reported in 1897. 
No. of Char: 
No. of Charges re- 
porting no Collec- 
tions. 








Newark ...... Sinale shapes Ses <tiee ee! \SIROAT $4 
NorthaGarolina samess tie cence: 
North Dakota...... Se BAS CREE AOE 


North Montana Mission........... 
North Nebraska....... JON OOO ee: 
Northi@hiowwie eee eis brie aeaeae 
North Pacific German Mission..... 
Northern German............ Bee a ake 
Northern Minnesota..........e...- 
Northern New York........... nye 
Northern Swedish Mission......... 
Northwest German......... mae 
Northwestuindianam werner acne 
Northwest Iowa........... arate eleors-s 
North west)Kansasocih choi cess stots c 


Norwegian and Danish............ 
CSO SE Clam ca ttisigte she Sabatel teus fevers evens ts 
Oklahoma... ...... BH SACS a ACE 
ROTOR WO n/tuy ele Bele ote raitinn u peke 
Pniladelpiia ys't.. sss ecelun os aes 
RULES OUT PIN Os Sie Sateen eG eaten sik 
PMVCOMOOUNC Ese es ete soe a euie pan > 
IROCEURIVER S50 wiaicleg mies cere biniee ts 
Saintijonn’s wRiver. cis geek cee cial 6 
Same Wouiss sia tule veces bie 


Savatitvali.t7) Maw swis seen Arndt 
South Carolinas eerie es 
South pKiansaswee. paca ete ees cle 


Mexas Pe. c Vee e ebsites bel pele eas 
TUT OVENS oslo stale se wie aes aioe © 
Upper (lowatiencs ach sme ts cbc 
Upper, Mississippi. sci gies none cis 
UtanouMissionyao... o. aekermcmi cat ent 
Vermont, sea) Buin teers wien 
Virginia (a. eee same eee pian e 
Washington yt iin. demcantt scenes & 
Wiest Germania. cic ceme aie vant pate 
Wrest Nebraska ti, arwin aes seen as 
Weest Texas. iii. gantsmay ae eine vee 
Wiest Vireiniats ou shan wscas whe ce 
NVest VWisconsiti, it tae sea eee 
Western Norwegian-Danish........ 
Western Swedish... sot cee s eeeaies 
Villmingtotii:2:.4-..1: spertea ae ae 
WISCONSIN. cathe enema a ene 
WV OMINE oe ok eae why ci Belen 
Wyoming Missions ©..4/9.).0 oGk sem as 


> 








Average Contribu- 
tion from each 


| Member. 


Cts. Mills. 
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Several facts worthy of note are revealed by this table: 

1. While collections were sent from 8,748 charges, 5,212 
charges sent nothing; that is, more than 5,000 Methodist 
pastors fail to take up any collection for the Tract Society. 

2. In forty Conferences more than half the pastors thus 
failed; in a number of Conferences more than three fourths 
took no collection. 

3. The average collection from each church was $1.43, and 
the average collection per member was less than 7 mills. 

4. The contributing charges averaged $2.03. Had the 
noncontributing churches taken a collection with the same 
average, there would have been added to the treasury nearly 
$11,000. 

These facts are certainly worthy of careful consideration 
by all concerned. 

To assist pastors in presenting the claims of the Tract 
Society we have prepared a leaflet, entitled The Work of the 
Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Pastors 
may obtain gratuitously as many copies of this leaflet as 
they desire to distribute among their people, thus conveying 
needed information concerning the work of the Society. 
The facts briefly recorded there are taken from this Report, 
by reading which pastors may obtain additional facts to pre- 
sent to their people. When our churches learn of the good 
work done they are ready to help. 


IIl.—TRACTS PUBLISHED. 


Though the Tract Society is not engaged in the publishing 
business, its Corresponding Secretary is the official editor of 
the tracts issued by the Methodist Book Concern, and our 
srants of tracts are all drawn from this stock, which comprises 
about twelve hundred different tracts in English, German, 
Swedish, Danish, French, Italian, Spanish, and Bohemian. 
The German tracts are issued at Cincinnati. 

The new tracts issued by the Methodist Book Concern 
during the year 1897 are as follows: 


NO. PAGES. 
s1osmAm tsa Christian?) . By; Revie. PUWatmanes ss/oel ee eal. tale 4 
2196. “It Doth Not Yet Appear.” By Rev. R. H. Howard, D.D.. 8 
2197. The Privilege of Prayer. By Bishop H. W. Warren........ 12 


2198. ‘‘ Please Do Not Anchor Here.” By Rev. H. M. Simpson... 8 
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NO. PAGES. 
2199. Helps to Revival Efforts. By Rev. D. W. C. Huntington, D.D. 
2200. One Sunday Morning in Church. By Rev. H. M. Simpson.. 
2201, How’ THis Eyes Were Opened. By pAlx via ee 
2202.. Unanswered Prayer. By Rev,|H. M. Simpson... 2.20)... 
2203. The Preacher’s Class and What It Did. By Rev. H. M. Simpson 
2204.) Mister earning. 1 iiiBy. RevaH . MU Sinipson sits cn se es ee 
2205... he Cheerful Giver, iby Rov, J, oLnckeman on... 3. eae 
2200.| The Sunday Bicycle. By Wal. Brodbeck Dr. oe 
2IOT.  TLOW CELE ULDIC LE Wines «CN sled ot eeetl: bitale ee mR onn Nae te Mencia Sn aaa 
2206. An Experience Worth: Havinge iia letisas ts ai eetetone 
2200. ‘Not. Transterable i. 5) i) Sinisa arcade lop Me Binet Seng gohan am alee 
2210, Linder sealed (Orders: 3... smn wtb eee ate lacs Vea etna ee 
221: WhatiIsca Christian’? ‘By Revi, W. Congdon’)... cia: 


— 
Nw Co 


— 
mown wo ano Co o Co 


REVISED. 
205i) Lhe’ Methodist piscopaliati ty! oes ateieits bits aus eee Statens 32 


The foregoing were all printed at the Methodist Book 
Concern in New York, where were printed during the year 
882,000:copies of tracts, containing 7,404,000 pages. 

Last year a new catalogue of tracts was issued under the 
title of Church Leaflets. It is of asize sufficiently small to © 
be carried inthe breast pocket, and yet contains the title and 
description of every tract issued by the Book Concern. It 
will be found very convenient by pastors and others who 
wish to obtain or to circulate tracts. It may be had free on 
application to Eaton & Mains, 150 Fifth Avenue, New York 
city, or Curts & Jennings, 220 West Fourth Street, Cincin- 
nati, O. 

GERMAN TRACTS. 


The German tracts are all published by the Book Concern 
in Cincinnati. During the year 1897 two new German tracts 
were issued, Hypnotism and Its Dangers and Fesus, the Mira- 
cle of History. 


ee 
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APPORTIONMENT FOR 1808. 


The following is the apportionment for 1898. This is not to be regarded as 


an assessment, for the Tract Society claims no right to assess. 


It is simply a 


suggestion as to the amount which ought to be raised by each Conference in 


proportion to its means. 


Alabamarreesureiseirauiee ts etre de $40 
ATIZON Al MISSION Meas tote teen ocala e es 25 
ATEANSAS an retmre ye tl elcelnte stalanete ceate 45 
REA CAP chetricle einer ap ity oe at) sin as = 40 
Atlantica Mission am actees nce acter ete 25 
PESTER getotd Ba tt) oa id eter ein sake a te oe 45 
Bali inGr este tes a ares tslonl als aceite eas 1,385 
Black Hills: Mission :.0.'0. 0". - 2 fess 30 
BIMer area ce eine tere lie oases 25 
WaliOrninee ja idcse leridons sees ees 425 
Califorpia German... su. die ec lvls ss 30 
Central-Alabamaywene. sees ieee: 45 
Central, Germans scatdss oo saealas 315 
Gentralblilinoismyegs eee 755 
CGentral’Missouriasees concise. 50 
Gentral New. York (0.0000. os eae 790 
ertral CONIOG ss, « teclas clave Sai yutee § 860 
Central Pennsylvania............. 1,330 
SHITAL OWEGISH: oo y als gale de eas 110 
@Wentral’ Tennessee... f05 6. fs eee 40 
Whicaror Crerman ) o\.) ay cc olu's cue os 105 
MRMIEINNGtH vaso tale Gears sec keiles 1,100 
SON TOONS Cat delle Sg [a ARN ees SPR 290 
SCONMI iar IVEly 05.27 eiare a ciecre na oad 110 
PRAGOCAR AL Uy sin Siel:s alardldviee bcs acals 160 
DICTA WAC aniciaie secede ne otters. 130 
DCSMMOMES TY alle dials dev se cee ee 910 
PVOREOM eels fe svapie'y sresles = a's eis vic se 850 
PEASET CrOR IMATE to aniste ese als 4 Caltidacss 175 
fT ETF sr Ne a a 150 
TEASULCOION witorgrc is eshte oa cle acl Sa oe 1,360 
HAStwMEnnessee sc st tdie sek e es hee 25 
TETIG aw cata cs setae eet ea eartiod 810 
PIOnida eat asad oc oe Sythe: the atoteiens buwerate 40 
Geneshe pe ttcen eles aee ents eciekg aie 940 
(GOCE AL's season ete ods ee Screens boas 25 
CRUE MISSION yon hele erence art 2 5 
FIOISCOM Mee hte tie esis eee acer 165 
TOAD OY oasis novelas defere ss gece ee gates « 35 
RIBDOISS Ss eltan rns ace tae ee tees 1,175 
REIGN A Use ces Cee ie aie ted aacannene 1,226 
TOWae tts cet Sreletaledeta's ehereleiassiee e ates 535 
Wansass! £5. Caters siln come etae thc a 380 
Kentucky. w....%0'< Prahies alegre AS WOE 
Beximeton iiss sctens s Cis here Cele ss Bias 75 
PEI INOCK 2 cheats Saree ate cate eccke 30 
POUISIAN A ea sie kas dies Seovasiels ays ate 105 
LOWSreSlIOTHid ..o cc cone celts ee 100 
MAINE RA e elie be aieleeite Pialeteusiouetens 250 
MICHIGANTAR cis ei cle o's Saflsalete ere eih 865 
Minnesota Si iiss sisee ele wie ssh ele Ao te! \ B2zR 
PASSISSIPDE tes actos oink sho te oteten ein 60 
DRISRONITI RE te Ge anisns tie neta contre 290 
BU CaTAE ANAS Sis ere cs, vis au ova aloe tata ate 60 
PAS OLASRS Wi. sca ps i's) atenmere nected 335 
Nevada MISSION? . ssis) ach yee eee te 40 
New England........ aie ele ReS Sate 1,300 
New England Southern........... 620 
NEW Fampshire. . > «.\.sj0 sneer oe 340 
NEWS ETSOV Ss shea.cse sjco «6 sia feretaltrererevonals 1,135 
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New Mexico English Mission,...... $25 
New Mexico Spanish Mission...... 15 
N Gwar ima erin ce cas cs hoean inl erate 1,790 
Newey prin Fasts.[0'c (cle gscsln gael 2,080 
NG@WaTaeanatiass: s eicicclen cle) sls aia sari 1,410 
Norein @arolina:s Moca velew ates ve wee 40 
NOFA aK Otani es dee soar eae nes 125 
NoOrehndiattia. ssi. sse'ssalelera store yeh) 1765 
North Montana Mission........... 15 
INOrthm Nebraska’. on). silicic acto siete te 210 
NOPERORIIO Sioa s sizle cso Bevarecsve Sainte 630 
North Pacific German Mission..... 20 
Northern German....... satoreisishese eve Ico 
Northern Minnesota .............. 345 
Northern New York. :........3265 600 
Northern Swedish Mission ........ 50 
NorthwestuGermanssc, on eae snes 85 
Northwest Indiana...) 0.4. ¢sic-ie4s 600 
Northwest) Iowa. icc og ce ciciee sce 400 
Northwest Kansas.............. VEE SS 
Northwest Nebraska.............. 25 
Norwegian and Danish............ IIo 
ODIO Maes can Melars sie cigs anialere se 1,180 
Oklahomans. . ce wacecis ene se 65 
OLESOM EN tatacal eee astern eo uiwie ¢ 215 
Philadelpiare et sc setae sets eles cs 2,100 
Pittsbu owen cree occ cle tue sels 1,250 
Pupetqmound st sys. sels. aara sine oe 160 
ROCK URIVER NS oa walk laniares ee gues ole si 1,260 
SaintyJonnisuRiverigecieis werenies 30 
SaintPowisnain. wa rietcwica clatealaete he 450 
Saint Tous) Germans i ick cee le 215 
SAVAR Ae ose lara tte Bel she ialg al aqccoteela ehale 60 
SOU pGaroun ae le ei aise are eaaete 205 
DOULDEINANSAS fete oasis eae de abie cies 330 
Southerm: California: i.) g 66. ass ss 225 
Southerm German ois) 0). 5 oege ea te 50 
SOuUthermelllinOisne esis wel sere esis creel 500 
Southwest) Nansas.i.//0)s.telwia os see 320 
TT ONMESSE@ ee acls aie + isis ie b bctersietattacs's 40 
LexaS'Seete aces Waota siete deere etoia Otets go 
PL TOY eke ia asia tee tec bese ¢ iatae ® as 1,045 
UL) PDOr WA sa) eects args kids wicte\e sale alt 680 
Upper Mississippi................. 65 
Utalic Missions fiah. . Sie cleus Soe 35 
LV ELMO Eerie ale cls sisters staal ole tele sre 230 
Wirgitilan is eis sci so celee tatetetne 55 
IW aSRINGCON Ss oo\. seals cela woes eels 240 
West German............ i avelaite Seat 130 
West Nebraska. 0.50.82 0500 sialel eel MELOO 
Wrest Texas 2. os os ilies cle secseg ees 70 
IVY eSENWIIEO INIA ccc ss le sates! ciaiaiy = 540 
Wrest) Wisconsin: .0/0iis lace cease es 340 
Western Norwegian-Danish....... 15 
WV ESTED WECISIM stra ars acl cte ets ieieierels 45 
Wilmington ys) os. pate uinisitia ys ala'sle 6 790 
IW iSCONSIN Gar aas a cloeeters ates owes 425 
IW YOMING DSi dwae sles case eenesece’s 950 

20 


eeeeeeesosee 


Wyoming Mission .... 
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SUMMARY. 

Balance in Treasury at New York Nov. 30, 1896..... $5,924 65 

Total receipts from Nov. 30, 1896, to Nov. 30, 1897.. 17,984 59 
—— $23,909 24 
Total disbursements from Nov. 30, 1896, to Nov. 30, 1897....... 17,848 83 
Balance in Treasury (in New York) Nov. 30, 1897........ $6,060 41 

DETAILED REPORT. 
RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS, TRANSFERS OF FUNDS. 

Receipts. |Disbursem’ts. ToNewYork.} From N. Y. 


At New York.. .|/$10,643 50/$16,571 47)||Baltimore..... $33 50! $102 50 














At Baltimore... 102 00 171 Oo||Boston....... rice Ue 41 20 
ALIBoston i). sss 820 15 Iowea i butialo. we ool) eae eee 
At Buffalo...... 5 5 ets tat (Hh) ec rea Chicagowinr Glin BOs iam 70 75 
At Chicago, i...) 1,977 35 192476/ Cincinnati...) /:2,123 78, see 
At Cincinhatt, 2:9) 23382) 22 ZEOMAA TICE E seis ie otc) 1.4-t octal Ce 
At Detroiter, S561) ui iisis/e eae Sdn te ee Philadelphia. . 300 36 76 
At Philadelphia. 12 00 45 76/|Pittsburg..... 318 50 1222 
At Pittsburg.... 327 OO 20 72||St. Louis..... 1,374 56 40 64 
At St. Louis....| 1,686 37| Sha 5\iSan. Francisco.) «sts. < 82 00 
At San Francisco 34 OO 116 00 on 
mons aN $6,449 80) $386 07 

Total ait. $17,984 59/$17,848 83 
On hand Nov.30, | 

TBOO Ltn tats Bogs) OS") jy aaa, . | 
On hand Nov.30, 

UBL by AU RB UE TING Wren UOUDU oN 6,060 41 





$23,909 241$23,909 24 














LAG ped ClLeler, SI 











RECEIPTS FROM CONFERENCES. 





‘Alabamaycsacsetatece ti scae ee ce nes Sizteat New? Jersey hco.cs bceceossones Nceihoree ke drey pace, 
KA TIZONAS Res Meaiate el eiave ater re teicks 18 oo | *New Mexico English.............. 17 00 
AYRANSAS oe eee is ad os ale ic 5.6 12 00 | *New Mexico Spanish.............. II 00 
Atlantasicer ke Rerana Gres ses AAMSON IN EWig OL Ks a ebtrsialcie alsin siete ale Duero’ 653 30 
*A tlanticzeneee: SERRE Mesierarete tie 200) NewsYorkibast. aus some seeierce ae 1,014 32 
Austin@reene. Pclhate hnieGictcle sus elie 50 TOV OOH WN EWark- Gan siicsadas om Genome ore . 1,012 Oo 
Baltimoreswecee sss HOC ORIACHL ants C aah Eogtoo)| Noreen Carolina... snes ate cee areas 19 00 
Bengal- Buena esc c asus aan on PN on eee Norehp@ hina py shcaoe so deme oie an ee a 
*Black Hills........0.0+ spadaqEadose goo NorthDakota gone vees sarin is sqcvders ote 53 00 
BinevRidgesn ens: nesses ss jenis oats Sivoo NortheGermanyaniacesiase case canoe : 32 45 
Bombaystac acessories Jor Gooo sas fencen| North indiacwnt., Dicustehetaliaselarsisvaievetare Reh oleae 
PE Ulzaria aacwatrpiie(ss clots oie a aoisiee ste LOvossl Norehaindiana, yince+ sence seaiee ok : 270 00 
Galifornia teres iee un ene mesa oes 221 oo | *North Montana............. Satna IO 00 
California. .Germaniss 64.4030 di00' 00 20100)| North Nebraska: ea) cose cei acer 57 00 
Central) Alabaniase wee een cles: Suscah, NorthpOMonscme ae versio cir lees 252 08 
Central Ghinadires cancers. gat Get cate a tanner *North Pacific German............. II 00 
Centrali Germany gi. nd:cs ee hone Jeo 162 oo)| Northern’ German. occ) eas ee cee 49 00 
Central Illinois. ..... cle (5 eeee ane a 276 oo | Northern Minnesota....,........... 84 10 
Central Missouri....... KA elt Be peat 13 87 | Northern New York............. ete 251 00 
Central/NewiY orkees elo. successes 314 50} *Northern Swedish) ..0 300.5. 0 .c 6 es 14 00 
Centrali Ohignay Ware weeiee etd ae eretts 217,001) NorthwestGerman ). yee 00 o/c han 49 50 
Central Pennsylvania.............-+ 42700 | Northwest India.........../.... sofas seeiaaye 
Central wedishies-s sade easeetoc To2) 50) | Northwestindiana ww cst. vate cls 44 244 25 
Centrall Dennessee so .6040. hess 16001) Northwest) lowa.ie stir elec vse 265 13 
Chicago Gérman j..6. 0266... 0.s000 77 00 | Northwest Kansas.) ly0)) )sios 2 eas 50 co 
CINCIINAth Peta te do tine os eee « 362 32 | Northwest Nebraska..... peta Ache 14 00 
Woloradaeedsns Geleieec este se eles ys TO3t201| NOrwaVaerencmcne eeee sel ns Belair 23 00 
Columbia River...) ..... ot tev aereteers 58 00 Norwegian ‘and Danish Si saeiere clos is 51 75 
PEON On eee ferticysic elitists CARY he and, Siiihay ct tclee Ohler ey OUP ey ARE: hig SU Meee tk AA 228 05 
Dakotas: esc Mee GAC ACHE A 56 oo Olle Mheleheterens sale de pertioretsts kate ee vie 22 20 
CL AWALe pe whet ais eis are & sisi Sols! s aaaustts 5 100) |) Ore gone dean tery: ae sic) aialels sents 53 00 
DSN Mark sie tek coe hctete eatlelee rabies von | Philadelphia. ci... .,¢ eB lot eed Thy et Beart 
IDESEM OI esi) nci.'e nave forte eke aarretoe B16 13 || Pittsburg eels acre wed oe detes aoe es ot 333 00 
Wetroita ra hee tore cess conte eae 277 00 \W PUgEtMSOUN sameeren ieice.c ce Meio : 58 00 
astyGermantae a. cee Aste si sieve 140 00.) RockKPRIVer! . 5 eys ess AOE DERE Scick 542 12 
INAS yIMATI G.Net. siltnes wel geiclies cccee ese 79 00 | Saint John’ a River art (ubious ae 20 45 
Haste Oniowadeactacccc sms aeise ccs sc ASQ 25s OaintMlloulss wa eam eres 158 50 
ast PENNESSEE paisa cii- « <e'ese ois'siels § 00+, Saint souls Germani... 2.0.2.0. 505.5 97 CO 
PERI G P Ts shaceieiavarte sicro.cie scl eiaeiele ¢ diale sce OST SON OAV ALL alee Perera areirnelsvis eis te stevie 5 50 
*Finland and St. Petersburg........ 5 oo | South America..... Aaa eceystats Pe ena 4 32 
ROMs ats wicystesecreis cielo ad eee cist d biel ls To) 12 dW Southmearolina sic. eves BYa cieteiats 58 08 
Foo-Chow, ......0.0: Fs Atal Eee Ur cece South Germany,...........+. Besa 44 16 
GENESEE 2.05.0 Coie oe Se ee ee ee AQS5eOON SOUL AGI ay renee nomi siecle cree eclere Bb Si 
GEargia Anes wee coisa ets creas arc oe cee: TIPAON SOULIPIMAUS AS eiantaeicecioes ae eee einer 146 00 
© Gates erecta ere taate Oo cie aid dreiviane aout 4 co} Southern California, >...../....5.-. 150 00 
cilinghtance aces Seah hAactie! Lae reAGiet SoutherniGermania. ss as oe eye se Aree 31 00 
oistonssas setae Nate ect eaeines ZLETS SOUTH eCMMUINOIS. Meson enc sells nee 243 00 
Edahos cece ANE ASA REIT OAS Cas Pac aL LINOO | SOUCIWestiansasosas cece ccictone: 127 00 
Bllinowss eae a Ae Settee ce Seek eats ’ 309) OS) | LO Wedeneumas se necies oe ac cce ee cee 46 10 
Indianacs sce ania soe eee ote 247 oo | Switzerland.......... Seats See 9) Rh 65 80 
NOW earls jciee ctorasionses ae Ae TGG//SO) |i L CN NESSce umes sa aciny Aste hsvcistelsle let ntchs II 45 
Malye) secs sessile erential See etnies Meee piaveiers TT exass Sates). cles mis Rahat eater mtea a eed 9 93 
MPADATL EY toe icie te clams SONBAOOU OU ere TILOM NUL YOY Vanes area relia siocion serial neiiens 431 00 
KANSAS sere chetelse ole arieeiee sales L4270G\ |), U PperwmlOwarenc deen eictsiiers elecikertscle 401 40 
Reentuck vise i, .toe sas ciacie asic sels Abie 37 oo | Upper BiretesiDPls Patadewe Wense ate II 25 
FICGKEAN are | se OOO nee Resin oh ene Sault Utabeemneven : Sec aaa eee 5 00 
Lexington cua ieltcderer sha atecesetess areca sie LU OOM GV CLMON Create eee se sk eels wees I3I 00 
Tiberia tr. ccm Bais Ma sie ie eB tessuyieisiatere ioe sunCN INA Arar nals a sles a tealeatacuiea vie « 16 00 
Tenteler ROCK Meret case eteeeplannaatniet Goo: Washington ay case satane icles neta: 86 oo 
TZOUISIATIA Ske cceeei ek eats casts ee 82 13 | *West China..... Ge ae wen eels sters susie 
ower @alitornias. an -mecc is eis ANI boxreee West Germany i vaeinnce sun. sieve creates 63 00 
Maine el niailsse)o sec shee eon ee T2015) |) West Nebraskaw, anes use eee Hote 36 00 
ZENL ALA VSIA ast C ceil sccccle cis owes a ron en mn tetetaaee West bexasii auc s/aioleisras ae 38 50 
Mexico sina vacate des acco ca slatiae Se UP Re kas, WestiVirginiatirsece ss teste eesti ere 177 00 
Michiganiaee cc ncch outa cede sie telosers 348 3: | West Wisconsin............- ore see 153 00 
IMA TIneSOt ale teicice Aeros sce latcus tee ciorerete 120 50| Western Norwegian-Danish......... fore) 
Mississippi. . DineNerectstie Sratcte eetetes ore Jahan tte 16 19 | Western Swedish. ............. erate -18 00 
BVRISSOUT IGS o sale isle «isis 'eie wie! oat reltts ale 113 00} Wilmington............ 5) Sah 337 00 
Vion barat el oe eta tots ates cts: stove ticrsieie eleven ae 38) OOH 1| WISCONSIN hyea tive Meteor de olds etd terete ate 196 10 
PEN AVAJOLENGIAN : eelceisa/sisie'sis sioeels Leer sees tte WYOMING Ns dot sis socal acne tv ko tems 436 00. 
PN GDTASKA setters a. oe sielev<1s siete to) at eatelete 86 00 | * Wyoming. che HBetah a eRe a8 A oo 
MING ViaCLauerenn mc cieters ofecnipis c.erelersisietetocers to oo | Sundries........ RGus Seer eanuy oes 4 II 20 
INewa ting lanidjadassct es o/s sisi eieieeistr BOG) OCONMUCZACIES etna tetsseires sessile wc tiee AN 75 00. 
New England Southern... wee WA ove heres 253 56 —_—__—_—_ 
New Hampshire,...........+5. cee TATLOOMED L Otalartevarers Banaue aie al staystsietersimferacene ops $17,984 50 
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ANALYSIS OF DISBURSEMENTS. 





GRANTS MADE BY THE BOARD OF MANAGERS. 





IN OLWAY! are see Conte eeu $200 00 | India: Lucknow... ..$800 

SIV EGE Ure te fla a yi ae 200/00)! Bombay ein... sa 300 
Denmark jy Woe ses a eee 225 OO Madras: ta. sane. 500 $2,100 00 

Finland and St. Petersburg... 500 00} Calcutta.......... 500 
Germany: Malaysia cries. Lbs «a ulsicmteete 300 00 
North Germany.....$250 ) OND JAPAN eres olat ss a aelaty 1,000 00 
South Germany..... 250f 9 Rokea haces ee. Wh cera 200 00 

Switzerland seins alls 400 00| South America: 
Tia yee Rita alaneclle SQM Abu no T0000} OG!) Direnos tA Vresiinn si cones goo 00 
Bulgaria ew peas ewan neice BOG TOON MEXICO. esl cwetee cists a oa cee 1,100 00 
China: Foo-Chow....$450 Spanish paperin New Mexico 200 00 
Eis ae ks tea h AA Para 150 Per rench paper in New Engl’nd = 200 00 
Kiu-Kiang......... TOON i cas —————— 
PEINONUA Oe eet cui 200 $10,225 00 
GRANTS MADE BY COMMITTEES. 
By Executive Committee... $1,706 08 Philadelphia® va. niaaes $45 76 
By Local Committee : Pittsburg.cuee swe cee. 20 72 
Hallimore ss. yM ve werk 17I OO SE ULUOWIS tie aa cians fete aes 352 45 
BIQSCOM Eis widsateeroeie la ete 130 24 San HrancisGos arene 116 00 
CUncinnath owen ieee 258 44 we 
CHICAGO’. Suir ieee wie ele une 182 75 $2,983 44 
*Goop TIDINGS.” 
Paper, printing, ete, ao: $1,558 06] Editorial work............ $50 oo 
POSKAS ES). c iors tele! s w/oa enharens 114 61 a 
Mane Sal arcu ism neeunien 50 00 $1,772 67 
MISCELLANEOUS, 

Salaries of Secretaries). 0.5... aukinieel so «0 85 Brac G wut $2,125 00 

Draveling expenses of) Secretaries ymees)si..'o wale cna eeis ni 193 64 

Incidentals—postage, printing, reports, stationery, etc... 549 08 
— $2,867 72 
Total disbursements vt MMe ol Su) oat pe aki u gs $17,848 83 


Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE P, MAINS, 7¥easurer. 


AUDITING COMMITTEE’S REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, a committee appointed to audit the accounts of the 
Treasurer of the Tract Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, do report 
that we have examined the same and find them correct. We also find the 
proper vouchers for all the payments. 


J. O. FOWLER, 


L. SHANLEY DavIs, | Auditing Committee. 


LRACLRDOCLA TY: 


oo 


GRANTS OF TRACTS MADE: 





Grants of tracts to the value of the sums mentioned below were made 
during the year, as follows: 






































Alabama Conference.  |Baltimore: Wrest) Polite yueiiecnteutn $3 00 

4 Madison Avenue..... ParooWWalliamsweiere eerie eae 2 00 
DURMISEON SS ofr sie vette Hse ¢ $1 00} Montford Avenue.... BOON W GOGLaniclay ween duienuee 1 00 
Marl, .... sagt esses 3 °9/ Mount Vernon Place.. 7 50 aaa 
Murphree’s Valley...... 200) New York Avenue.... 3 50 $70 50 

~| Seaman’s W. Bethel.. 4 00 
$6 00} South Baltimore...... 17 00 i 
Union Square | ene 3 50 California German Conf. 
Govanstowmern. .ecene: 

Arkansas Conference. Hempeend Mal. ka 5 a Arlington Place sess $3 00 
LATIF OAL ented eset «ok $2. 30) Harford suey. sh eee 4 50 pad de Cees pede oc poe) 
PROCTOR oe lots aes 3 slate 2 oo/Havre de Grace........ I 25 G PSES? 
Iemesellvillessmacsiec oe cc 2 oo|/Hunt’s Circuit.......... 4 00 Wesle PARC Giclearae acre E hand 
Stuttgart... {), Rodi aiatere 50|New Windsor.......... 5 Oly, a Bl see cael e tin Sete 

- Patapsceo! yen. sae 3 00 Pos ngeles Circuit moc 
$6 80|Washington : San Dice eee r cece ecccee 5 00 
Douglas Memorial.... 6 50 San Pi tee sia, gee eit 2) 50 

Hamline ik 22. eee Broo Francisco : 

Atlanta Conference. Metropolitan... 0m 5 ool . orem Street eee: I 50 
Gainesville........ JI Shi SO Wee Capitol........ # SOV Tia\ Tuana iy le seta ; ie 
PITAL ve tao eels tects MOOI eee icici) anna 5 5° 
Lawrenceville.......... 2 00 West Falls FORA OGRE Bap ¢ BOO $25 00 
Wavonda sate tee tas setses 2 00 ee ie 
Mount Grove........... 3 00 $roxr 25 
SouthvA tlantas <chae fee 3 60 Central Alabama Conf 
Suwanee..... aielavey oe levarehe 200; Blue Ridge Conference. 

Hamesville: sa unaeeeeaiian $2 00 

Prewro Mais yun iaowtacens seen Sa SOMcenton. oy sun all aale 2 50 
CoasStonias joo «soa 3 0o|Mobile: 

Marrone ities. « isi slaseae 200| Warren Street....... 2 00 

Austin Conference. = \Wapokonetay ii cadee I 50 

6 = 
Wyenton ecdareinte eres $4 05 $6 50 $8 00 
Galveston Soman escres 3 00 b i 
Mtoe Sei Peters erection ote 1 oo| California Conference. 
SanwAntonionyan arse. 5 00 Central German Conf. 
i» Crescent) Citys oar $3 00! 
$13 05 Guernyillel an.) aaces FOO ARON. ie auastasetcune $x 00 
iMiddletowmerme. «cesses 3 oo /Allegheny.............: 2 50 
Modestosnawmenten sence % 50\Canal' Dover... . sus.) 25, 50 
Baltimore Conference. |Oakdale................ 2 oo Cincinnati: 
akland Missionkawe sas iaieae 2 00 
Annapolis: Chesterotreet sci tr oo} Mount Auburn.,..... 3) 50 

First Church ..,........ $9 co|Pacific Grovent. . 2. 2) 3 00/Columbus: 

Baltimore: Pleasantommeenen| scsi Zool Hirst. © hurehin aie 3 50 

PA DPOLHS Narreies eae 5 oo! Pokegama rele Sees nicks 3 00|Detroit : 

Baldwin Memorial... 2 50|Red Bluff.............. Hisolt | A hird Church.) 20% 2 50 

Bethan yneeass vaste. ROO} eC wiOOds neva” trier 3 oo/Indianapolis ; 

Broad wayiieteins 2s sets BOO) ROCKIIna ee Meume «Vain 3.00! Nippert Memorial.... 1 00 

Bennetti Memorial...) ) 5 oofSalinas. 7... ich. .'s «23 3 0o|Jeffersonville........... E25 

Caroline Street....... to’oo|San Francisco: Louisville: 

Citys Mission! aa asi 18 oo| California Street...... 3 00] Breckenridge Street.. 2 00 

Columbia Avenue:... 5 ool) Epworthiiigs. .. 2) ces 2 Sol Madisoneea ans. vaca oe 50 

Deaconess Home..... to oo| Howard Street........ 5 o0|Muskegons.) 3.00 .)0)2).32.). I 00 

BSIottyGitygestesis: cers 1 00} Japanese Mission......° 5 oo|Pittsburg... 0. ....0.5. SI eOO 

Hayettenstreet.2-204.. 5 oo] Seaman’s Work...... 3 00) Toledo: 

Franklin Street...... wume2nsolsantleandromenr,.. shuns PURO Masti oide.. inte hc eis tae nL DSO 

Fort Avenue......... 2 09} Vallejo he Le otaetekete:« o'olerat ats 2 50 — = 

ip hland acne tess Bi SONVW atsonville nmrts. «cis 8 00 $24 75 
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Central I REPORT, 
E] Pas llinois C OF 
ay area onf. THE 
Flanagan ........+4. Ae 
Rpt HT hace Se eins $2 oe oe 
ro PY ghee cs Behe ole fe) e eee? see 
Prhaswaln cue es Tr 00 Blawome on A mol Breck 
Sas GIP ee ie oo|C enri 
a I oo i 2 00 Cheyenne Mh ae 
olorad ~ Mill esos 
Cen $5 Chica $13 5 Binlerd City Press ot it $2 oo 
nN tral Mis 5° Al "azo Germ ~ Berkl MGR Fa } ; 2 50 
tarshall souri Conf (eas . an Conf. Christ Ch “te a 
sa teeees A gton Heights. ; issi ae Ee 
ona : 3 Rie 4: Heights ete $o ee ion Work sab icw ane 2 00 
ae © 5°/Chat Faas seeeeeeeecee : Pees ot 50 
ae ew York € Champaign ccc 2 Beenie ihe oe 
Clyde. Springs....... an Ashland Ae a : pees 2 00 
eS | sie Be Steen tS 
Relig. ea bute Centenal ee 2 50 ark Mo te os 
in wee entennial, «+.....+, rere) 3 I 
Forkswville EL St ‘ panne Street ee eeeees 1751 © Raves 
Se aer a so] Clyb ee ee a 2 50 olumbi $39 56 
1rst C eeeeee 5 co Eb in Points... 4. 22 Ch bia Ri 5 
Jord hur. enez Ave ones 5 ene ive 
pecpeely, ch... oy Immanuel. iW es Latah. r Conf 
Mi vard ceeerenees ate la ete ce 2 50 on Fy a we e 
Renee ee : si oe Street ar Ie 200 pubes f 4 See ete a $3 20 
Perr Syracu PCO 3 00 Bored i et 2 25 Patapa egg 50 
ta hoctal Set eee ros Robey S ie hen 2 50 Pendiet ey Date 3 00 
Sin eateles ry ead Went treet else 2 25 Prosse Citys ees eens: I 25 
S mit Stati Dis) intaes 50 WwW Wart Genie 2 50) ROMs eeeeeeeeees 2 
yra tat eee rie CG est F Ave aie pokan ‘Gace Abe oo 
Afaceri : ioe Ye 2 3 cae ullerton Hi : ast First Cl eet ‘ alba 
U rman S tees OT 50| Danvill Serie Vern 2 50 The hurch » 200 
ni t 00 Elgi € oo 2 Wai Dall . 
versity A sence Fi vl 2 va aitsbur ES... ; Pie ea 
venue... Sea ae ee PAPAS 5 spe 
Shane oe fh ., R 25 Rat 
wok" TS lo} r i” Ne x 
ee ankfort,ss-see+ vee, nee cise 
Cen $46 35 Hammond... Bee 200 D $2 
Brya tral Ohio C oy Sone Be sees h : d fj . I on beatae: Conf oo 
Premoni. a before aye eanak oT Ne 
ap eon ats ichi ecccrc fal meee Fapacarne 22" 
A tit vieveteetasees $1 20 Mahe en Le fe NS: 2 00 Delawa . $x 00 
ania: ree 4 50 First Chr A 2 00 Barcla re Confe 
Toled Ort cence eset tase Imma yhurch Piredaes Benin BORO GE rence. 
Mi oO Oct SON elon Pe Wie is Cenrieni thay ar ae 
1ssion Av I Oak es 2 Del weascnteetiess $2 oo 
SRE SA eutakthe os one eri aware City ane ve 2 
teeeeees sia Parks sevescssceee, nen ae ity. eee a 
a Sandwich. ....... ata ee BSREY caso ase cans a 3 Poe 
$0 ray ich. es seseeseess abe Meine eS 
Central Pp 27/Sun a: Point ee Bors oe ages 
gy enn. Conf. aimelae cls. 2 oc Des M $1 
i : ie ee 2 : oi I 
rai Aver Bed a Gilbert ines Conf 3 
B rth . ahh (nA Ae ee Drain CANT hs ere 
Be cat eum mae ih ly ei nee. 
sees ci pds A aha (egies 
Sanit Beene 2 56)Cinci innati C | ee $1 00 
arrisburg : RE I 00 ire 3 onferenc Pohl 
ten irteenth S see 1 75 C fae Ee De 
Teh ngton treet Me umbia hale! ss © a Al troit Cc $x 5° 
M ae REE AN EES oo sees x Pp umbia see cess $7 igs onfere 
Rape ARS EN hee, » 5° earl S uburn sereece 5° B pena aiea nce, 
spat as H As tok 5 Re “Ge Price nad Bate 3 00 ny City Al Ger a iain aise tee $ 
oaring ticki an 3 5° Py ara a OR 5 pole ee a, se eeeees © 50 
Su bere Spri on. 5 oo\Del ¢ Hill... eee tat mont A a) 
punbur een ia | Velta.. | eS 50| Bay Mil ven 5° 
hr Peau I oo Deltas. esreeeses I 00 Cal ls. ue 
T Bary i . I nerevill | anee el ahs: 
be Fcc Gee 1S Gh ¥ 
one. EN soles OL), ee oo| Reerfi urch 75 
ee sae I 50 Mulberry i. eS : oo Detrat: Va i cranehayet isis i 
or eseeese fulberry eevee GOlany: een orsses i 50 
AeA eS eile Till eevee : E)rtine: Church. soe 
= 00 pringfi eebon. 1. cai 50 Cou a totais 
¢ eld: n.. aia esb rt St » 4 
Cent $39 75 feces ste ero Bee Sion 
ral Ten Wie mipeGua | cl) ee irst Chu cove aT. 
Bloomi nessee C SMpSOM cae e ass 5 O nden.. rch... 5° 
Dickens ». onf. Ee I re outed CR Sager sais 
commer ec. Me SS0vcsvereeee eee iO 
enue eee: 4 $3 Ly 50 leant es eeccee 2 00 
Spruc epee Hine, 00 Tiga Renee Bas aoe Te2 
a Serent 3,00 Colorad ee, pete caer a nee 
a Wane 
A tas Alamo Oo Confe elie 00 
Argo SOs: rence East eee 
cre eae Mahe dyer G & Germ $23 2s 
onto 4 steer $6 mst an Co 5 
area 25|Balti erdam nfere 
22 tim am ale nce 
Co) ; 4 
5! Bro oe sielerever 
adway a $x 50 
ete es 
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Brooklyn : 
Gates Avenue,...... ss 


Wyckoff Street....... 

Wates Places nec. M 
Buffalo: 

Mortimer Street...... 

Northampton Street.. 
Jerseys Cityeer Wares 
Jersey City Heights.... 
Lawrence. 


wee eee ee eee 


New sHavens cnn na ss ‘ 
New Rochelle........ Sk 
New York: 
Blinn Memorial..... 4 
Fortieth Street....... 


Fourteenth Street.... 
PALELSOM ee eco an 
Philadelphia : 

Girard Avenue....... 
Poughkeepsie.......... 
Schenectady eipneeas 
mea: Cliftac ease enme a se 
DS VTACUSE Merle witlacee ines 


Wakefield eeracnimeneit: 


East Maine Conference. 


Alexander............ af 
PATEOWSICH tears catereiele ellsle 
BRALGHINOVE fe. sae ictare sie ke 


Boothbay Harbor...... 
Bristol We nena 
Bucksport : 

Franklin Street....... 
Camden 
Eastport 


Edmunds 
Horesty Citycuk wen sietaes 
Fort Fairfield 
Howland 


Ce 
see eer eene 


a eo 
ee er ay 


i ey 


Mapletomiasces seen a tsiste 
Mattawamkeag......... 
Manticellow.ceeesncedce 


Swans pisiandenseee ene 
Watervilleyc chiens 
West Southport........ 
West Woolwich........ 


East Ohio Conference. 


Akron: 

Main Street..... 
Bridgeportiagis sitet. 
Byersville 
Cleveland: 

BroadWayerwcs sacs: 

Wilson Avenue....... 


esses 


FTN tsburge’, akiaces csiauiere 
McConnellsville........ 
Martin’s Ferry). 2... ./:. 
Mechanicsville......... 


set eer ee eer® 












































W ells walle tiie. eayetnt $2 50 Illinois Conference. 
$3 oo|Windham,............. TS Barry iv avneuaes oh ae $1 50 
3 00 ip Bruel uciniueoceie sya! ciate MN MOHD 
is) $34 67|Carlinville ............. 2 30 
TOS ite PERE AH eset eiray aris ele T/75 
INCON ES ieawey, Shale fs 00 
Bes: pore Beeness eon Bastiley nner : 15 
2°25 Bristol.. seein... Moet - $2 oo!Hoopeston............. 1 80 
5 00/Knoxville.......... s+++ 3 00] Jacksonville: 
3 00 cera (inl Crraceneeien es Meru, sees As 3 00 
Soo $5.00) Latham. sy UU ae I 00 
i Zn patie! Re cletsleliaye SORE: 50 
; Vairiville sec in ang I 
Erie Conference. Marshall iu itunes 3 ie 
3 50|Brookville. ..:....:...+. $4 00/Mason City............ 2 20 
2025'C larion. ae. cae 27 00|Pittsheld Man leneds AN rAd ye. Yo") 
2 OO/Greenville ............. 50|Pleasant Hille ee edb 38 
r7o) Portlandegnee. 2 aden aoe TOO! OSEMON alae meitemich sie 2 00 
Sligowecs sims sche eke TOO Waverly se. auheeaee sain oa eS 
ST OCIW AYME sis craters) siclereraietanens I 00 — 
2 25 im 
sg eee $30 93 
3 00 Indiana Conference. 
SOO Bloomington: 
4 50 Genesee Conference. Righth Street TE Hanis tie $x 00 
Addison /23iscs ieee Delaware nica. euess ° 
$75 ;4elavon sre me ee golGrand View. 20200020201 25 
Butalo 0. Indianapolis : 
Mission ssa) oe 5 oo| California Street..... I 00 
Riverside.( os, fends 3 50 Plat (Rock 20 siesene 2 00 
Sumner Place... (034 rt 50\J effersonville : 
$1 o Coming: ieee. vane 200}. Wall Street.......-.. 8 00 
3°'Duke Center........... 3 50 Oaklandi@ityancw ee 50 
3°\Geneseo seek soon 2 50 Sellersburgijecs ss scemeue 3 00 
lint ee ew: aa nel byivalleni treats sre 2 50 
‘i BON emlock: Lake. uuaen 3 25 Wialdronw-ne Trae torent ators I 75 
eancastersaees «ieee 4 00 ie: 
Dima: eRe eee I 25 $20 50 
5°|Middleport .........+.. I 25 
ean: Iowa Conference. 
2s Hirst: Churcher onda Centervilleysieneuniastan $2 75 
re CITY eed ee ohne 3500) CT SOLOLLE Seleiere este 50 
sl Rochester: Knoxvillesneniieeey oe 4 40 
x North Avenue........ DOO MUSCALING Lx paul ee ts 7 00 
> cole, >Pencer Ripley Memian 7slINew port. <ciccne sees 2 00 
Wayland: tio... sens £ A5\INew) Sharon cen oseas 3 00 
SiWheeler.ui. scene 5 solNorth) Birelisty i108. «2 I 00 
i a Youngstown,........... BOONE ACK WOON ste s ceria eels 42 
ius Pella liu cohen vine minnie 3 50 
eS $52 39|West Liberty .......... 2 Py 
ok $26 57 
50 Georgia Conference. 
7 ie Clara saan. coe ate $3 00 Kansas Conference. 
¥ slBast Pomitiie, sane 2 00! A ytel] $3 00 
RSET OLY siercre eu eiteis o/s sieteeee BIOOVET ot rena LL LTE ae 
MradersiEl tillers ssreneeele ROOK oe can Tn EAN eta gi 
I 40 ae Hiawathaliestauescte: 2 00 
te ste ny ~ |Kansas City, Kan 
$7 SOR! Centrale, 2) Me 2 00 
$31 47 Keats cee aaah sults Die la at 
Gulf Mission. ce : 
‘ Firs LEC Hater poyeterats 3 00 
Shelbyvillegy. . sce act $2 oolnorth Topeka hung a 84 
Holston Conference. Tonka: rare unr letat M Ss 
$3 00/Chattanooga: Kansas Avenue...... 2 30 
PB MEESE @MUrGh : .eiveys atts $x 50| Lowman Chapel...... 2 50 
4o|Greenville ............. Bool Wi Nite JCI alee tates Sey [beanie 
Oakland ites. <saaeals Ran?) OO) -———— 
IO 00 $ $26 14 
fe) te) 
4 eS hy Kentucky Conference. 
3 25 Idaho Conference. Bellevue.......+++. $3 00 
I 62 Covington 
2 PEO) EMILE Cte eee - cr tee Beto) UNL erase ete 5 00 
Golailey semi. come. ... 3 00/Louisville ; 
EMSOL SCAT ale a) esiniaia,. clerae claire LOO PUL TINIE civielecweses vines ie5O 
I 50 - —— = 
60 $9 00 $10 50 
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Lexington Conference, 














HEP OR OL \ fini: 


Missouri Conference. 














New Eng. Southern Conf. 

















Somerville... 5...) 0 $2 ool Fairport. \eaun. - 2. ciet $3 oo|Attawaugan............ $o 50 
Hillmorels aus ses eae . 1 45|Brockton: 
i Framilton vase anche 2oo| Franklin Street....... I 00 
Little Rock Conference. |Kirksville.............. 2 00 4 South Street......... 45 
: Laclede iain. cicinuts GigaiCampellon sccm aan I 03 
ga CMSA ADAG tc $2 0OlMarceline.......+.+.... 3 oo|East Weymouth ....... I 50 
Ot SPIINgs.....+++---- ei @iStanberry ss Maen sees: BLOolMYStiC?.'. su ower en 86 
yy = | Niamtasketsce aces acest I 05 
$4 00 $ N 
Ig 75|4NCw Bedford : 
Pleasant Street....... 5 00 
isi New duondontamectes ire 
Se eee arin, ii Montausmmonference linac... unites & 
ene e AY SR aH He Be $2 00 Anaconda.\ sith): ..: dev $2 25|South Braintree........ 40 
ew Orleans: Bozeman Circuit........ 3 00|Paunton : 
Mallalieu Chapel..... 5 00/Mason City............ x oo] | First Church...2..... 75 
Simpson Chapel...... 200) Murray einlivenmeen ts acu BOO NTIGSLON . «Nite Nem ient iene 3 
7 $ Riceville agers. we es 2 00 Se labs Streets... 08 
9 00|/Walkersville............ tool rekford,; » 2 ive se use I 00 
——____|Woonsocket : 
French Mission....... 
Maine Conference. i Vineyard Haven....... : eS 
ree ania wale totale atakeete $1 30| Nebraska Conference. $22 44 
CHEAQUE LE 2). ares incs cleie 2 00] Beatrice $2 a6 
Gornishietiiose Guccenc gies BOON a5) -0 qo ace ee RMN Nat 
SMiasetme . Bluatityis en a, 
eed HAL SEL Sta Pie 3 50 Stanley Mapes ini i a New Hampshire Conf. 
ayaa ae, ia esa ns mchity ler Mires sic c.'h 3 oolAmesbury......... Sele p2 ioe 
Chesteut Sitesti aiee SLODIAS clauses eet sietos 50|Chesterfield........ Michie gee 
) © Praniclinetiallssapeone er 2 00 
Peakisaisland ses yenve wien ai 2.5 $8 H hill ; 
South sParisiiyis ciesleis ce | RN EEO 5°|Haverhill, Mass. : 
aie Grace, o08 bide s ota 5 40 
$19 05 Nevada Mission. rn ee ee 65 
Greenville...........0.. $3/bolrTillcboro Badge. ia menire 
Michigan Conference. Nashua prelim siislieJataiie eee 8 oo 
‘ New England Conference.|North Conway......... 50 
AIO etn ic ten nice $5 00 North Tamworth....... 75 
Battle(Creek ues nine 50 Baa: Pe Gata $3 S°Rumney.. 2. sui oa ses 175 
Glenville 012 00d) neohome ace ate Ite ee B24 54 
Dike Clty... se sece SO eer lise eS Tone: se 25 
Le Roy VRE Raa aban On 2 I 25 a OURDTGS aisteteeelsieke oe I 10 
7 eS Pe TL 5 ool Saratoga Street....... 1 50| New Jersey Conference. 
Marysville) oo. oi Me wane 1 25| lemple Street........ 5 25 Viper 
. . Tremont treet)... 2 oo/Atlantic City: 
Middleville ............ 50 nike a y 
Muskegon : ED Tint (panes el a ce et aise 2150!) wnirsty Churchwes sees $2 00 
Genteaeun 32 aecetly BRS. SRS FOV Ste ali peepee meee 2 50 
TDR Gat ASV RODEN yheld 0) pean sy es0ie) |) 2 Ol DEIGSePONt. . 4. sce tel mneeee 
EivoRe TONG TAMER EATON Oe 4 a Cambridge : Bridgeton : 
Semel) To Tiel eat Ep wore ly arc hies...(s 25\heMourth wotreeteeaiaa. Le EEROO 
Sopecwilla mds ei > on). Aerace|Chumey . 203.212, 1.00] "Wesley AM). S22 cise 5 00 
Shepard): Mas udaswie ss 25 Chicopee Falls......... 3 06|Burlington : 
Sore Bac eae Wahi + og CHntony Jaaiee eerie) a eon) Broad eetreetse. cee ce 4 00 
South Lowell sels 2 3 oo wasthamptones, ...:.,... 5 70/Camden: 
CaCO MMM n AMUN te eS er VERCEEs  Uiamiene sy )0ic.cia T OO| Broadwayeetueueuicet 7 92 
Tompkins. SD AN Aa atin ; eae Aids (ccd oa ae 2 oo/Cedarville ............. 97 
See TI MEN eee PS wach cum pemais = siclsisiats 1 20/Cliffwood........ SAC I 00 
ok ie vires Collingswood sila. ane ale OG 
ENED AT MEHY ce oie ht TOM IGOraw ee weber otetle 2 40 
$31 75 , Highlanc en na 20) Byler ee tae arene rotates 2 00 
ynn: Farmingdale jatecs sas AD ete: 
Minnesota Conference. Broadway cee cece reves 85 Preeholdy.e ee. sesmenee 3 00 
FirstiGhunene.. > -/..cs. 5/100] Glassboron.ueereeee ie 3 50 
Brownsdale sen aaelenies. Soller iStawe auliseemep ean 40|Gloucester City........ 3 00 
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